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INTRODUCTION

Haggai 2:13,14   We need to get our hands off the unclean things of this world if we are going to serve our Holy God.

The Bible reveals the effect of music on King Saul in 1 Samuel 16:23. King Saul had sinned and faced rejection as king of Israel and was troubled by an evil spirit. He called for David, a shepherd boy at the time, to soothe him by his musical art. Please note that the verse does not say that David sang for Saul and that the words were a comfort to him. The Bible says specifically that David "took an harp and played with his hand."

Purely instrumental music affected Saul in three ways: physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

Here are some verses to ponder:

Ro 8:5,8,13,14; (look up)

1 Cor 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

Lucifer’s specialty was music and worship in heaven and it hasn’t changed since he was kicked out.

Christian music, of course, should be music that worships and glorifies God and spiritually uplifts the believer .

Rock music by its very nature, however, expresses an unspoken desire to smash such a worship to pieces since its appeal is not to the higher elements of man's nature, including his new nature, but to his lowest. Teenagers do not listen to rock because of its fine quality, but because of its erotic qualities. 

And Bob Larsen said, "Rock makes an appeal to the physical and carnal. Those who live superficial lives spiritually will obviously gravitate quickly to such an approach .... 

"Christian" rock music is as consistent as "Christian" pot parties, "Christian" promiscuity or "Christian pornography. In fact, it might not be too long betore the latter will be defended with the same logic as "Christian" rock is presently being defended, viz., "You don't want to lose these teenagers now, do you?" 

LYRICS:

Words are often added to it to tell us more of what it already has begun to make us feel.  The lyrics must be in full agreement with Scripture (i.e. doctrine) to be accepatble to the Lord God.
Our spiritual songs must be sufficiently clear so as to convey the truth plainly, and must be consistent with biblical revelation (i.e., sound doctrine)-the words should focus upon the Lord Jesus Christ and encourage practical submission to God's order in all our personal affairs. Most contemporary Christian music can be rejected on the basis of lyrics alone-even when the lyrics are audibly clear, the predominance of false doctrine and/or the shallow view of the person and work of Jesus Christ is often appalling. 

Unclear words or meaning causes stress to the mind and spirit (1Co 14:15).  God is not the author of confusion.  He wants everything to be very clear and understandable.

Larry Norman is frequently dubbed "the father of Christian rock." in another song he refers to Christ (at His return for His Church) as an "Unidentified Flying Object." In still another song, he pitifully trivializes the Gospel of the Resurrection with the following lyrics: They nailed Him to a cross, They put Him in the ground, Just goes to show you, Can't keep a good Man down. 

"I want the people to know/ that he saved my soul/ But I still like to listen to the radio/ THEY SAY ROCK ‘N’ ROLL IS WRONG/ we’ll give you one more chance/ I say I feel so good/ I gotta get up and dance. "I know what’s right/ I know what’s wrong/ I don’t confuse it/ All I’m really trying to say/ Is why should the Devil have all the good music?/ I feel good every day/ ’Cause Jesus is the rock/ and he rolled my blues away. "THEY SAY TO CUT MY HAIR/ THEY’RE DRIVING ME INSANE/ I grew it out long/ to make room for my brain/ But sometimes people don’t understand/ What’s a good boy doing in a rock ‘n’ roll band? "There’s nothing wrong with playing blues licks/ But IF YOU GOT A REASON/ TELL ME TO MY FACE / Why should the Devil have all the good music/ There’s nothing wrong with what I play/ ‘Cause Jesus is the rock/ and he rolled my blues away. "I ain’t knocking the hymns/ JUST GIVE ME A SONG THAT HAS A BEAT/ I ain’t knocking the hymns/ Just give me a song that moves my feet/ I DON’T LIKE NONE OF THOSE FUNERAL MARCHES/ I ain’t dead yet! 

Brian Warner (Marilyn Manson) stated: "The Antichrist isn’t just me, or just one person. It’s all of us, a collective state of mind that America needs to have awakened in them. I want to wake it in them. That’s the purpose of this tour, maybe even my life, to make Americans realize they don’t have to believe in something just because they’ve been told it all their lives. You can’t have someone who’s never had sex or drugs telling you it’s wrong. Only through experience can you determine your own morality" "Hopefully, I’ll be remembered as the one who brought an end to Christianity. … Each age must have at least one brave individual that tries to bring an end to Christianity. ... No one has managed to succeed yet; maybe through music we can finally do it".

Let’s now look at the parts to music:  Melody, Harmony, and Rhythm

MELODY

“Spirit centered”. The main emphasis of all music of all periods of time.  It is the main focus of the listener.  It affects the spirit of man (Mt 6:33), and is the important part with God (Eph 5:18,19). 

Melody must have rhthm, for the music needs the rhythm to give meter and movement from one “note” to the next.

