SATAN HAS DECEIVED YOU

Just look in the Old Testament!
Gen 3:1-14

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

The Devil is more subtil, more tricky, more slimey, more brilliant, more crafty than you or anyone else here on Earth.  He can easily deceive you.  He has the talents to do that.  And he most likely will.

“Yea, hath God said”.  Adam was given the command (Gn 2:16,17) before the creation of Eve.  Adam had to instruct his wife, and apparenlty did so, but maybe not quite emphatically enough.  The Devil knew the weak points with Eve, and knows them with every one of you.  That is where he is going to focus his attacks, and more than likely be successful almost every time.  He often will try to get you to doubt the clear teachings of the Bible.  Tries to get it misinterpreted.  Pushes you to accept something without researching it more to prove it right or wrong.  Wants you just to assume it based on first glance;  based on what others might say;  based on what is pleasing to you. 
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
The tempter has begun his trickery.  Eve begins to dialogue with him.  She is falling into his trap.  She even misquotes/misinterprets it a bit (“touch”).
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
The Devil will eventually flat out lie to you to get you to go along with his desires.  The beginning is very subtil, but then, when he appears to be loosing, he will fully lie and the lie will be no doubt very appealing.  He will try to appeal to your senses, your flesh.  He will even appeal to reason.  He will get you to see what other people are doing and say that it is ok because of that.  He pulls you into his web.  He will even turn you against God, trying to get you to view God as mean and just not wanting you to have fun, etc.
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
She continued listening to the Devil and his craftiness was too much for her and she was overcome with the appeal, with the “logic”.  The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life!  Since she fell into the sin, she desired to have her close companion/friend fall with her so she wouldn’t feel alone…somehow that makes it all seem better.  The Devil has killed 2 with one stone.  
7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:
Later, there are a multitude of lame excuses that we use as to why we were doing it (the sin).  God is merciful, but He does judge sin.  Judgement sure fell here…to all parties involved.
Isa 14:12-15

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

The Devil wanted to be like God.  He got used to being around God and eventually thought that God was nothing special and that he could figure things out just as good as God could.  Pride, position, perfectness.  We think that we have it all figured out and need to have noone teach us.  We aren’t really sinning anymore.  We have reasoned it out because, in our hearts, we have decided to be like the most High.  Yet ye shall be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.  There will be great hurt brought about by this folly.
Ezek 28:11-19

11 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
The Devil has lots of ‘wisdom’.  He is smarter than you.  He can outsmart you.  He also is very attractive (beauty).  He can appear even as an angel of light.  Looks to good to be anything bad.  He understands well the things of God (cherub, mountain, fire).  He knows what might appear godly, but really is wicked.  The Devil was so gifted by God, but then iniquity was found in him.  He was prideful with his God given gifts.  He for sure knows how to cause ‘gifted’ Christians to be raised in pride until iniquity be found in them.  Then God will cast the as profane out of His presence.  We hear about many Christians who are doing so much for God then all of a sudden they are falling from God’s will and seemingly are cast as profane. 
17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee
Good Baptists can have the wisdom that comes from the Bible get corrupted when they rely on their own wisdom, giftedness, position, importance, vain godliness, etc., as the important thing and not the wisdom that only comes from God.
18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.
19 All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.
The church is being defiled by the multitude of your iniquities!  The Devil has deceived you and it is getting way out of control. God is going to cast you away as profane.  He will bring you to ashes and everyone will behold thee.  It will be awful.  Your church, and others around, will be utterly astonished at what has happened to you.
1 Chron 21:1

And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.

Satan tries to stand up against all intimidating entities.  Now it is churches.  In Omak it is Faithful Baptist Church.  He will often first go to the leader (the pastor).  If he fails some with him, then he goes to others. Nonetheless, he will stand against it anyway he can.  Provoking is a key tactic.  Pushing, never giving up, tricking you to fall for it.  He will provoke you to do what God clearly said not to do.  So, he must make his plan attractive, reasonable, plausable, generally acceptable to the masses.  Others are doing it, what is wrong with you?  It does make sense (fleshly).  What would be the big problem with doing it anyways?  Well, the big problem is that God clearly stated not to do it and he will judge you for it…as He did to David.
Job 1:7 
And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

The Devil is constantly looking for godly Christians to destroy.  They really bother him.  He detests them.  He is after you if you are trying to be godly.  He will attack from a multitude of angles.  Sometimes seemingly all at once from all sides.  Job had it happen to him, but in all this Job sinned not nor charged God foolishly.  Be aware dear Christian that the Devil is seeking you.  He has already slithered into your life and is subtily deceiving you in many areas.  At this point you are probably not even aware of most of them.  They are appealing.  You have tried to reason them out as being ‘ok’.  When you put up a little fight, he will persist and provoke you, and out and out lie to you to get you to give in.  He will use everything he has to get you to fall into his trap.  He continues to go to and fro in Omak and he has his eyes on you.  Have you already fallen for his trap?!
Pastor David Warner

Faithful Baptist Church

Omak,Washington
