YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN

John 3:1-21

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

A member of the Sanhedrin, ‘the council’:  he later was advocating for Jesus in Jn 7:50 before the Pharisees, and came to aid in the embalming of Jesus in Jn 19:39.  He was a well respected “theologian” of his day (but was not saved).
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

Came “by night” because he was afraid what his other ‘buddies’ might think.  He knew that Jesus was indeed a great teacher and, furthermore, actually ‘came from God’.  His main reason for believing this was the incredible miracles He did.  Today, we have folks (Pentecostals, etc) who seem to need to have so-called ‘miracles’ before they will believe.  The Bible says “blessed are they that have not seen (Jesus, or miracles), and yet have believed”.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Jesus Christ got right to the problem with Nicodemus: being born spiritually.  Jesus had done this many other times: woman at the well (husbands), and the rich young ruler (sell all) for examples.  Nicodemus didn’t understand the ‘spiritual’ side at all;  Didn’t understand that he was spiritually dead and thus destined for Hell.   Most today have a very poor understanding of what being ‘born-again’ really means.  Many think it is a radical faction of Christianity [‘you’re not one of those born-againers are you?’];  many think it refers to being baptized [Church of Christ, Catholics, etc];  many think it just refers to ‘reformation’ [desiring a change, turning over a new leaf, etc]; and still others think it refers to some tremendous ‘encounter’ with God [tongues, healing, vision, warm feeling, etc].  Well none of these are what being ‘born again’ is about.   On the other end of the spectrum, there are many who think like Nicodemus and don’t think being born again is part of being saved;  they don’t understand it;  their salvation is based on what they themselves have done, or what some other man or organization of men has done [churches].  The last part of the verse is paramount to understand:  you cannot go to Heaven without being born again!!!
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

A reasonable question when not considering a spiritual viewpoint.  So many ‘religious’ folk look at Christianity the same way…from logic and human intellect.  It’s ok to attempt this, but there is a plane that is far beyond our reasoning;  the spiritual rhealm.  We need the Bible and the Holy Spirit of God to understand this.
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

This is a reference to what Nicodemus said in verse 4.  “Water” referring to the physical birth.  He reasoned with him to show that physical birth mattered some in getting to Heaven (for without it you don’t exist);  Jesus was being polite to him.  Inherent in the term ‘born again’ is the words “born” and “again”.  “Born” refers to the beginning of something brand new.  “Again” refers to another similar occurrence;  born once (physical birth) and born another way (spiritually).  Thus a comparison is made here between the two births.  The water birth is not referring to ‘baptismal regeneration’ as the Church of Christ, etc, folks wrongly assume.  “Baptism” isn’t even mentioned in this conversation that is taking place;  also, it would contradict what Jesus was saying in verses 16, 18,and 36; and it contradicts countless other passages in the New Testament that show salvation is by faith and not involving works, processes, sacraments, or any outward action of our flesh (Eph 2:8,9; Titus 3:5, etc).  Also, “water” is not referring to the “Word of God”:  why not use a more literal term like “Word”?;  they were not talking about the Word at all;  it doesn’t fit with verse 4’s answer and verse 6’s further clarification.  “Water” is simply referring to physical birth.  Verse 4’s statement is directly answered by this, and verse 6’s clarification is perfectly in line with this definition.  Nicodemus’ confusion was not involving baptism or the Word of God, but in contrasting the two ‘births’.   In physical birth there is copious amounts of water involved (amniotic, blood, etc).
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

This clarifies well the distinction between the two births.  A flesh birth and a spiritual birth.  This is the main problem that Nicodemus had that would prevent him from understanding salvation.  Jesus went right to where it really mattered.  We would do well to be sensitive to the Spirit so we can do the same with lost folk we meet.  Mere mortals (flesh) cannot cause or bring about this second type of birth…it must come from something spiritual, i.e. the Holy Spirit of God.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

Nicodemus was dumbfounded.  He probably had a very strange look on his face; as do many folk around us that hear about our beliefs.  They hear us say that we are ‘born again’ and it just doesn’t make sense to them.  Let’s tell them like Jesus did.  It is no complex truth to grasp;  it is basically very elementary.
You say your saved.  You say you are on your way to heaven.  You say I believe in God.  But have you been born again!

Nicodemus believed he would go to heaven.  But he had not been born again.

Maybe you think that you have been born again because some preacher told you that you were.  But if they hadn’t told you would you know?

People who are born physically know it…and others do too.  The same with being born spiritually…it is less understood and can’t be physically touched, but it will most definitely be known!
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

He tries to further explain this being born again spiritually.  The wind and the spiritual are unseen, but is manifested nonetheless.  They are active but its source and end can’t be ascertained.  You know they exist but you don’t really understand them that well.  You just need to accept it and believe what the text book says about it (Bible).  
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?  He still is not catching on fully.  But he still pursues it.  He wants to understand it.  He believes Jesus is telling him the truth.  Oh that the lost would keep pursueing what they do not understand!
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

Even if you have a doctorate degree, are a famous theologian, a pastor, a Bible student, etc, it doesn’t mean that you understand really anything about the Bible.  This was a most elementary concept that he could not understand.  
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

The “we” here is referring to His disciples and Himself.  It is in contrast to verse 2’s “we” which were the Pharisees.  The disciples had seen the miracles and the spiritual rhealm.  We need to testify of what we know for sure in our own lives spiritually.  The problem is that people (ye) do not ‘receive our witness’.  
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?

