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1 Corinthians 3 speaks about a church that was carnal and involved with envying, strife, and divisions. The last half of the chapter speaks of the initial foundation that Jesus Christ laid for beginning His church, that first church in Jerusalem. Later Paul would be key in making that initial foundation be used for many other churches.  One church begetting another.  Apollos eventually took over as pastor at this church.  The church had the right foundation, i.e. it was one of the Lord’s churches, but it was very important to build upon it correctly.  The church is said to be a ‘building’, the ‘temple of God’, and the ‘house of God’.  Rewards seem to be solely based upon one’s labor via one of the Lord’s churches.  Every man was to ‘take heed how he buildeth thereupon’ (10).  It was very important to understand the expectations that the Lord had for those church members:  they needed to know that their body was the actual New Testament “temple of God” where the Spirit of God dwelleth (16).  And, that there were extreme consequences for ‘defiling’ this temple (17).  

The Bible states:

 …But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. (1Co 3:10c)

 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; (1Co 3:12)

A. Most Christians figure that showing up to any church on a Sunday morning constitutes fulfilling their obligation to the Lord.

B. A few will even attempt to go more often, and actually get involved.

C. Fewer yet will be doing this in one of the Lord’s churches.

D. And, fewer even still will be trying to serve in one of the Lord’s churches to a level and quality that is acceptable to the holy, righteous  

     God that they say they serve.

Are you at point A, B, C, or D?
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The following is for those interested in point C or D:   what materials are you going to build with in your labor for the Lord in your church?

GOLD

Represents:  divinity, godliness, Christlikeness.  It is of great worth and always holds its value.  True pure gold can actually be ground down into a glass state (New Jerusalem’s walls and streets).

Examples: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance;  holiness, obedience, righteousness, purity.  Having a character that resembles the Lord Jesus Christ.  The labor that is in your church is done with a right heart and clean hands.

SILVER

Represents:  good and noble service.  It is also of great worth and holds its value well.  True pure silver will never tarnish.

Examples:  faithfulness, intensity, business, commitment, self-sacrifice, helpfullness, mission oriented, motivated, etc.  This type of labor done in a church is genuine, exciting, and 100% to the max.  

PRECIOUS STONES

Represents:  special beauty; probably the souls of men that were righteously affected.  Also involves the saved from the 12 tribes of Israel in the New Jerusalem…i.e. saved souls.  These types of stones are found much deeper in the earth than gold or silver.  They take much more effort to get and are probably more valuable.   Also, they are ‘precious’, thus showing the special closeness they have to the holder of them. They were many different types and were very beautiful to look upon.  They also were solid and could be used for building (as in the walls of the New Jerusalem, Rev 21:16-20).

Examples:  soulwinning, discipleing, intercession, meeting needs, encouraging, compassion, etc.   This labor is a labor of love for 
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souls;  a genuine care for those around you, both in the church body and without.

WOOD

Represents:  impressive level of fleshly related labor that appears to be real strong and thus lasting; which most people consider acceptable for building;  but when burned with fire will completely vanish.  Millenia ago, they would only build wood structures if they were considered temporary…the long lasting ones were made of stone, marble, etc.   Wood has to be obtained by reaching upward typically; and it is harder to obtain, for you have to cut it off the tree.

Examples:  orthodoxy, dogma, traditions, doctorates, programs, buildings, aesthetics, colleges, fellowships, denominationalism, legalism, penance, sacrimentalism, rituals, blind obedience, status, knowledge, etc.  This all appears very impressive by both the world’s and religion’s standards, but is temporal, breakable, superficial, worldly, and manmade.

HAY

Represents:  fairly easy level of fleshly related labor that can produce large quantities of seemingly impressive product that appears at least somewhat useful; but when burned with fire will very quickly completely vanish.  Tribes in Africa and other underdeveloped, uncivilized pagan countries, typically live in hay type huts.  It really isn’t that good for housing people, but it gets them by, barely.  Haystacks are very visible sometimes for miles, whereas a little piece of gold is not. But when you get up close to each, the gold stands out exceedingly.  Hay is obtained by simply reaching around you and grabbing and pulling it up.  

Examples:  enthusiasm, hype, fanaticism, overheated zeal, solemn sanctimoniousness, emotionalism, etc.  This all appears seemingly 
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genuine and impressive, but it is temporal, weak, very superficial, and cheap.

STUBBLE

Represents:  hard fleshly labor involving very worldly, dirty pursuits that are considered by most to be a waste but done anyways; these will burn very easily in fire.

It is the stub or the bottom part of a rye, barley, or wheat plant.  It breaks apart easily. It really can’t be used for building anything.  It wouldn’t hold together and probably just blow away in the wind.  It is obtained by bending over and getting down in the dirt and pulling and twisting hard to get it out.

Examples:  wealth, fame, powermongering, envy, contentions, criticalness, gainsaying, extortion, robbery, covetousness, persecution, uncharitableness, immorality, witchcraft, corruption, etc.  Most will recognize this as wrong, but yet it still is fairly commonly found amongst churches today.  It has nothing noble or good in it.  It is a total waste.

Wood, hay, and stubble are all on the surface:  they are fake, fleshy, and a superficial fasad.

These are based totally on fleshly, carnal, prideful, self-satisfying pursuits within the context of Christianity and church.

They woefully lack godliness, untarnishability, and precious beauty.

Here are verses dealing with a lot of the wood, hay, and stubble that is going on in churches today (especially stubble).
1 Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Heb 13:9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines…

2 Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
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Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.

2 Tim 2:16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.

Rom 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

2 Tim 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

Acts 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

2 Cor 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: 

1 Tim 6:3-5 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

Matt 15:8-9 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

2 Tim 2:20-21 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.
   SERVING 

    THE LORD

            TAKE HEED HOW YOU BUILD

         1 COR 3:10
           [image: image1.jpg]



                               Pastor David Warner

      Faithful Baptist Church

    Omak,Washington
