PASTOR: CHURCH CALLING OF ONE
JOB DESCRIPTIONS OF A PASTOR

The shepherd is not concerned with himself but is very concerned with the sheep.  For, his whole livelyhood is there before him in the pasture.  He dare not neglect them nor mistreat them.  He must be prepared for the task that is before him; keeping watch over, feeding, guiding, helping, seeking, calling, protecting, loving these tender little sheep that the Chief Shepherd has given him stewardship over.     

The first gift God gave to the church was a leader (Eph 4:11).  

The leader of a true New Testament church has many titles as found in scripture:  Angel (Rev 1:20) [holy, helping, protecting, in the prescence of God, is a messenger from God to man];  Bishop (1Tim 3:1) [, Elder (1Tim 5:17),  Messenger (2Cor 8:23), Minister (2Cor 6:4, Rom 5:16), Preacher (1Tim 2:7), Shepherd (Jer 23:4), and Teacher (Eph 4:11).  All these titles show the charactoristics of a good church leader.

     A church leader (referred to from now on as a pastor) is to be like an angel.  He is to be holy, helping, and protecting.  He is to be in the prescence of God and receive the instructions and then deliver them to the church.  An angel is a beautiful creature that shows the image of the glorious God.  The pastor must show forth God’s glory and be His messenger of truth.  

     The church needs a pastor that is an overseer, or bishop.  He is to observe all the flock and to see that they are protected and in the place they should be.  This pastor will spend night and day being concerned for his sheep and will never let them be neglected.  He must be above them spiritually so he can see them properly, i.e. a good vantage point.  Overseeing requires very accurate vision and the pastor needs to keep his eyes in good health.  

     Rulers (elders) often carry a bad connotation in the name, but the pastor must insist on being a ruler.  Often times the pastor wants to lead without ruling.  Rules have to be carried out (i.e. the rules in the Bible), thus a ruler is needed.  Everything is to be done decently and in order in God’s church.  An elder is to be looked up to with respect and should expect it.  Shyness and timidness do not belong with a leader.  He is to expect the people to remember and to obey them that have the rule over them.  Also, a pastor must rule his own home well, too.  No wishy-washy applicants need apply here.

      Oh, how a church needs a messenger from God and not just a man that fills the pulpit.  Anyone can stand behind the pulpit and give 3 points and a poem.  But, a leader will have a message for his people and that message will be pertinant and powerful. 
The word minister means servant.  Why do most pastors love to be a ruler and overseer but never concentrate much on being a servant.       The focal point of any church service is the preaching.  

And, there is no more an important area to lead in than as a preacher.  A pastor cannot become weak doctrinally nor on his convictions but must stand apart and above all others in his church as a leader in preaching God’s Word.  

The wandering sheep so desperately need someone to lead them through the pastures of life… a shepherd.   The pastor is to lead the flock of God with patience, love, carefulness, and concern.       

A good leader of the flock must be a teacher, too.  The pastor teaches others to one day become a leader.  He must pursue in evangelism to make full proof of his ministry (2Tim 4:5). He must not flee the flock but feed it and heed it (John 10:11).   

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

Ability by God to Shepherd, Bishop, Elder  (he is not just ‘the preacher’)

Ability by God to Feed, Heed, Lead

Look at the ‘so-called’ qualifications

Look at his family: ruleth well; children in subjection with all gravity

Look at his doctrinal statement:  will need to expound greatly on this in an interview.  He should also examine yours (but afterwards)

What is he putting as a priority: God’s call?  Money?   Location?   Building?  etc

In depth interviews with previous churches he was a member of.   Is he still under authority of a church (he should be).

Why does he feel God’s call to your church?  Need some good concrete reasons, not just ‘I felt my heart jump when we got here’.

You get to choose who will lead you and who you will gladly follow and submit to.

Add to your Bylaws specific reasons for removal of  the pastor from his position.

It is a symbiotic relationship;  he will need your help and cooperation.  Let him into your lives.

He must have been trained already to pastor;  no OJT for this most important position.  (not fresh out of Bible College, etc)

Every flock desperately needs to have a shepherd;  don’t delay, but do be careful.

Beware, there are a lot of wolves in shepherds’ clothing!

     Bad leadership prevails among todays religious assemblies.  These “leaders” are leading their innocent sheep into transgressions (Jer 2:8), they are brutish towards them (Jer 10:21), they trodden them under foot (Jer 12:10), and they destroy and scatter these precious ewes (Jer 23:1).  These leaders need to heed Jeremiah’s call that “I have not hastened from being a pastor to follow thee”.  All leaders follow some other leader.  No one is without a guide.  

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want”.  May our pastors look to their Chief Pastor as their one and only leader so they can take tender care of HIS sheep (Isa 40:11,49:9-10)!

WHERE TO FIND ONE:

A) Acts 6 example;  also, Matthias’ example  (they know everyone, they are know, they are proved already, follows scriptural plan)
B) Paul’s preacher boys examples:  Paul was trusted;  he sent churches ‘good’ pastors.

C) Other churches that believe like you do that you know.
D) No parachurch:  college, non-church sent

E) No general advertising:  It’s not a job search (this is unscriptural).  Any man that would answer an ad like this I would have a lot of 

     concern for.

A very odd thing is the sheep choosing their shepherd.

WHAT DOES HE EXPECT OF YOU?

A) Followship

B) Liberty

C) Communication

D) To be taken care of well:  #1 financial priority.

(and much much more)
[there is much more to say on this subject: this is just a short lesson]
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