There is a whole bunch more spiritual (heavenly) things to be taught but they won’t be believed if you can’t understand this explanation in earthly terms of being born again.  “The natural man receiveth not things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them, for they are spiritually discerned”.
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

Dealing with ability to explain heavenly mysteries to mankind.  There has only been one who 1) ascended to heaven, and 2) came down from heaven again.  Many say that Elijah did this:  caught up into heaven and then returned on the mountain top with Moses.  But Elijah probably went into the 1st and 2nd heavens only and then went to Paradise, where all departed saints of God were.  Otherwise Elijah was in heaven with God and the angels, and no other saints (except for possibly Enoch)…this would be very odd.    It may be that the timing of this verse’s events is that Jesus first came down from Heaven, and then will ascend up to Heaven (as did indeed happen).  It also states that He is ‘in Heaven’; but this doesn’t necessarily mean right then and there (though He could be everywhere at once I guess).
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

Now, Jesus Christ is bringing Nicodemus to the main message of salvation.  He assumes that Nicodemus is going to understand being born again.  All are bit with the serpent of death (sin) and need to look to Jesus Christ and what He did on the cross as the ‘only’ hope for healing from this deadly wound.  It may not make sense to you, but it must be done or you will die.

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

“Whosoever” is absolutely anybody.  “Believeth in Him” refers to who He was and what He did.  “Not perish” in Hell forever.  “Eternal life” in Heaven;  spiritual life never ends; spiritual death never ends once one experiences physical death.
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

He further explains this all so important truth about salvation.  Nicodemus was given the ‘big picture’ here on why Jesus Christ came to Earth.  This verse probably ‘did it’ for Nicodemus in opening his spiritual eyes of understanding (brought by the Holy Spirit).  Remember this, eternal and everlasting life is promised to all who believe and are born again.  This life is forever and is not able to be anything but that.  Eternally saved!  Can you be ‘unborn’?!  Can you be born again and again and again?!!
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

God didn’t ‘so hate the world’, but He ‘so loved the world’!  Many think that the message that the Bible brings is negative.  Oh, how far from understanding they are!  The world is already condemned (vs 18).  It needed to be saved!
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.   The key in salvation is ‘believing’.  “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness”.  “His faith was counted unto him as righteousness”.  Belief not just simply in God (for the devils believe and they tremble).  A very specific exact belief in all that is taught about Jesus Christ: God, suffered, bled, died, and rose again from the dead to purchase mankinds redemption from Hell because of their sin; and this gift must be received by faith…believing it fully.  All are already automatically ‘condemned to Hell’!  There is only one way out of this horrible predicament.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  The truth (light) is available but most of the world runs from it because they know that by believing it to be true means that what they are doing is evil and deserving of Hell.  Oh to believe the first line of the Bible puts one in such a predicament!  Mankind loves their evil selfish ways and doesn’t want the truth for it will ruin all their fun!
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  These folk actually ‘hate’ the truth of the Bible;  the Bible’s truths are so strong and convicting that it causes one to be forced to either accept it or hate it.  You can’t really just ignore it…though people try.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.  Those that are concerned about knowing the truth, knowing what is right, knowing who God is and what He wants from them, will come to this truth in the Bible and believe it!  As did Nicodemus.  Then their deeds start showing that something indeed miraculous happened inside them….they were born again!                                                             
YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN!

How do you become born again?
1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God”.  “How shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed; and how shall they believe on Him whom they have not heard; and how shall they hear without a preacher;  and how shall they preach unless they be sent”?

The “seed”, or starter for this birth process is the truth of the Gospel (Jn 3:13-21).  If you want to be born again, you must believe what the Bible says…not what you think is right, or what a church believes, etc..  
Eph 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

“Quickened” means to be made alive, i.e. born.  The “quickening Spirit” makes us spiritually alive.  We were made ‘spiritually dead’ because of sin…starting back with Adam’s sin.  This being made spiritually alive, born again, is based on “by grace ye are saved”;  the beautiful salvation message of the Bible.  It is not by works plus grace.  To be born again one must understand that they are spiritually dead because of sin and that ‘grace’ is what will save us, not our doing at all.
1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

Being born again is fundamentally based on believing that Jesus is the Christ.  “The Christ” is the annointed One of God…the Messiah…the Saviour of the world…God Himself.  Not that He is simply a prophet, or a great teacher, or a man that became a god, or a son of God like we are a son of God;  no, you must believe that He is indeed “the Christ”!  A full, complete, total belief at that.
John 1:12-13  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

To be born again you must “receive” the gift of God, eternal life through Jesus Christ the Lord (Ro 6:23).  It isn’t an automatic event because Jesus paid the price for our sins.  There is a personal act of the heart that must occur; between you and God alone.  An actual event in time where you reached out by faith and took hold of the truth from the Word of God about Jesus the Christ and believed it with all your heart.  At that moment of this ‘receiving’ His free gift, you are born again!
How do you know that you have been born again?

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

1 John 5:18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

1 John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

1 John 2:29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.
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