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Josh 24:1-24
24:1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.  2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.
In the “old days”, before you were saved, you served “other gods”.

3 And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.  4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.  5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought you out.  6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea.  7 And when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season.  8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before you.  9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:  10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.     11 And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand.  12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.  13 And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

14a Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth;

God repeatedly brought Israel out of bad situations and gave them great blessings.  Just think of all that God has done for you over the years.  Shouldn’t you show that you appreciate all that?  Shouldn’t you fear Him and serve Him accordingly?

First of all, do you even “serve” the Lord?  How do you actually serve the Lord?  By showing up to Church services when you want to?  By giving a few dollars in the offering plate when you care?  Serving the Lord involves the actual performing of what He commanded the Churches to be doing:  teaching, preaching, praying, tithing, witnessing, meeting needs of other members and of the Church’s building, etc. If you are actually serving the Lord, what is motivating you to serve the Lord?  Fear of His judgement and displeasure.  Keeping your reputation at Church good?  Wanting to please the pastor?   Out of “necessity”?  How about out of love for Him?  True fear of God will indeed motivate you to do anything that He wants you to.  You ought to be afraid of what He might do to you if you don’t follow verse 14.  A healthy respect

and love for Him produces a healthy fear. God wants “sincere” service, not “I guess I have to” type of service.  He examens your heart closely.  Do you

sincerely want to work through His Church here and help Him accomplish His will here?  Are you at best half-hearted?  Only God really knows.  But, it often will show to others by how much you vocalize it and demonstrate it.  If we don’t think your sincere, then I would assume that God feels the same way.

Service must be based upon some type of guideline.  One can’t just develop his own “style” or plan of serving the Lord.  Our official guideline is the Word of God…the Truth.  It explains in great detail how we are to be serving the Lord.  It is mentioned many, many times behind this pulpit.  There should be no doubt in your mind of how to serve the Lord.  So called service that is done different than how the Bible explicately states is no service at all.  It is just “spinning your wheels”.

14b and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.

The other half of fearing God and serving Him correctly, is “putting away the gods” in your life.  These gods were probably the same ones that you had before you were saved.  They were obtained from Egypt, which is representative of the “world”.  Examples of these “gods” are:  selfishness (taking care of numero uno – I did it myyyy wayyy – no one can tell me what to do);  sensualness (if it feels good, do it – drugs,sex,rockandroll – hype,thrills,excitement);  fame (wanting people to think so much of you – my career comes first – wanting to be noticed);  fortune (if I only had more money – the endless pursuit of making money to buy things – bondage to debt).   These “gods” must be “put away”; i.e. gotten rid of,

thrown out, destroyed, ended, etc..  Most of us hold onto a few of these and other “gods”, and they are “the sin which doth so easily beset us”.

If you are going to sincerely serve the Lord in Truth, then you will have to put these gods away.  Your service is possibly not acceptable to God if you don’t put these away.  For, if you are “truly sincere”, then you would indeed put these gods in the trash!

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

Does it seem evil to you to serve the Lord this way?  Does it seem unfair or wrong?  Many Christians have very little desire to serve the Lord.  It is a “negative thing” to be involved in “Church”.  That is a pretty

“gutsy” feeling considering all that God has done for you, especially salvation.

We need to stop playing around with God and His Church, and choose this day whom we will serve!  You need to either get serious with God, or, reject Him and get serious with serving your gods.  No one can serve two masters.  You men need to take leadership in your home and make this declaration for everyone that “we will serve the LORD”!  If whole families in this Church would serve the Lord then great things would indeed be done here.

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods;  17 For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed:  18 And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God.

What is your answer?!  What do you choose?!  The God, or your gods?! After all He has done for you, God forbid that you should forsake the LORD!  God forbid it! Who is your God?  If it be the Lord then, serve Him…if it be the gods of this world, then serve them;  but choose ye this day whom ye will serve!  and serve Him!!!

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.

You cannot serve the LORD without being holy, sincere, and repentive.  You can’t serve Him “your” way.

20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.

If you choose today to continue serving “your gods”, then the Lord will “do you hurt”!

21 And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD.

Say “nay” to all this, and put away your gods and serve the Lord!

22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.

Do you choose today to serve the Lord?  You are a witness of this before God.

23 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel.

So, now, put those gods away…and serve the Lord with your whole heart!!!

24 And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.

How many will right now choose to serve the Lord God, and obey His voice?????????

