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FIRST JOHN’s TESTS
WONDERING  
You can know for sure

5:13   These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

***The passages in the Bible, especially 1st John, are there to give you the ability to know for sure that you are saved (or not).  If you don’t know for sure, then study these verses and see if their truths are a reality in your life.

WALK
In the Light 
1:6,7    If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

2:9   He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.

***Are you a liar on this?!  If you say that you are saved but persist to live life in a ‘worldly’ fashion (in darkness), then you lie and still remain in darkness.  You are either generally living life for Jesus Christ or self.  

Keeps His commandments 
2:3   And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.

***His commandments are numerous, and are found throughout the New Testament.  Examples are:  abstain from all appearance of evil, preach the gospel, pray without ceasing, attend all church services…    You can be certain that you are saved (know Him) if you have a continuous testimony of trying to keep the Lord’s commandments.
Does right habitually

2:29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.

***Everyone means everyone…thus, anyone that has a continual, habitual, heart driven practice of doing what is right (i.e. following the Bible) must indeed be saved.
Stops sinning 
3:9   Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
5:18  We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

***The ‘born again’ part of you is truly incapable of ever sinning.  Also, the judement and price of sin has been fully paid, so the sin is not seen by the Father, and it is as if you had never sinned!
WORLD
Hates the world
2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

***If you are liking the ‘worldly’ things in life, then you. at that time, are not likeing (or loving( God.  Most of us are very ‘attracted’ to the things of the world (music, tv, dress, vehicles, fame, fortune…) and thus are all basically ‘disqualified’ on being saved right away.
The world thinks your strange 
3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

***By being saved, you automatically hold the very impressive position as a child of God.  How well do worldly (lost acting) folk know you, like you, stay around you???  Do they generally take notice that you are different?  Who are your friends anyways?

Overcomes the world 
5:4   For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

 ***This is a truth that can always be counted on.  If you are indeed saved, you ‘will’ have some ‘overcoming’ of the world’s temptations.  A child of God will have a track record of some form where he/she has gotten out of a sin, and also avoided going into a certain area of sin.  Examples include the love of money, sexual immorality, drug abuse, pride of position or appearance, selfish lifestyle, etc.
WANT

Love the brethren/sistren 
3:14   We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

3:17-19  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
1 John 4:12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

1 John 4:21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
***Verse 4:7 states that if anyone loves a fellow Christian/church member the way the Bible says to love them, then they are indeed born again of God.  These verses speak on a consistant want/desire/love to be around God’s people and to want to help them.  And the want/love is displayed in action too.  Is church a bummer, and are most of your ‘buddies’ lost people?  Do you love being at church and around God’s children?  

Love the preaching 
4:6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

 ***John is speaking here of fellow preachers of the Word of God.  The truth in this verse is simply that if you know God in a personal, born again way, then you will show desire to listen to and to follow the preaching/teaching of the Word of God.  Those that are turned off by hearing the Word of God, and/or have no desire for it, must not actually ‘know’ God.  The Holy Spirit of God is inside and puts in you a great desire for the truth, for He is the Spirit of truth.
WITNESS   
Witness for Jesus Christ

2:23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

***Do you want to acknowledge that you are a Christian and do definitely know the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?  Or, do you typically deny that you know the ‘man’, as Peter did.  How can one that is born into a family say that he is not of that family?  It doesn’t make sense.
Confesses  Jesus Christ

4:15  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.

***This is really down to the basics here:  is Jesus Christ God or is He only a man?  If you confess this truth to people, then this is an excellent sign that you are saved, God dwelling in you.  But, remember, not everyone that calleth Him “Lord, Lord” will enter into His kingdom.  Attached to this simple statement is the whole of the doctrine of Christ (virgin birth, sinless life, Saviour, coming King, Creator, etc).

Internal  Witness of the Holy Spirt

5:10   He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.

 ***The ‘witness’ in you is indeed the Holy Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth.  He will witness of the fact that you are saved.  So, one who is in total doubt all the time on whether they are saved, probably does not have this witness, and is lost.  Children of God should have the peace that passes all understanding about their being saved and on their way to heaven.
If you have found out through this study that you are indeed saved, then make sure that all of these “birthmarks” are showing up in your life.  If, on the other hand, you find very few, if any, of these signs being present in your life, then you need to be born again.  A child of God should/will have in general a walk that is right, a separation from the world, a love for God’s people/church, a witnessing desire, and the awareness of the Holy Spirit indwelling you.  If any of these is lacking, I would strongly consider that you have not been born again.  If you are sure from the Bible that you are born again, then it should be a natural to have these all present.  