HARMONY “Mind centered”. Background; directly supports the melody, but always secondary;  it affects the intellect and emotions (2Co 10:5).  Harmony that is against the melody is called “discidence”, which causes great stress.  
The melody needs to be primary, with the harmony quietly supporting it.  This brings about peace to the body and spirit, and doesn’t stimulate the flesh.

RHYTHM

“Flesh centered”

It is last in importance in the parts of music.  It makes the music have order and move.

It should never be the focus.  If rhythm is primary focus then the music is sensual.

It is very powerful though, and can easily be misused.

Proper balance is the key with music. Blending these three parts, with the melody as the main focus.

It makes the music move along. The rhythm is what can also “move” you.  This makes it “sensual”, fleshly, earthly.  Most music today is rhythm dominated, and thus sensual dominated, no matter how “nice” the lyrics are.  

The word “rhythm” comes from “rhea” which means to flow or to pulse.  If you have none, you’re dead; too much, and you could die;  it sets the pace for the whole body, being (heartbeat).    

Rhythm is the orderly movement of music through time. Just as the heartbeat is the life of the body, rhythm is the life of music and provides its essential energy. 

Music’s rhythm can either be steady and in concord with the body, or it can be irratic and against the body’s own rhythm.  A march has the beat on one and three. ONE, two, THREE, four, ONE, two, THREE, four. Syncopated music is one, TWO, three, FOUR, one, TWO, three, FOUR;  with many variations.  Syncopation puts the accent on a beat other than the downbeat of a measure or on some portion of a beat other than its beginning. This creates a kind of metrical jerk

It is a “Rumba” style beat with the accent just off the beat, so it “swings”.  The “rock” beat comes from African Voodoo rhythms which are basically a “stop and apestic” beat pattern (i.e. 2 short beats followed by 1 long).  The “pestic”, non-syncopated, steady march beat goes in line with the body’s and doesn’t create stress.  

The rhythms in most of today’s modern music is centered in the ancient pagan voodoo beat in the jungles of Africa.  It made its way to America through Haitian and African slaves.  They began styles such as the “blues”, “jazz”, “boogie woogie”, “rhamba”, etc.  These styles quickly caught on and were introduced into more traditional unsyncopated music of the day.

The following are some quotes about the pagan origins of today’s music beat:

John Lennon said rock & roll gets through to people because of its voodoo beat: "Because it is primitive enough ... and it gets through to you its beat. Go to the jungle and they have the rhythm and it goes throughout the world and it’s as simple as that". 

"Everywhere you look on the planet people are using drums to alter consciousness. … I’ve discovered, along with many others, the extraordinary power of music, particularly percussion, to influence the human mind and body. . . . There have been many times when I’ve felt as if the drum has carried me to an open door into another world", (Mickey Hart, drummer for the Grateful Dead).

"As with the Colony slaves, they brought with them only their worship of the gods, their dances, and their drum beats. There is no question that Haiti was the central place where African religious traditions … syncretized with Catholic beliefs and practices to produce vaudou, (voodoo) … the ceremonies centered upon worship of the snake god Damballa through singing, dancing, and spirit possession. Their religous worship was based upon dancing and drums, and as they worshipped a god or demon, the ultimate experience was to have their bodies possessed by that demon. “(Eileen Southern)

The Samba was dedicated to the god ‘simbi,’ god of seduction and fertility. The Conga was named after the African demon ‘congo.’ The Mamba was named after the voodoo priestess who offered sacrifices to the demons during the rituals. The rhythm is more important than the meaning of the words. Our gods respond to rhythm above all else." (a Macumba priestess in Brazil)

If one has ever listened to an African drum group play, he will understand that American rock musicians are just catching up to the African rhythms.  

In Africa, the heathen are able to play "poly rhythms." Poly, of course, means many. They have all these drums and other percussion instruments, rhythm instruments, that all make different sounds, and they can hear them. They can make one rhythm with their feet, another with their torso, some more with their arms, and some more with their fingers and wrists, some more in their heads; and they can dance six or seven different rhythms at one time. It is an amazing thing; however, it is all sensual; it’s all for the body; and it’s all created by their ability to hear and put into their bodies those dance rhythms that were created specifically to make their bodies move in ways that are not polite. They dance until they drop over and are possessed by devils, and then they get back up and they dance again.  This often goes on for hours and hours, all night long.

Rhythm has a powerful affect on us.  Let’s examen this a bit.

Syncopation puts the accent on a beat other than the downbeat of a measure or on some portion of a beat other than its beginning. This creates a kind of metrical jerk

The body is structured with a steady, march-like rhythm in the background...anything changing this, can change the whole body and its processes.  “The vascular, respiratory and autonomic nervous systems all use it to perform their functions. Man is a rhythmic being and therefore has an inherent affinity for certain rhythms,” (Bob Larsen).

"Rock is visceral. It does disturbing things to your body. In spite of yourself, you find your body tingling, moving with the music. ... To get into rock, you have to give in to it, let it inside, flow with it, to the point where it consumes you, and all you can feel or hear or think about is the music. ... Such open sensuality", (Tom McSloy, rock music performer).

