ARE YOU INVOLVED IN THE

OCCULT
Pastor David Warner

Faithful Baptist Church

Omak, Washington

The Bible and the Occult

1 Thess 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jer 14:14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.

Deut 18:9-12 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.
Lev 19:31 Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.

Lev 20:6 And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.

Lev 20:27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.

Eph 5:6-8 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

Deut 13:1-5 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death;

The Occult
It really means “hidden”, “secret”. Makes the indoctrinated feel “special” by their secret knowledge, powers.

Typically believes that there is a non-living, impersonal “force” that can be manipulated by us thru rituals, techniques, etc.  (“the force be with you”). The  world is looking for new information about life, death, and beyond.  They don’t want to accept the Bible.

Continuity of the messages

The messages that come through channeling, psychic phenomena, remote viewing, trances, etc, all seem to have a common theme:  it is that there is a “oneness” in the universe, and that we all need to be enlightened to it;  there is no death, no sin, and definitely no hell.  God is who you make him (or her or it) to be.  Read 2Pe 1:21 to them.
Music
There are many musicians that are heavily involved with the occult. Their music will demonstrate this both in lyrics and in musical style. Almost all the former great rock groups were deep into this: Rolling Stones, Beatles, Led Zeppelin, The Who, The Grateful Dead, REO Speedwagon, The Eagles, etc, etc.
Drugs

Ilicit drugs are notorious for putting the user into an alterred state of consciousness so that they can try to escape reality and just “feel better”. The drug explosion of the 60’s has catapulted this nation into a literal drug use crisis. What American hasn’t at least “experimented” with ilicit drugs?! Beware of the inevitable course of drug use:  caffeine indulgence, nicotine addiction, alcohol abuse, narcotic overuse, marijuana, downers/uppers, cocaine, hallucinogens, heroine, meth, etc.
Movies/TV

Todays popular movies, tv shows, and cartoons are saturated with occult phenomena and inferences.  Some are just outright evil:  Harry Potter, horror flics, power ranger cartoons and the like, teen witch shows…

Schools

They preach evolution from kindergarten to graduate school.  You get enough reinforcement on something, you wil eventually believe it. The Bible’s religion is the only one that can not be discussed or taught in the public schools. Shamanism, witchcraft, visualization techniques, relaxation techniques, psychic phenomenon, eco-theology, the paranormal, etc. are all frequently spoken of by teachers week by week and year by year in the public schools.  The teachers want to influence your children on what is important in their mind…like evolution, no sin, no God, abortion, safe sex, free thought, etc. Many teachers are the product of the 60’s and 70’s mindset…and they want to keep that free speech, free thought, free love going.

Evolution   
The original lie to Eve is continued today. It states that we are continuing to “evolve” as humans, and thus evolving to “godhood” is not too farfetched. It teaches superior “races” of peoples via evolution of the species. Theistic evolution is just as bad…it still shows evolving into superior beings, etc. Evolution is statistically impossible: just getting a particular order of the alphabet is 10 to the 23rd power.  How about the DNA strand having its 3000 amino acids in a certain “correct” order?! Evolution is spiritual…you need more faith to believe chance making the complexities we see, than an all wise Creator designing it!   Romans 1:20 needs to be preached to these decieved folk.
Nature worship

Cosmic consciousness.  Oneness with the universe.  Mother Earth.  Eco-theology. Tied directly in with ‘evilution’.  

Teaches that plants and rocks are just as important as humans;  thus hurting any of these have a high penalty. Pagans of centuries ago commonly worshipped trees, rocks, the earth.  Al Gore is deeply involved with this “religion”.  Nature is the god.  Romans 1:24 needs to be read to these folk.
Spirit Influence
The “spirit” operates the brain (i.e. it is the “will”, “mind”, “you”). Anything that alters the conscious level can loosen this operational control and then “entities” are better able to influence the brain and the person.  There are other “minds” out there waiting to influence bodies…which they do not have, but desperately want to control. Our spirit definitely separates from our body after death, so it is reasonable to assume that there can be some potential separation even now before death.  There surely is spiritually bad influences out there: just look at serial killers, cult leaders’ mass suicides, the maniac of Gadera, haunted houses, and much much more.

Psychics

Deals with ESP, mental telepathy, clairovoyance, palm readers, fortune tellers, and astrology.  They are really the “garbage pale” of occult practices today.  The “psychic” is gifted with special powers to see the future, and view the unknown past. They claim that psychic “powers” are not spiritual in nature, but mental. Big business now with several cable channels devoted to it.

Channeling

Being used as a spirit “medium” to ‘channel’ secret information that is apparently from more intelligent beings.  JZ Knight is a popular channeler.

Sceances

A group of people pooling their “spiritual” powers to typically cause levetation of something or someone.  Commonly played around with by youth at pajama parties, etc.

Ouija Board

A popular “game” in the 70’s that is still used today by witches to have special communication from the dead.  It can still be purchased by the consumer.  It is “extremely” dangerous spiritually!

Remote Viewing

A viewer receives information from a source in a remote area via a “mental image”.  This “activity” is picking up in popularity of late.

