Do you like SNOW?

Job 38:22 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow ? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail,

Snowflakes and snow crystals are made of ice, nothing more.  A snow crystal, as the name implies, is a single crystal of ice.  A snowflake is a more general term, which can mean an individual snow crystal, a few snow crystals stuck together, all the way up to the large "puff-balls" of agglomerated snow crystals that often fall in warmer weather.

Is freezing rain the same as snow?  No.  Sometimes raindrops do freeze as they fall, but this is called sleet.  Sleet particles don't have any of the elaborate patterns found in snow crystals.  Snow crystals form when water vapor condenses directly into ice, which happens in the clouds.  The beautiful snow crystal patterns form as the crystal grows.

Why is snow white? Snow is made of small ice crystals, and close inspection reveals that the individual crystals are pretty clear.  However when light travels from air to ice, or vice versa, some light is reflected (like the way light

reflects slightly from a pane of glass).  Since there are a lot of air/ice surfaces in a bank of snow, light shining into the snow get scattered about many times.  After bouncing around a while inside the snow bank, some of the light scatters back out, and that is the light we see.  Since all colors are scattered roughly equally well, the snow back appears white.
Are all snowflakes the same?  No.  All snowflakes are actually different. No 2 are exactly alike.

 A snow crystal is a material for which the molecules inside are all lined up in a specific way called the crystal lattice.   The water molecules in ice form a hexagonal lattice. This form occurs because certain surfaces of the crystal, the growth facets, grow very slowly.  Snow crystal shapes depend on a delicate combination of faceting and branching.  Snow crystals tend to form simpler shapes at lower humidities and more complex shapes at higher humidities.  The most extreme shapes -- long needles around -5C and large thin plates around -15C -- form when the humidity is relatively high.  The different ice facets grow at different rates in different temperatures, and to date we don't really know why the growth rates depend so strongly on temperature.  The growth depends on exactly how water vapor molecules are incorporated into the growing ice crystal, and the physics behind this is quite complex and not well understood.  It is the subject of current research.

How does a snowflake get started?

The growth usually begins up in a cloud with a minute dust particle, which provides a structure on which water molecules can start condensing to form a snow crystal.  When the crystal is very small, faceting dominates the growth, and the crystal quickly grows into a simple hexagonal prism.  
   As the crystal grows larger, the corners of the hexagon stick out a bit further into the supersaturated air and thus grow a bit faster.  The slightly faster growth at the corners soon causes the hexagon to sprout arms (see Snowflake Branching).  And since the ambient atmospheric conditions are nearly identical across the crystal, all six budding arms grow at roughly the same rate.  
  The six arms of the snow crystals each change their growth with time, reflecting the ever-changing conditions in the cloud.  And because each arm sees the same conditions, each arms grows the same way. 
The intricate shape of a single arm is determined by the ever-changing conditions experienced by the crystal as it falls.  Because each arm experiences the same conditions, however, the arms tend to look alike.  The end result is a large-scale, complex, six-fold symmetric snow crystal.  And since snow crystals all follow slightly different paths through the clouds, individual crystals all tend to all look different.

Every snowflake is designed by the almighty.  A beautiful piece of art

Bible and SNOW

Isa 55:9-11 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

As sure as the snow falls from heaven, so shall God’s Word  1) not return void: it is never without some effect.  It is powerful.   2) accomplish that which He pleases: His word is spoken and it happens.  It is for His pleasure.

3) prosper in the thing whereto He sent it:  His word is specific for certain things, and those things it effects always produces prosperity…something very good.  Snow falls down for sure…God’s word happens for sure.

Sin and SNOW

Job 9:29-31  If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain? If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean; Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me. 

The purest water as mountain snow freshly melting, can not wash away your sins.  Baptism does not wash away your sins.  Any attempt at cleaning yourself will not do the job.

Isa 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Ps 51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow .

God wants to reason with you about your sins.  Isn’t it logical that you can’t make your heart clean?  And that you can’t right your previous wrongs?   Sins appear red to God…they are very obvious and tragic looking.  Only through the washing and cleansing that comes from God can you be made clean.  White is a sign of innocency.  There is nothing really whiter than snow.  The snow is somewhat like the rainbow:  it is a sign from God on how innocent we are made through forgiveness in Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ and snow

Ps 147:12,14-18 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion…He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: his word runneth very swiftly. He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold? He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow.

Ps 148:7-8 Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps: Fire, and hail; snow , and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word:

At His commandment the snow falls.  It is all under His full control.  He doesn’t just start the ball rolling and take His hands off. No; He chooses everything that happens with the weather, the snow.

Matt 28:2-3 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow :

Here is a description of just an angel.  Verse 4 says the keepers did shake and became as dead men!

Mark 9:2-3 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow ; so as no fuller on earth can white them.

This was probably just a small portion of His “glory”.  For mere mortal would be evaporated in His full presence!  This white shows His incredible purity.

Rev 1:13-16 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow ; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

Here is Jesus Christ the Head of the Churches.  Very conservatively dressed.  Head white as snow. Eyes as a flame of fire. Feet like burning brass.  His voice extremely loud.  Countenance as the bright shining sun.  This is He who looks upon this Church every Lord’s Day.

Dan 7:9-10 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow , and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

Jesus Christ is this Ancient of Days.  This is probably the Great White Throne Judgement.  This throne is white but on fire, and His garment is white as snow and his hair is white as wool, and there are over 100 million in robes of white standing before Him.
