REPENTANCE

AND THE CHURCH ORDINANCES
Repentance defined:
It is “sorrow for wrongdoing, with desire to undo the wrong; turning from sin and seeking release from it;  an inward turning from sin and a disposition to seek pardon and cleansing.”

It is a supernatural work of God whereby a responsive sinner, being convicted by the Holy Spirit of his rebellion, turns to God from his sinful ways and sets forth to forever live to please Him.

It is the relinquishment of any known practice that has offended God.

It is repenting of transgressions and wickedness  (Ez 18:30, Jer 8:6). 
It is associated with an abhoring of oneself  (Job 42:6).

It is associated with confession of sin, a return to God and His ways with all one’s heart (1 Kings 8:47-48).

It brings forth a complete change of direction in life (Exodus 13:17).
It is such a change that brings forth fruits proving that it really happened (fruits meet for repentance) (Mt 3:1,8; Acts 26:20; 2Co 7:9,10).

What repentance is not:
It is not mere human reformation:  It is not just turning over a new leaf; or trying real hard to be better.

It is not penance: It is not a series of good actions that help “pay for” sins done.

It is not mere remorse for wrong actions : Thiefs are “sorry” that they got caught but not sorry that they stole.  It is more than just a bad feeling about sin.

It is not mere confession of or acknowledgement of sin: It is not just realizing that something is sin.  It is not just saying that something is bad.  It is more than just mental assent.

It is not mere changing of one’s mind:  There can be a logical rationalizing that something is wrong, but the wicked heart can still pursue it.
SALVATION & REPENTANCE
Repentance was preached as part of the Gospel message:

John the Baptist:   “…saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand…” (Mt 3:1).

Jesus Christ :   “…Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Mt 4:17).

The Lord’s Disciples:   "And they went out, and preached that men should repent" (Mk 6:12).

Peter:  “…Repent, and be baptized every one of you…" (Acts 2:38). 

Paul :  "…God… now commandeth all men every where to repent" (Acts 17:30).
"Testifying…repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21).

It isn’t some minor issue that can be ignored.  It is as important as faith is!   
It can’t come from you; it has to be God.

 “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death”  (2Co 7:10).
There must be a inner sorrow that is brought about by God Himself, and not a kind of cheap, forced sorrow that is brought on by one’s own self (i.e. the sorrow of the world).  Did you have this type of repentance when you “supposedly” received salvation?!
One must have repentance in order to be saved!
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Lk 13:3,5).
If your salvation experience didn’t involve a real repentance then you are not really saved; and ye shall perish!  Salvation isn’t based upon following some formula, or having some mystical experience, or getting all emotional about God;  it is about a dreadfully sorrowful heart that knows it is doomed to Hell without Jesus Christ suffering and shedding His blood, and dying on the cross, and rising from the dead again, purchasing our salvation from Hell.
Maybe you know you are saved;  but, could you get saved now if you weren’t saved?  i.e. would you allow God to bring about godly sorrow in your heart for sins you are involved with right now and fully repent of them?!  Most of you, sadly, could not get saved right now!
CHURCH & REPENTANCE

God constantly called for His people to repent (Israel in the O.T.).  This theme has not changed today.

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land (2 Ch 7:14).
The church (my people) is to repent and God will heal its body (land).
1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God : and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God ?

God’s focus of judgement is upon the church; obviously if there is not repentance then how fearful this judgement is to be!
2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

He wants the church pure; if its members don’t repent then the church will be anything but pure…the church will be vile.
God instituted only 2 “ordinances” to be observed by each church: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Why these?  Well, one very key reason is to keep the church focused on repentance…to keep the members clean and pure.
BAPTISM & REPENTANCE
John the Baptist preached repentance and faith in the coming Messiah (the Kingdom of God at hand).  This repentance was demonstrated by water baptism.  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand… And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. (Matt 3:1,2,6)
Water baptism is to demonstrate the change that has occurred in your life because of salvation;  a repentance  from sin and a newness of life Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life (Ro 6:4+).  It is a perfect picture of what Christ did for us (buried with Him) and then what we do for Christ (rising to walk).

When you were baptized, did you have the desire to show publically this change of repentance in your life?  Most, sadly, are baptized because it is the rule of the church, or the pastor wants them to, or other people have and they are the only ones who haven’t, etc.  
THE LORD’S SUPPER & REPENTANCE
This ordinance reminds us of our Saviour’s shed blood and death on the cross for us  This alone should cause us to have a repentant heart because of all He did for us…because of our unrepentance!
1 Cor 11:26-32 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.
Baptism protects the initial entrance into the church body, keeping it clean.  The Lord’s Supper maintains the cleanliness of the church body.  It will bring to our attention time and time again our need for repentance.  We are each to “examine” our own life and see where we need to clean things up.  If we don’t do this and repent, then many of us “are weak and sickly” and many even have died…all because we would not repent!
Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent .

God is very serious about repentance.  Maybe the “unpleasant” things that are going on in your life are all because of these 2 passages above. 

It is very clear that the Lord Jesus Christ wants church members to be focused on repentance…basically from the time of salvation, then with baptism, and then every time the Lord’s Supper is observed.  He instituted “repentance” ordinances.
REPENTANCE & REALITY

So, what do I need to repent of?  I think I am “good to go” with God…

Let’s just look at 3 major areas of potential sin in our life:

1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh , and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

1.  Lust of the flesh:  laziness, comfortable surroundings, gluttony, unhealthy practices, drugs and alcohol, physical sensual gratifications, etc.

2.  Lust of the eyes:  looking at objects of desire, like homes, cars, computers, toys, video games, hobby stuff, the opposite gender, etc

3.  Pride of life:  self determination to do it “my way”;  self reliance where you don’t need anyone’s help;  pursuit of position;  pursuit of monetary gain;  showing off your looks, wit, knowledge, talent, what you own, etc.

These are just a few sinful practices that you might consider a need to repent of.  All of us are sinners by nature and by practice.  We always have a sin to repent of.  Are you willing to repent of it?

Have you ever truly repented of your life of sin and truly received salvation?!

Have you ever truly repented of your life of sin and been scripturally baptized to demonstrate it?
Are you ready and willing to repent of specific sins in your life if we were to observe the Lord’s Supper now?

What is it that you need to repent of?
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