Imaging

Focusing repetitively on one thought or image to the point that this causes the thought or image to be put into the subconscious where it can then “unleash its powers” and cause the thought or image to become a reality.  Again, this is said to be mental powers not spiritual.  

Visualization

Very similar to imaging, in that the person visualizes in his “minds eye” something to happen, or the changing of a past event, to the point that this goes into the subconscious and it then becomes a reality.  Practicers of this often are heard saying “mind over matter”.  This is being practiced by psychologists and even Christian counselors.
Past lives 

Experiencing, learning from, and even ability to change one’s past life.  The process to go back into the past is only a devil inspired “trip” and is totally against Biblical teachings.
Recovering Repressed Memories

The practice of “going back into the past” psychologically and dealing with traumatic events that may have been repressed, and then exposing them and then “dealing with them”.  It involves occultic practices of mind alteration and the travel into the subconscious…so they say.

Rebirthing 
Practiced through visualization; going back to the birth experience to ilicit positive changes.

Inner Guides 

Many occultic groups teach that one must contact their inner spiritual guide that will help them on their journey through life.

Ascended Masters 

Similar to an inner guide, but one is motivated to contact an ascended master who is the expert in life now and can greatly help you.

Out of body experience 
Often occurs when one is close to death or has a traumatic experience;  their spirit leaves their body and looks down upon it; special awareness of oneself is suppose to be gotten from this).  Also known as OBE.

Near death experience 
Basically the same as above;  often there is a special sneak preview of the “afterlife” 

given this person…a bright warm light spoke to them…they were given a special message from beyond).
Astral Projection 

The ability to leave ones body and travel at great speeds to other places and view them.  This actually does literally happen to these poor folk, in the spirit rhealm.  It is exciting for them, but is not brought about by God’s holy angels…
Goddess worship

This is popular amongst the Feminist movement.  Ancient pagan goddesses are chosen to be helpers in furthering the movement and one’s own feminism.

Yoga

A body positionin practice that is ultimately designed to have one yolk up with Brahman, the supreme deity of 

Buddhism.  The Lord of Yoga is Shiva, which is also known as the Destroyer.  There are 7 “chakras” of the spine that apparently need to be reached, one by one, through positioning of the body and relaxation of the mind, until the spiritual “chakra” level is made.Yoga is usually practiced today without such initiation into its center core.

TM

Transcendtal Meditation involves the repeating of a phrase or sound over and over again until the person eaches an alterred state of consciousness.  In Buddhism, a demonic entities name is repeated over and over, known as the “mantra”.
Hypnotism
A practice that causes one’s conscious state to go into an unconscious one.  This state is not the sleep state but one where the power of “suggestion” can work.  Thus, a hypnotized person is told that they hate cigarettes, and then when they “awake” they truly do hate cigarettes.  Just think if they were told other things in this state like “you can be a god”, “religion is your enemy”, “sin and hell are myths”, etc.  They would come out of this believing it.  The devils obviously can affect the hypnotized person greatly too.  Hypnotism is rooted in shamanism and the putting of the subject into “trances” by the witch doctors.  Hypnotherapy is a recognized AMA technique that insurance covers.  
Psychologists
Sigmuend Frued said that “religion is the enemy”.  He and all his famous collegues taught that there was no god, that self-improvement/esteem/worth/love/confidence is what matters.  Today, psychologists call what we know as sin, as a syndrome or a disease.    They pose themselves as the scientists of the psyche or of the soul.  They are totally open to the world of the paranormal, but totally closed to what the Bible has to say about it all (in general).
Hollistic Medicine

They center of teaching is the interrelationship of the mind, body, and spirit.  This theory is centerred correctly, but they then teach occultic principles behind this relationship vice the Bible’s.   Dangerous hollistic practices to be aware of are: accupuncture, accupressure, iridology, aromatherapy, color therapy, biofeedback, etc.
UFO’s
Those that believe in UFO’s deny the existance of an almighty God, but do believe that there is life on other planets, and this life is trying to communicate with us.  The theory of evolution makes this teaching basically mandatory…i.e., why is Earth the only place with life?  There are probably life forms existing that are hundreds of times more evolved than we mere humans are.  As our world worsens, many want these “aliens” to come and save us from sure self destruction.  The UFO’s many times are seen to be moving at over 7000 miles per hour, are just a blurr of amber light, and can change their appearance instantly, denoting a non-matter quality.  This could well be describing angelic appearances.  So called contacts with aliens have commonly had messages received saying that we all just need to be “one”, and that there is a coming universal peace, and to remove the obstacles in the way to that (i.e. Christians).  NASA is supporting much research into this and has theorized that these UFO’s are highly evolved “spirit beings” that are trying to help are messed up planet.
THE OCCULT IN CHRISTIANITY:      Ezekiel 8
The devils are still active today, and their number one target is Christians.  Therefore, the occult must be sneaking into Christianity, as it is everywhere else.  