Today’s music contains harmonic dissonance and melodic discord while it accents a syncopated rhythm with a big beat. 

The anapestic beat [two short beats, a long beat, then a pause] used by many rock musicians actually is the exact opposite of our heart and arterial rhythms.  Going against this natural rhythm will bring stress, confusion, and even loss of conciousness (just go to a heavy metal concert).

"A broken meter in the treble, played over an insistently regular beat in the left hand with gradually increasing rapidity almost to the point of frenzy... is capable of producing the identical disintegrating and almost hysterical effect on an organism; as if a person would try to rush madly in two directions at the same time." "Any psychiatrist knows that it is precisely this two-directional pull of conflicting drives of emotions that is helping to fill our mental hospitals with broken wrecks of humanity." (a music and psychology expert)

Researchers have discovered that consonant and dissonant chords, syncopated heavy rhythms, volume, etc, all exert a profound effect upon man's pulse rate and regularity, respiration, blood pressure, skeletal muscles, digestion, internal secretions, neuronal networking in the brain, and that certain rhythms can even cause a rare malady known as "musicogenic epilepsy" with which some of its victims have been tormented to the point of committing suicide or murder.

Music is shown to affect plants, which proves that rhythms, etc, apart from lyrics, can affect an organism. Rock music stunted the growth of a wide variety of plants, and when played long enough, the plants actually died.  Certain forms of music and certain musical insturments (specifically, classical music and the violin) caused plants to grow at twice their normal speed, and that later generations of the seeds of musically stimulated plants carried on the improved traits of greater size, more leaves, etc.  Music is indeed has powerful affects.

It’s easy to see this power of music by examining different concert scenarios:  a heavy metal concert – heads banging, fists in air, even violent slamming into each other;  a techno-punk (skinhead) concert – jerky body contorting,  people jumping off the stage, violence;  a rap concert – very pronounced jerking of the body and head to the strong beat, with bizarre hand jesturing, violence;  a hiphop concert – wild girating of hips and shoulders, animilistic jesturing, sexual;  a standard pop-rock concert – head banging, fists in air, jerky body contorting, bizzare hand jesturing, wild girating of the hips, violence and sexual.  Why does the crowd do this?  It comes “naturally”.  Now, look at a “Christian” concert crowd playing similarly as each of these scenarios, and you will see the same types of movements, violent and sexual!!  The kids really don’t care about the words...but they love “the beat”.

Most of rock music did away with melodic interest a long time ago. Therefore, if melody is unimportant, why have it? This is exactly what rap 'music' has done. It has emphasized rhythm as the only important musical element, while de-emphasizing melody and harmony to the point where they are virtually non-existent. By every good definition of music, rap is not music! It is merely rhythmic entertainment

The music we listen to all has a “beat”.  The question is what is this beat stimulating us to do or feel?  Is it going with our own natural rhythm thus creating concord?  Is it tertiary in importance (behind melody and harmony)?  Do we hardly even notice it?  OR is it going against “us” creating stress, violence, sensuality, rebellion?  Is it the prominant thing we hear or feel?  If everything was removed from the song except for the rhythm, would we be able to distinguish it as “godly” or would it be “worldly”?!  The million dollar question is, can the “beat” be inheritantly evil, or is the beat “neutral”?  We already have discovered that the beat is not neutral.  It can be used to stimulate the flesh towards evil.  The flesh is always bent for evil, sensuality, worldliness, violence, rebellion.  The beat, whether in “Christian” music or not, will promote either concord or stress and chaos.  Even the subtilest “backbeat” can “get us going” in the flesh, even if we are singing spiritual truths in the Spirit.  What then happens is the Spirit and the flesh battling each other for the two lusteth against each other, and sad to say, the flesh usually wins out (Ga 5:17).  A little beat goes a long ways.  Remember, the spirit (melody) is willing but the flesh (rhythm) is weak.

Test your music: if beat is the focus then it’s controlling you to some degree; see if you are lifted spiritually verses emotionally or physically.  Toe tapping, head bobbin music may be feeding your flesh and not your spirit.

Beware Christian;  the music you keep listening to hour after hour is indeed having an affect on you.  Most of the time you are not even aware of it.  Little by little it changes you. The Devil knows how to get to you.  Think about this: Now let’s say we add just a little bit of sensual rhythm to a song. We make it just one degree away from truly spiritual, holy music. It will appeal to a lot of Christians. Then we have some other music that really is boogie, but we call it Southern gospel; and that will appeal to a lot of Christians. They excuse it by saying it is just "down home" music. No, it isn’t. It’s boogie woogie, but some Christians still think it is O.K. Then there is the Contemporary Christian Music, which sounds like it is being sung in a nightclub.  But, now we just say it is “contemporary” and “uptodate”.  Next, rap, hiphop, and metal will be sung in our holy places of worship because they have supplanted the others and have become the norm!!  What will music be like in an hundred years?!  What will music be like before the throne of our Holy God??!!

