-2-

(all Scripture is from 1 Corinthians 11 unless otherwise noted)

Closed Communion

***“When ye come together” (17);  “When ye come together in the church” (18);  “When ye come together therefore into one place” (20);  or “despise ye the church of God” (22).  The ones to observe (and keep) this ordinance were those assembling together in one place; i.e. that church body…individual churches.  Definitely not all the saved (universal-catholic teaching).  This clearly teaches “closed” communion.  The only options available are “open” or “closed” communion.  “Close” communion is totally illogical…for communion is a “church” ordinance (local vs universal…not doctrinal).

***The whole church was assembled, not just the 12 apostles:  “Is it I?  and another said, Is it I?  And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve…” (Mk 14).  They were gathered in a large upper room, which is much like a “banquet hall”.  13 men would not need a real large room to meet in.  An 120 would.  Also, what would it have helped to clarify by repsonding to the 12 that it is one of the 12?!  Others in the group of 120 were asking this too, and it clarified it to them.  The church was formulated right after Jesus Christ’ baptism and had grown to 120 by this time.

Observe it correctly

“Keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you” (2);   “I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you” (23).  Those directed to keep (preserve, maintain pure and properly) baptism and the Lord’s Supper is none other than the church at Corinth (and all 
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churches individually).  Keep them exactly as they were delivered to you as seen here in the New Testament.  No additions or subtractions allowed.

Very close communion

Communion:  “the communion of the body of Christ…and the blood of Christ” (1Co 10:16,17).  The word “communion” is important for it shows what is actually taking place when we partake of the Lord’s Supper.  We are interacting with in a very close fellowship (probably as close of fellowship as one can be at) with the Lord Jesus Christ through His blessed Holy Spirit.

The main reason

***“This do in remembrance of Me” (Lk 22).  The whole point to observing the Lord’s Supper was to not soon forget what He did for us…it forces us to think upon it, remember it.  Christ knew that this would tend to keep the church clean and united.

***Divisions and Betrayal:  “One of you which eateth with me shall betray me” (Mk 14)(Judas).  Peter scolded Christ for saying He would die;  Peter would soon deny Him thrice;  John and James wanted to be the top 2 disciples;  the others argued over this also.  There was lots of contentions and evil going on amongst the “leaders” of the church and the Lord’s Supper would hopefully get them all back on track.  Churches that are already well united probably don’t necessitate the Lord’s Supper, but those not in unity are desperate for it.

***Judas’ dismissal:  He was dismissed right at the beginning of the Lord’s Supper.  “And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after 
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the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly….He then having received the sop went immediately out”.  (Jn 13).  Church members that should not be partaking of the Supper should have already been placed under discipline.  They should already know that they are out of fellowship with the Church.  Dismiss people from the Lord’s Supper observance if they are not to partake (including visitors).

When

***Nightime observance:  a supper is done in the evening (Websters 1828);  …”the same night in which he was betrayed took bread” (23).  It is unscriptural to observe the Lord’s Supper at any other time of the day.  Otherwise you should call it the Lord’s Breakfast, etc.

***As often (25,26):  “often” means “frequently, not seldom, many times, not rarely” (Websters 1828).  The Lord’s Supper is a incredibly great thing to observe for it reminds us of Jesus Christ’s great sacrifice for us and thus draws us all closer to Him and each other…why limit this?!

***Tarry one for another (33):  We should not be in a hurry to observe the Lord’s Supper.  If one is late in getting there (work, traffic, etc), then wait for them.  This supper is to not be a speedy ordeal, but slow and very reflective.

The elements

***Took bread….and brake it (23,24);  The unleavened bread should be an unbroken loaf that is visibly broken before the church body’s eyes, picturing Christ’s broken body for us.  It should be broken into an 
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appropriate number of pieces to total the number of those present.  Leaving some left over seems very inappropriate and also doesn’t fit with scripture (“drink ye all of it”, Mt 26).

***Cup:  “take this and divide it among yourselves” (Lk 22).  The notion of all 120 drinking out of the same cup is rather odd.  The very large “cup” was taken and poured into 120 smaller “cups” before everyone’s eyes.  Just as the bread was broken in plain view.  Also, we are to “drink ye all of it” (Mt 26);  none of the original grape juice is to be left over.  Probably the same concept is to be used for the bread also.

***The cup is referred to as the fruit of the vine, thus grape juice.  It was not fermented for leavening (yeast) was usually added to grape juice to get it to ferment properly to produce alcohol.  Leavening was not allowed in the bread for it pictured sin.  The juice was to picture Christ’s perfectly pure, innocent, sinless shed blood!  Also, we shouldn’t trust “Welches” to have the juice 100% pure.  Actually, there are many preservatives and additives in this.  His blood is to be pictured correctly…thus the grapes are to be crushed on site.

The proper manner

1) Pastor takes the loaf and gives thanks  2) Pastor breaks the bread up  3) Pastor gives a piece to each member   4) Pastor states that bread is Jesus Christ’s body which is broken for you and to eat this in remembrance of Him   5) everyone then ate the piece of unleavened bread  6) Pastor takes the cup and gives thanks  7) gives the cup to them and has them divide among themselves   8) Pastor states that the cup is the new testament in 
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Jesus Christ’s blood; do this in remembrance of Him   9) everyone then drank all of their cup  10) they then sang a hymn and dismissed    (1Co 11, Mt 26, Mk14, Lk22, 1Co 10).

Unworthiness and damnation

Eating and drinking unworthily (27-30):  makes one guilty of the body and blood of the Lord;  brings damnation to themselves for not discerning the Lord’s body;  and thus causes many to be weak, sickly, and even many to die among the congregation.  The “worthiness” I think is based on understanding Christ’s sacrifice and applying that to our hearts which must make us want to live for Him, get rid of the sin, and love one another.  The worthiness is not based upon being saved or not for that does not fit the context of this whole passage.  I believe that there is a curse that goes out to ones own “body” for not discerning the Lord’s “body”.  This makes them become weak, sometimes even sickly, and then some (many) even will die eventually.  All based on how “unworthily” one partakes of it.  Only members of one of the Lord’s churches can claim this promise (curse).

***Let a man examine himself (28,31):  This is the “fine tuning” for the Lord’s Supper.  The church cannot see a man’s heart.  However, the church is responsible to only give the Lord’s Supper to those that are “known” to be right with others and the Lord.  Judas was dismissed for the Lord knew he was a devil.
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