church

an holy temple

The examples of when God’s people came into His presence should make us want to be holy
***Ex 3:1-6 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

***Josh 5:13-15 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? And the captain of the LORD's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.

***Gen 28:12,16,17 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it….. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.
God’s commandment should make us want to be holy
***Be ye holy!  Sounds like a command to me….
Lev 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

1 Peter 1:15-16 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

***You are called unto holiness.  It should be a main objective.
1 Thess 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

The fear of God should make us want to be holy

2 Peter 3:11-12 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

The fact that we are the Bride of Christ should make us want to be holy
***Does a groom want to marry a nasty, ugly, impure bride…or a lovely, beautiful, pure, chaste Bride?! Would God expect anything less?!

Eph 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

The fact that we are now the Temple of God should make us want to be holy
***The O.T. Temple is not in use by God right now.  Each church has become the House of God, the Temple of God, for this dispensation.  And this Temple is still holy!
1 Cor 3:3,9,16 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?.... For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building….. Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
Eph 2:19-22  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Ps 93:5 Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.

***God dwells with and walks in the midst of each church.

2 Cor 6:16,17And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Rev 1:20b  The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

Rev 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

***The Catholics could teach us something here:  They refer to their “church” as the ‘Holy Catholic Church’;  as do most Protestants.

***Jesus’ zeal for the House of God had ‘eaten Him up’.  Is He still being “eaten up” by it?!
John 2:13-17 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

***We need to be seriously strong with our standards and separation.
The reason for the church’s ordinances should make us want to be holy
***They help protect the church from allowing unholiness from outside into its midst (via Baptist baptism only, full agreement with the “documents”); and they help protect the church from unholiness from within (Closed Communion, as oft as needed).
The possibility of using Church Discipline should make us want to be holy

***Church discipline helps purge out unholiness, purify, and prepare for our presentation in Heaven to the Lord.   Areas of discipline include:  offenses between members, doctrinal divisions, and gross personal sin.

The desire of us to be vessels to honour should make us want to be holy
***In this “great house” of the Lord’s (i.e. this church), there are many vessels (members, servants).  We need to “purge ourselves” of impurities so we can be a “vessel unto honour”.  You are not one unless you have been purged.

2 Tim 2:19-21 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.

The potential for a bad church testimony should make us want to be holy
***What is our communit’s view of us?      1) just another average church   2) a church full of hypocrites   3) or a very different, peculiar, holy church.
***A bad testimony in the community hurts you, your pastor, Fundamental Baptists, Christians, and ultimately the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

The potential for the loss of God’s blessings should make us want to be holy
***Only takes one to greatly hold back God’s hand of blessing (remember Achan).
***Israel’s history shows us the on and off again blessings of God.

***He is not going to bless a mess!

So, do you want to be holy???  Where do you need some purging and purifying at???
1. Entertainment: TV, movies, music, video games

2. Immorality:  Sexual (fantasizing, fornication, magazines, internet), drugs (nicotine products, alcohol, narcotics, illegal).

3. Language:  cursory, vulgar, angry, sassy, loud

4. Friendships:  unequally yoked (correctly yoked is a born again baptized Fundamental Baptist who is trying to live a godly life).  If your friend(s) is not this, then they ought to be acquaintances, and anything you do with them should be to the aim of getting them to this goal.
5. Lying, cheating, stealing, driving illegally, not paying bills,

6. Lack of holiness: i.e. prayer, Bible reading, meditation, witnessing, church, love for God, praising Him, etc.. 
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