THERE IS NO NEW THING UNDER THE SUN…
Every year we seem to keep looking for something new and improved.  Many can’t wait to see ‘next years’ models of cars;  or the latest new version of a computer program; or the newest technology advancement;  or the latest fashion;  or the latest hit movie; or the new release from your favorite singing group;  or the newest health & beauty breakthroughs…
There is always something exciting about getting something that is brand new;  like trading in your 3 year old vehicle for a brand new one.  New is usually different, interesting, perfect, clean, awesome…   
A new year is exciting because it is basically a fresh start and the sky is the limit on what may happen in this new year.  What new things will this year bring to you?  What new things will you buy?  What new places will you go to?  What new challenges will you face?  Or, will it all be same ol’ same ol’?  Even though we think of all the ‘new’ things a ‘new’ year may bring; it usually isn’t  really that new and different.

The Bible says:   Eccl 1:9-10 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new ? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.   We keep making so called new things out of old junk.  New cars out of old metal.  New computers out of old copper and silicon, etc.. New inventions really aren’t new but variations on previously tried experiments.  Interesting to note, it has been found that the ancient cities back in Solomon’s era had battery powered lights, fancy plumbing (including flush toilets), hi-tech irrigation for farming, and an architectural soundness that rivals the latest computer generated buildings in New York City.  Societies develop to a high level and then through sin they crash to being base again.  There really is not anything new under our sun.

Yet, we still pursue ‘new’ things.  In Acts 17:21 the Bible states (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing).  Internet surfing, mass media, 10 different news tv stations, books upon books, magazines about every imaginable thing;  we as a society are bent on learning or experiencing something new.  Why would someone need to have 50+ tv stations?!  Tired of the old, wants something new and different.  Why do we have 15 pairs of shoes?  5 purses?  23 ties?  (1 pair of underwear).  

There truly is nothing new under the sun no matter how hard we try to find it.  But, there is something new ‘beyond’ the sun!  There is nothing but “new” awaiting us all out there beyond the heavens!
Rev 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new . And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.  There will be nothing that is old and boring.
Isa 65:17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. Rev 21:1-2 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.   This ol’ earth and the entire universe will pass away and not be remembered anymore.  Something totally new for sure will be this New Jerusalem that will probably set just off the surface of the earth and will by 1500 mi x 1500 mi x 1500 mi
2 Peter 3:13-14 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. We should be looking forward to these truly ‘new’ things.  And also the new thing of an earth that is ruled rightly and all obey and get along with each other (at least externally).
There are unending new things to be discovered in this new universe of the saints.  It is beyond our comprehension what is in store for us.   1 Cor 2:9 says But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
One of the ‘new’ things that we do know of is each of us having a ‘new’ name.  In Rev 2:17 the Bible says He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.  And in Rev 3:12  it says Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.  These probably overcame the condemnation to Hell by putting their trust in the Saviour.  This hidden manna is maybe angel’s food, or maybe even better.  The white stone represents acquittal from all charges against them before the Judge.  Their new name will be in that stone and will be their specific personal acquital of all wrong.  The new name may be representative of your life here on earth.  What will yours possibly be?  Lazy…pleasure seeker…faithful…car lover…merciful…cranky…joyous…latte lady…Bible scholar??????
In Rev 5:9 we read And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;  We will learn new songs there.  There maybe tens of thousands of ‘songs’ played on the radio now, but these songs will be new in a way we are not used to.  They will be perfect, holy, right, uplifting, glorifying, worshipful, praise songs that will be markedly different than what we hear today.   Our music slants to the worldly, profane style and its lyrics are base and giddy.  Don’t build a big CD collection, for none of it will be good enough for heaven.  We won’t be playing the best of the Statler Brothers or the latest hit from Carmen or Sandi Patti.   Are your songs slanting toward the heavenly or the worldly?
We would never be able to obtain these new things (heaven, earth, name, song, etc) without one very important item.  
Matt 26:28,29 reads For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.
The Testator, Jesus Christ, had to die and shed His blood in order for us to be made ‘new’ and then be able to partake of ‘all things becoming new’.  Also, when we get to Heaven and are at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, I believe that soley the Bride will be partaking of the Lord’s Supper with her Husband and drinking the blood of the grape.   This ‘New Testament’ is written down and we have it today in English in the King James Version Bible.  New versions like the NAS, NKJV, NRSV, NIV, etc., are not new and improved like they say, but based on old corrupt manuscripts that are Devil inspired.
Because of this ‘blood of the new testament’ we can be new.  2 Cor 5:17 says Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  We may not be ‘perfect’ yet but if you are saved then you are indeed ‘new’ in every aspect of your being.  You think anew, feel anew, act anew, and have a new part of you, the Holy Spirit of God!  You become a spiritual being in the image of God.  For Titus 3:5 states Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  we essentially become a ‘new born’ baby spiritually:  John 3:3says that Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  Furthermore, we read in Ezek 36:26 that A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  And in John 1:12 the Bible says But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  Thus, when we receive salvation, we immediately become a ‘new creature’ via the ‘renewing’ power of the Holy Ghost, and are ‘new born babes’ spiritually, having a ‘new heart’ and a ‘new spirit’, and are become the ‘sons of God’.  Now that is pretty significantly ‘new’!
And now that we are indeed so new, we are to act it.  In Eph 4:22-24 the Bible states That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.   And Col 3:9-10 says Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:  Even though we are new creatures, spiritual ones, we are faced with the challenge of still holding on to the ‘old creature’.  We need to focus on the new, i.e. the new man, the spiritual part of us.  
We are surrounded by so called new things every day.  But are they really that new?  There are some incredibly unique new things awaiting for us.  The new heaven and earth, a new name, a new song, new things that we could never imagine.  But, we will never get anything new unless we become new ourselves.  We need to become new born spiritual creatures via the Holy Ghost.  Then we are to make sure we let that new part of us truly be us, and control us.  There will be an immense amount of new thngs for the new creature who tries to keep himself in this incredibly different and new state.  Are you looking for new things under the sun….or beyond the sun?!  Get your mind off of the old corrupt things of this world and focus on the fact that ‘all things are become new’.
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