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PRAYER: NAME IT, CLAIM IT
James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

You can’t expect for God to give you something good if you don’t even ask 
   Him for it!  Words out of your mouth, not just an impression given, or a 
   hoping, or some type of mental telepathy…speak to Him!
We typically are “lacking” so much “good” things; and it’s all “our” fault!

God the Father is all ready to give you “every good thing”, He is just waiting for 
   you to ask Him for it.

But, remember, He only gives that which is “good” for you.   So, don’t ask for a 
   million dollars, necessarily

John 16:23-24 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

John 14:13-14 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

When we pray, we need to ask our petitions of the “Father” specifically.  He is 
   the One who makes the decisions on them.
When we pray to the Father, we need to make sure that we are praying 
   “through” Jesus Christ.  It is important to use His name appropriately in our 
   prayer, in conjunction with the price He paid in order to be our Mediator.

Don’t just simply attach an “in Jesus’ name, Amen” at the end of a prayer and 
   expect it all to be fine and dandy.

Asking in Jesus Christ’s name means that you are realizing that Jesus Christ, the 
   Mediator, will approve of this;  i.e. it is in accordance with His will.  His will 
   is specifically found throughout the pages of the Bible.  So, if you can see it   

   clearly in the Bible, then it is approved by Him and will be granted.

John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

The teaching on “abiding in Christ” is not very well understood.  I believe it to 
   be more than just being saved, because in other passages it speaks of the 
   ability for a Christian “not” to abide in Christ.  So, it more likely means 
   abiding in His will.  That will which is clearly revealed in the Scriptures.  

   Another interesting possibility is that it means to be a part of His Church.
Having His “words” abiding in us would mean that they are first “in” us, and 
   “active”, “alive”, “affecting” us.

Thus, to claim this verse we need to be living our lives in accordance to Christ’s 
   will and allowing the Word of God to be affecting us.
1 John 3:22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

Just like a human father will be greatly motivated to do good things for the child 
   who is obeying and pleasing him, so is our Heavenly Father to His children.

If we are not living a life that is “generally” pleasing to God, then whatever we 
   ask we will probably not receive.

A backslidden carnal Christian probably has his prayers go no further up than 
   the ceiling overhead.

The obedience and pleasing is based on God’s Word and not “what we think”.

Mark 11:22-24 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

The same “faith” that you had to receive salvation needs to be used when you 
   ask the Lord for something.

First figure out whether God is “able” to perform it.  Then have faith that it is in 
   His will to perform it.  Then get rid of “all” doubt.

If you lack assurance on what you are asking for, then change the request to 
   something that you can be sure of.

Just simply “believe” in what you are asking for.  But, you need to base your 
   “belief” on something other than just a hunch.
1 John 5:13-15  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
If you don’t have “full” assurance of your standing with God as one of His 
   children, then you will always doubt in prayer.  So, get 100% assured of being 
   saved and then watch what happens in your prayer life.

It’s like wondering if He is really your “Father” or not, or if you are His child or 
   not.

We need “confidence” that as one of His children, we get what we ask for when 
   it is what He agrees with already.  We need unwavering “bold” confidence in 
   this.

Realize that your prayer actually enterred in the Throne room of God and He 
   just heard it with His own ears.  Not, that it shot off into space somewhere, or 
   was put on an message machine, or that God has trouble hearing all these 
   requests at once, etc.

Matt 18:19-20 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

The “you” here is probably in relation to His Church members, the disciples.  
   For, it wouldn’t make much sense if it were just talking about Christians in 
   general here.  What would be so special about 2 Christians agreeing on 
   something but are in totally different bodies, religious organizations, 
   countries, etc.  What is special is being in the same body together.  There is 
   “power” within that body…the power of the unity by the Holy Ghost.  Plus, 
   verse 20 speaks of “gathered together in my name” which speaks of an 
   assembly with some organized purpose, i.e. a Church.

It is very important to bring your prayer requests before the body of Christ you 
   are in so that this promise can be claimed.
Only 2 members are needed here, but it seems to be related to the size of the 
   Church, not just limited to 2 people, i.e. when all the members agree on 
   something, it happens. Of course, the assembled members must be of one of 
   the Lord’s Churches, and not a man made religious group.

This verse seems free of other disclaimers and just relies on a Church agreeing 
   behind some prayer request.

Also, it is very exciting to see here that Jesus Christ is in the “midst” of His 
   Church body via His representative, the Holy Ghost. There is a significance to 
   this special presence concerning prayers being answered.

HOW TO GET WHAT YOU ASK FOR FROM GOD:

1. Got to actually “ask” Him for it with your mouth.

2. Concentrate on who you are praying to (the Father) and 
    who you are praying through (Jesus Christ the Mediator).

3. Ask in accordance with the revealed will of God as found in 
    the Scriptures.

4. Be “abiding” in His will and in His Word on a continual 
    basis.

5. Please Him by obeying His commandments.

6. Have 100% full assurance and without any doubts that He 
    will indeed do this thing for you.

7. Bring it before the Church body and have everyone unite in 
    agreeing upon the prayer request.

