LOVE

How to know if you truly do love God
There are different types of love:

Eros

Similar to the Greek word “thelo”, it refers to the ‘will’ and ‘desire’.  This is the usual word used in todays culture for sensual love between people.  They confuse true Biblical love with sexual desire and lust.  The world’s songs all speak of a eros style of love as what everyone is after.  A majority of advertisements deal with this concept too.  Trying to get you to ‘love’ their product.  Eros love extends well beyond people; we ‘love’ to play baseball, we love to eat ice cream, we love to go on vacations, etc..  The truth of it is that we have strong, unbridled desire for something, and it typically is not something God desires for us.  Eros love is a dangerous love.  God gave us it but it is to be controlled and allowed only when appropriate.

Phileo

This type of love refers to what is commonly called ‘brotherly love’.  It is related to an ‘affection’ and ‘friendship’.  It is actually translated as ‘kiss’ in Mt 26:48 and Mk 14:44.  Thus, it is not just a casual caring for another person but an intense concern and commitment to someone and their needs.  There are many subtypes of phileos love:  Philadelphia is brotherly love (Ro 12:10), philoteknos is loving your children (Tit. 2:4), philandros is loving your husband (Tit. 2:4), philanthropia is the love of mankind (Tit. 3:4), philotheos is the love of God (2Ti 3:4), and philautos is the love of self (2Ti 3:2).  Christians are to be displaying phileo love to brothers and sisters in Christ, to their children, to their spouses, to their fellow citizens, and even to God Himself.    
Agape
This is the type of love that only can come from God.  It is a giving, self-sacrificing love (Jn 3:16, 1Jn 3:16,17, 4:10).  This love is what God always has for everyone.  He doesn’t lower Himself to eros or phileo love.  He is all Agape love!  We are able to have this type of love also.  It is given to us by way of the Holy Spirit of God.  The unsaved are not able to love this way.  The best they can do is deep phileo love.  Christians can, and should, go far beyond phileo love.  We should stand out for this simple fact of how we love people with God’s love.

The “warm-fuzzy” love of the Ecumenical movement is not Biblical love:

They believe phileo love (and maybe even agape) is an attitude of ‘broadmindedness, non-judgementalness, accepting all views, a general openness to beliefs’.  For they believe all ‘Christianity’ is the ‘body of Christ’, so we all need to be open to each others differences.  This is how we (they) show our love for one another in the ‘body’.  As long as you ‘love Jesus’ then you are welcome to fellowship with us…they say (unless you disagree with that premise). Anyone who is ‘narrow-minded’ and who only fellowships with those that believe as they do, is labelled as unloving and causing schisms in the body.  Fundamental Baptists are labelled such.  We are militant, radical, extreme, unloving, dogmatic, troublemakers in the ‘universal body of Christ’.  As you well know, the body of Christ is not universal, but is local assemblies of baptized believers, each with their own respective body.  
A few important Biblical teachings about love:

1.  God is love.  He is the definition of it.  

2.  Love is the first item listen in the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ in Gal 5:22.  Spirit-filledness will always show this.

3.  Love is much more important than all other gifts in the Church (1Co 12-14).

4.  Love of God is demonstrated chiefly in obeying His commandments (2Jn 6).

There is much more to say about love.  We will close with a brief study of one of the most informative passages about love found in the Bible.
1 John 4:7-5:3

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love .

**if we are indeed born again, then we ‘will’ indeed love one another, not man’s way, but God’s way.

9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

10 Herein is love , not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

**the level of love we are talking about here is the ultimate example of it when God the Father gave His Son to be the sacrifice for our sin debt.  

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

**God set the example;  we are to be constantly striving to follow it in how we ‘deal with one another’.

12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.

14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.

16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love ; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

**we can not see God; so how do we know we have Him in our lives?  First, we must confess that Jesus is indeed the Son of God and was sent to be the Saviour of the world.   Then, if we believe that, then we will have His Spirit dwelling within us and the sign of that will be us loving one another.  True love only comes from God, and we can only have that love if God is in us.  

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in love ; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love .

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

**if we are demonstrating ‘perfect love’, then we will have boldness at the Judgement and not fear.  Knowing that we are loving the correct way will give us a great confidence that we will receive great rewards for it someday.

20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

**if you in general hate to be around Christians and church related things, then you are a liar if you say that you love God.  The main proof that you love God is that you will show love towards your fellow Christians, especially those in your church.

1 John 5

1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

**loving God is the main commandment given to mankind; and loving others is second.  These top two commandments are all centered around one basic word…’love’.  There are many commandments of God.  If you truly do love God then you will follow them and happily so.  Of all the commandments to follow, these two should be paramount.  You say that you love God…but do you happily love your brothers and sisters here at this church?!  How dwelleth the love of God in you if you don’t?!
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