Religious tolerance

Ecumenicism allows for just about any odd belief and practice to be accepted…stating that as long as you “love God” then who is to say what is “truth”.  But, a strict literal interpretation of the Bible is the one belief that is not allowed!

The New Age Movement

The New Age Movement (NAM) is both a religious and a social movement that was derived from astrology. It is a religious world view that is alien and hostile to Christianity. It's a multi-focused, multi-faceted synthesis, in varying degrees, of the Far Eastern, mystical religions, mainly Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Western Occultism, adapted to and influenced by Western, materialistic culture. It sometimes appears in secularized forms. The major goal of the New Age Movement is to bring peace to the world through an evolutionary transition from the Piscean Age (rationality) to the Age of Aquarius (the spiritual stage of bliss and harmony of all things). This will be accomplished primarily through the leadership of "the Christ" (also known as "Lord Maitreya"), who will supposedly come to teach us to live at peace with each other. Some New Age practices are:  spiritualism, astrology, bioenergy, Chi energy, chakras, nirvana, Christ-consciousness, Native American Spirituality, Prajna, out-of-body/near-death experiences, reincarnation, rebirthing; inner healing; biofeedback; yoga; I Ching; reflexology; black and white magic; fire-walking; trance-channeling; therapeutic touch; transpersonal psychology; witchcraft; parapsychology; Magick; Tai Chi; Shamanism; hypnotherapy; acupuncture/acupressure; TM; martial arts; Zen; Relaxation; Erhard Seminar Training (est); Silva Method (formerly Silva Mind Control); visualization; crystal power, and pyramid power.  Many New Agers attach great importance to artifacts, relics, and sacred objects, all of which can be profitably offered for sale: Tibetan bells, exotic herbal teas, Viking runes, solar energizers, colored candles for "chromotherapy," and a plethora of occult books, pamphlets, instructions, and tape recordings. Crystals are the favorite New Age object. These are not only thought to have mysterious healing powers, but are considered programmable, like a computer, if one just concentrates hard enough. Other New Age objects would include the rainbow; butterfly; pyramid; triangle; eye in triangle/pyramid; unicorn; Pegasus (winged-horse); swastika; yin-yang; goathead on pentagram; concentric circles; rays of light; crescent moon; etc
Christian Science and other cults
Uniting the Bible with paganism without shame.  The practice of spiritism within the framework of the Bible;  most passages are “spiritualized” and are twisted to support ancient pagan principles like:  we are gods, mind over matter, there is no sin or hell (as the Bible clearly states).

Catholicism

It’s whole reason for existance is based upon a “marriage” of lukewarm Christianity and paganism.  Many occult practices and images are seen here, such as idolatry, relic power, saint communication, angelic apparitions, rosary, the mass, purgatory, Mariolatry, etc.

Supernatural excitement

The constant infatuation with the “supernatural” but seeming total disregard for the Bible.  Visions, voices, secret knowledge, healings, miracles, close encounters, heavenly travel, etc.   It seems that what is sought after is the “strange and bizarre” and not the “thus saith the Lord” from the Word of God.

Charismatic Chaos

They seem to focus on techniques to disassociate the brain from the will, like:  tongue speaking, repetitive praise phrases, slained in the spirit, swooning of the spirit, etc.  Again, the truth of the Bible is exchanged for the supernatural experience that is achieved.  Popular now is the teaching of territorial spirits, exorcisms, holy laughter, getting drunk with the spirit, special annointings, praying and fasting rituals to enter one into another spiritual dimension, extreme worship experiences, etc. 

Counterfeit Miracles

Satan can be transformed into an angel of light.  He is the great counterfeiter:   counterfeit Christ, Bibles, Churches, and indeed, counterfeit miracles.  He has power to do a lot…but he can’t create of course.  Thus, much of the so-called miracles we hear about today in Christian circles, may very well be directly from Satan himself.   Especially is seen in “healings”.  

Cultic occult

Just one look at Mormonism, and one sees how the Bible can be mixed with Satanism and can become extremely popular and powerful.  Cults usually teach godhood, the “force”, oneness with the universe, no hell, no judgement, etc.
Occult Bibles

A quick overview of Riplinger’s New Age Bible Versions book, and you will understand the wicked ploy of the Devil with these perverted English Bible versions.  Basically, every version other than the King James, is full of additions, subtractions, changes, softenings to passages dealing with solid doctrines like the blood atonement, the deity of Christ, Christ’s virgin birth, the reality of sin, the realness of Hell and eternal punishment, the one way of salvation, and the coming one world religion.  These Bibles support occult principles like godhood, no hell, all roads lead to God, etc.

Christian Psychobabble
So called Christian Psychologists are using and teaching occultic practices to the church.  First of all, in order to be a real Psychologist, one has to go thru an accredited University that teaches it…and they all are based in humanistic, God and Bible denying philosophies!  Practices such as “visualization”, “positive thinking”, and “inner guides” are taught.  These are mixed with Bible verses to make them sound legitamate, but whose core is nothing but the lie of the Devil:  you are your own god…just listen to your inner god…remove all negative thoughts and you will force good to occur, etc.
