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MISSIONARIES:  WHERE DO THEY COME FROM?

What is one?
     The word “Missionary” is not found anywhere in the Bible. We term them this, but they are really what the Bible calls an “Evangelist” (Eph 4:11).  Their key role is none other than “evan-gelism”.  Thus they are “gospellers” to other areas, lands, countries (Eph 6:19,20).  Sad to say, most “mission-aries” are focused on raising support, getting a building, and picking a city with American amenities.  Also, our modern day evangelist does not seem to do much evangelizing either, but more so seminar and revival speaking.  So, who is doing “evangelizing”?  Not many!

Where do they come from?
     Most will come from a large “Bible” college and pick their field by looking on a map and thinking what would be a nice country to live in.  The Bible speaks nothing on “Bible” colleges.  These colleges are almost always “parachurch” in management and lukewarm in doctrine.  Most graduates will then go “job hunting”, sending out resumes, investigating 
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what the “package” has for them, and deciding on their own where to “work”.  If they aren’t to come from Bible colleges, then where?

     To find out where missionaries came from, and hence should come from, let’s look at the “Great Commission” (Commandment) that Jesus Christ gave to His missionaries.  Mt 28:19,20 shows us that whoever Jesus Christ was speaking to were to be real live mis-sionaries in all the world.  These folk were to start in their city and then spread from there (Acts 1:8).  So who were being commanded here in Mat-thew and in Acts?  Well, they were Christians who were following the teachings of Jesus Christ, they were meeting together daily, they had pastors, they had a treasurer, they met for prayer, they even had business meetings.  This is none other than a New Testament Baptist Church.  God was commanding it to the church...all the members...not just the pastors.  The “ye” were to do it.  In Matthew and Acts there were at least 120 of these “ye”.  Thus, missionaries are church members like you and me.  
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How do they actually begin their ministry?

     Church members are the missionaries the Bible speaks about.  The church sends them out under the leading of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13).   Some specially equipped ones are sent far away to preach the gospel, win converts, baptize them into the infant church body there, and train these up in the teachings of the Bible (Mt 28).

However, all are to be doing the same on a local basis:  soulwinning, bring-ing them to the church house to be baptized, and assisting in discipling them.  Out of these, the Holy Spirit chooses these special ones to go afar... first to cities and states nearby, and then to far countries.

     Looking closely at Acts 13:1+, we see that these “special” missionaries were “ministering” and “fasting”.  They were busy serving others in the church, probably in positions of leadership.  They were also trying hard to be spiritual thru prayers and fasting.  So, if one wants to be a “long distance” missionary one needs to be busy serving and fasting.  Not all of these mentioned were called, at least right away.  Only 2, Barnabas and Saul.  God selects them and then 
                       -5-
impresses it on the heart of the individuals and the church body.

How to become a missionary:
     Step one is to be born again.  Step two is to be baptized and enter in the membership of an Independent Baptist church.  Step three is to be trained in the basic teachings of the Bible.  Step four (done at the same time as step 3) is to be actively getting the gospel out in your mission field.  

      Not many do step 3 or 4 sad to say.  Because of this, the faithful few in a church have to work doubly hard to get the job done (Php 2:30).  If all would be the missionary they should be then the job will be so much easier, and so much more fruitful.  Who is a missionary?  You are the who.  

     Not all will be a missionary far away.  For these special ones, the rest can at least pray (Col 4:2,3) and give (Php 4:11-19).  Also, they should be preparing for this if called, by staying busy in the church and by growing spiritual (including prayers and fastings).  We are indeed real live missionaries!
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