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PERSONAL SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD
***There are two other types of separation taught on in the Bible:  Ecclesiastical (churches separating from the world) and church discipline separation (where fellow members are to separate from erring brothers).  This discussion is solely covering personal separation from the world.  
***Separation is a fundamental doctrine taught throughout the Scriptures.  It is taught in creation (separation of water from dry land, etc), the fall (separation of fellowship from God), flood (separation of 8 people from the world), Israel (separation from heathen nations), the Tabernacle and Temple (separation in priests and with the holy places), the churches (separation of light from darkness), the Tribulation (separation of raptured saints from the lost), the Millenium (separation of lost from the saved and servants from the carnal), Eternal state (eternal separation of lost from saved, and church from the general assembly, etc).
***Our separation from the world centers around getting and maintaining a holy testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ.  This separation will show us to be very different indeed from the world around us.  We are to be a peculiar people.  This testimony of separation will influence the world to understand that our God is separate from sinners.  And, eventually they may ask for help in being restored to this most Holy true God of all.
***We need to get real picky with ourselves, and not just assume that everything is fine with God.  Most Christians are here just to try and enjoy life to its fullest…just like the world teaches us to.  God is very picky.  He searches into the inward parts of man.  He wants all sin gone.
***It will take some deep analyzing on your own part.  You can’t just figure that you will eventually separate from evil.  God is going to give you the tools, and you will have to get busy fixing all the problems in your life…with God’s leadership.  Look at yourself very critically.  We each need to be constantly critiqueing these areas and doing better, never settling for mediocrisy.

***Sad to say, most of us will say this is too hard and too extreme; afterall, we can’t be perfect.  It is true that it is hard to do.  The question is whether you want to please God and have Him on your side helping you through life and then to have great reward at the end or not.
Bible principles:
Jesus is our example for separation…and everything else, too.
Heb 7:26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

Jesus Christ stayed holy, harmless, and undefiled by staying “separate from sinners”.  He was with sinners but not “of” sinners.  He ate with them, talked with them, and walked with them.  But, He never took part with them in their sins.  In fact, His main reason for being around them was to win their sin stained souls for His Father.
It is easy to separate from something if you stop “loving” it.
1 John 2:15,16 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

Love means to always want to be around “it”;  to have great desire for it;  to want to look at it;  to want to be like it.  The “world” is the system on Earth that is against God and is for self.  It is humanism, with its heart being satanism, for he is the god of this world.  Loving the world is loving the Devil.  Is there a great attraction you have for the things of this world?
Break that friendship, or you’ll be known as the enemy of God!

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

We are “adulterers” in a spiritual sense.  Falling in love with the things of this world causes us to do a very abominable thing.  You may say that you don’t “love” the world, but are you being “friends” with it?  Are you routinely seen with this “world”?  Do you smile at it?  Do you have “eyes” for it?  Adulterer!

Stop “conforming” to this world (copying what it does);  transform yourself through the Bible!

Rom 12:1,2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

It is totally reasonable and expected for you to sacrifice your desires, your time, your whole life to God, instead of this world.  The world gets more wicked day by day, and we keep moving along right even with it without even knowing it.  Look at TV and music over the last 50 years.  You are either transforming or conforming!  Do you want to look like the average person in this world? (keeping up with the Jones’, got to have the latest style)  When you show love towards the world then your love for God the Father is gone.
Separate from friendships and close partnerships with those that do not believe like you do.  This conflict can affect this church and then God doesn’t “receive” us while we are ‘touching the unclean things’.

2 Cor 6:14,17 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

It just doesn’t make sense for a child of God to fellowship with a child of the devil!  Marriage, friendships, partnerships are all areas to examen closely.  Get out of these unclean things!  We need to have a “separatist” mentality.
Your religion is not real if you are all dirty from the world.

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

You are not fooling God with “your religion”.  You design your own belief system and all its rules.  It can be any combination of things out there.  It may appear Christian, but the constant “spotting” by the world makes it a totally different religion than Christianity!  Are you from a different religion?!  
Separate yourself from the things of this world.  Start cleaning up your life.  Get out of those unclean things.  Stop the love affair with this wicked world.  Transform yourself through the Word of God.  “Be ye separate”, saith the Lord.

