There is nothing wrong with having the prospect of receiving reward as a main motivator for your serving of God.  We all love to receive rewards!  Look at Birthdays, Christmas, employment bonuses, scholarship awards, sport competition awards, etc..  Many of us would be fairly lack luster in our lives without some “incentive”.  How many of us would continue working our job if the boss decided not to pay you for a while?!  We need that reward.  How many of us would strive with all our might to be the best athlete if there was no competition nor rewards?!

Look at Matt 19:27-28:  Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones , judging the twelve tribes of Israel. It is very evident that Jesus Christ used a ‘rewards based system’ to motivate His disciples to keep forsaking all and following Him.  Are we any more “spiritual” than the 12 apostles?!!!  I think not!  
GOD

Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.  Any reward that we could possibly receive would pale in comparison to this “exceeding great reward” of eternal life with God Almighty.  Just to know that you will be near Him forever and forever is enough.  He will talk with you face to face.  You will be able to serve Him right before His wondrous throne.  You will be safe forever more.  This reward is beyond great…it is exceeding great!
OBEY

Proverbs 13:13 Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.

2 Samuel 22:21 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness: according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me.

Proverbs 11:18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward.

Psalms 19:11 Moreover by them [the Law of the Lord] is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.

Matt 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Rev 22:14,15 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Very clear from the Bible is that there is sure reward for those that out of a healthy fear of the Lord, keep themselves pursuing righteousness;  keeping, doing, and teaching the Lord’s commandments.  Every righteous deed you do shall render you a reward.  In fact, all rewards are based upon keeping, doing, and teaching God’s commandments; i.e. the Word of God;  everything apart from this is not ‘righteous’. 

Believing right doctrine is good, but ‘doing the doctrine’ will get you the rewards.

The saddest person in heaven will be the Christian who thought they could live a careless life and God still would be pleased with them.  The happiest person will be the one who tries to please the Father by living a holy life. 

SECRET

Matthew 6

4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.  6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.

Most of us want to be noticed by others for the good that we do.  We want the pastor, the church, our parents, our boss, etc, to give us accolades for our impressive acts of goodwill and faithfulness.  God’s system of reward is based on the good you’ve done not being noticed by others (in general) and then God really takes notice and will surely reward both on Earth and in Heaven before everyone!   So, when you give to others in need, do it secretly;  when you are in private prayer, do it secretly;  when you might fast, do it secretly.  You should even go out of your way to make sure it is in secret.  God’s rewards are based on the inward appearance, not the outward!

HOSPITALITY

Matthew 10:41  He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.  Those that help out God’s people, especially those in full time ministry, will receive reward.  It is key that they help them ‘because’ of their being in the ministry or a fellow saint; meaning, their heart is wanting to.  Their reward for doing such appears to be on the same level as to what those in the full time ministry might receive for reward.  You basically enter in to their category of rewards when doing such.
ENEMY HELPED

Proverbs 25:21,22  If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.

Luke 6:35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.   One of the hardest things in life to do is being kind to those who are unkind to us.  Our natural response is to treat them at least as mean as they are treating us!  If you want a great reward then start showing kindness to those that don’t treat you that well.  Maybe there is a relative, a friend, a neighbor, or a workmate that you consider to be an enemy of yours.  What an opportunity to obtain reward.  Not much else speaks louder of Christ’s love than that!
WITNESSING

1 Corinthians 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.  This passage is dealing with getting the seed, the Word of God, out to the lost.  Any part that you have in this will earn you rewards.  Your prayers for this will earn you reward. Your telling them about salvation will earn this too, whether or not they are saved; for a seed is planted or watered upon.  Get involved with soulwinning and start earning many, many rewards in Heaven!
LAST PLACE

Luke 22:24-26 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest. And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors.But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.

Mark 9:34-35 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest. And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.   See also Lk 9:48;  Mt 20:9,26,27; Lk 14:11

God’s principle of rewards involving ‘status’ are based upon having a humble servants attitude vice a proud ruling attitude.  Serve humbly here on Earth; reign proudly in Heaven.  Stop looking to be number one here on Earth.  God wants you to be in “last place” here.

FORSAKING ALL

Matt 19:29,30  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.  When we try to follow Christ and obey His commandments, we often face much criticism and resistance.  Often times the resistance comes from those closest to us: parents, siblings, grandparents, spouse.  Because we so want to maintain a good relationship with these, we usually give in to their intreatings and fall short of what God desired us to accomplish for Him.  God states here that if you actually “forsake” these ‘beloved’ resisters, then He will reward thee an hundredfold!  That’s a lot.  I believe that means that whatever you lose because of your firm stand for the Lord, He will give you 100 times that ‘loss’ in Heaven.  This also includes forsaking all things that can get in the way of serving the Lord.  We tend to pursue good economic status, getting a nice home, having nice vehicles, having nice clothes, etc.; but all this at what expense?!  We spend more time at work, we spend more time and energy at caring for obtaining and then caring for these items.  Have your fun now and receive absolutely nothing for it in eternity, or don’t have quite so much “fun” and have 100 fold prosperity in Heaven!
PERSECUTION

Luke 6:22,23 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.

Probably the absolute greatest reward (short of being in the eternal presence of God) is obtained because of being persecuted for righteousness sake.  Martyrdom being the highest award of all.  There aren’t too many folk lining up for these today!  Centuries ago it was commonplace.

VARIABLES TO CONSIDER

1 Corinthians 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

The context in this is “wood, hay, stubble” versus “gold, silver, and precious stones”; i.e. work that is pleasing to God will receive a reward.  A big pile of it all in Heaven, and then the fire is set to it;  will you have anything left?!

1 Corinthians 9:17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

Just because you do things that appear to be for God, doesn’t mean that your heart is in it.  It is all for naught if the things you do are against your will!

Hebrews 11: But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

God’s rewards for you are probably limited for those who are ‘hit and miss’ Christians.  He is looking for those ‘diligent’ in following Him.  The consistant, maturing Christian who remains faithful to the end will have enormous rewards awaiting them.

JESUS CHRIST WANTS TO GIVE YOU REWARDS

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Revelation 11:18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

Revelation 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

One of Jesus Christ’s premier enjoyments will be granting rewards to His faithful followers.  This is one of the last things mentioned in the Bible.  It surely is dear to God’s heart, and should be to yours also.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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