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Acts 13

How Missionaries are chosen and sent (1-5)

The church in Antioch was commissioned probably from that first church in Jerusalem.  (1)

The Antioch church became a notable Missionary sending church. (1)

This church was healthy in that they had some pastors/teachers that were ready to go to the mission field when called upon. (1)

This is the Biblical way to get ready to be called and to go to the mission field God has for you: busy ministering, church fasts. (2)

The Holy Spirit is the guide in the calling, and tells the church what to do; no mission board or denominational structure involved.(2)

It is always best to be sent with another man to help you with the work:  accountability, encouragement, helper. (2)

The Holy Spirit had already called these two, and probably these 2 knew their calling already;  just waited for the church to agree.(2)

Proper “commissioning” of Missionaries from a church: fasting, praying, laying hands on, sending them. It is no light thing. (3)

All Missionaries need to realize that they have the authority and power to do their work directly from God Himself. (4)

The word Missionary does not appear in our Bible;  here they are acting as “Evangelists” initially and then later churches formed.(5)

It’s always good to get a few men helping you in the noble task of winning the lost and baptizing and teaching them the Bible. (5)

When you just start stepping out by faith for God, be sure that the Devil will try to attack (6-12)

Not soon after they had enterred their field, the Devil attacks; this is typical.  (6)

Sometimes the Missionary haters have governmental power and are a religious leader too.  (6,7)

The Devil will try to withstand someone getting saved.  It is best to try and witness 1 on 1, not when others are around. (8)

Preachers, etc, need to be filled with the Spirit so they are bold enough to withstand the attacks of the Devil. (9-11)

We need to speak our “doctrine” boldly, and some will be astonished by it, and believe! (12)

Despite the Devil’s attacks, the mission was completed…the Gospel was preached (13-41)

Missionary helpers are greatly used of God.  They can help for the time they can and then go back home.   (13)

What better place to preach the truth than to religious people that might actually be persuadeable.  (14,15)

Preachers need to give out these “words of exhortation”.  (15)

A good lesson on how to witness to folk that are “religious”:  find common ground (16);  use Scripture they are familiar with (17+);

Then move the focus step by step to Jesus Christ. Using the truth in their beliefs to lead logically to the truth of salvation. (22+)

One must use skill, via the Holy Spirit, to take someone from a false belief to the correct one. (26)

The prophetic fullfilling by Jesus Christ will silence the doubters’ mouths. (27+)

This section of Scripture would be an excellent “apologetic” to give to an unbelieving Orthodox Jew; no new shpeel needed. (13+)

It is important to know that Jesus Christ did not “suffer” in Hell; He suffered on the cross and then took the saints to Heaven. (34+)

The gospel is clearly preached here: history of Jesus; need for a Saviour; His death; His resurrection; forgiveness of sins. (13+)

Also, the Law, or good works, can not save. (39)

He finishes his preaching of the facts of the Gospel with a “stab”; the word “sermon” means “stab”. Make them convicted. (41)

Just when things start going great the Devil attacks again (42-52)

Oh how wonderful it is to have folk be excited about the next weeks church services! (42,43)

Get the scoffers away and someone might actually voice their excitement about what you said to them about the Lord. (42,43)

It is a good thing to encourage the preachers to keep keeping on.  Tell them you appreciate what they do. (43)

If preachers would get bolder via the filling of the Holy Spirit, they may just see their whole city show up at church next time. (44)

When a church starts growing and getting noticed, “religious” folk around will badmouth it. They will try to contradict you.(45)

People that here the truth of the Bible clearly yet attack you about it whould be rebuked boldly. (46)

Aren’t you glad that the Gospel went to the Gentiles?! (46)

Paul was sent to the Gentiles as a Missionary.  He had a really big “field” to cover.  Most struggle with just one little town. (47)

The “ordained to eternal life” probably means that those who were “chosen” for salvation to be preached to them because they would “accept” it (i.e. the Gentiles), believed the truth of the Gospel.  The Gentiles were chosen (or ordained) to eternal life…also. Not just the Jews.  This is a difficult passage when just by itself. (48)

After these got saved they quickly spread the Gospel throughout the region.  This is how to spread the Word, Missionaries. (49)

The first phase of the Mission was successfully completed at least.  Missionaries need to get busy because they may not have much time to accomplish their mission before the government, etc, expels them. (50)

