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AN INTRODUCTION TO HELL
If you were to say the word “hell” outside of your Christian friends, you would be swearing.  Hell is indeed a four letter word.  Many a lost soul carelessly uses the word.   When talked about in the biblical sense, it is scoffed and laughed at.  Many so-called theologians have done the same.

Robert Schuller said that “A person is in hell when he has lost his self esteem”.  Billy Graham said “Hell...(is) not fire but something worse, a thirst for God that cannot be quenched. The Pope said it “is the state of those who freely and definitively separate themselves from God...the pain, frustration and emptiness of life without God”.  Is this what Hell is?  A feeling, or a state of being?!
Decades ago fundamental preachers would preach frequently on Hell.  They were often referred to as “Hellfire and Brimstone” preachers.   Where are they all today?!  When was the last time you heard a message with Hell as its theme?  The greatest preacher of all time, Jesus Christ, spoke on Hell much more than He ever spoke on Heaven.  Even though Hell is scoffed at and is generally unpopular as a message, it must needs be preached!  You will see why shortly.

LIES OF HELL
The most common myth of Hell is that it is synonymous with the “grave”.  Many of the Bible perversions out there have replaced the word “hell” with the word “grave” or “death”.   The Jehovah’s Witnesses are known for this false teaching.  Most will gladly welcome these mistranslations for they cannot conceive a God of love sending anyone to a horrible place called Hell.  God is equally a God of wrath and a God of love.  His love is shown by dying for us so we don’t have to go to Hell, even though we deserve it.  Others, trusting in the King James Bible, pervert Hell to be a place of annihilation of the body and soul, for they can’t bear the thought of endless punishment for the wicked.  But, Rv 20:10, 14 speaks of an “eternal torment” there, with Luke 16 telling us of the body and soul being present in this torment.  Millions believe in Purgatory which wrongly assumes a middle area between Heaven and Hell where the “not so bad” are perfected so they can enter into Heaven.  There is no verse in the Bible that even alludes to this tragic lie.
The Bible declares Hell plainly (Mt 5:29,30; 10:28, Lk 16:19-31, etc).  The holiness of God demands Hell (Ps 7:11; 9:17).  And, the love of God proves Hell (Jn 3:16).  Hell is not a feeling or a state of mind.  Hell is not another term for the grave.  Hell is a real place with real live souls there.  Let’s investigate Hell for a moment.
WHERE IS HELL
The Bible describes its location as “down” (Ps 55:15,  2Pe 2:4, etc) in the “nether parts of the earth” (Ez 31:14, 32:18, etc) into the “lower parts of the earth” (Eph 4:9), “beneath” (Pv 15:24),  Thus, Hell is currently located deep in the earth, and probably beyond the inner metal band where there is a molten lava center core.  We are sitting right on top of Hell and we don’t even know it.  The long past departed lost souls are screaming right under neath us and there is nothing we can do about it.  Hell is closer to you than you think.

WHAT IS HELL
The Bible has 3 words that can mean Hell:  Sheol, Hades, and Gehenna.

“Sheol” is Hebrew for hell, “Hades” is Greek for Hell.   “Gehenna” is Greek for Hell and is referring to the Valley of Hinnom, which was a great garbage dump outside of Jerusalem that burned constantly.

Hades and Sheol refer to Hell, but this “hell” is a general region of the “departed”.  So, this could be either Hell, the place of torments,  or Hell, Abraham’s bosom.  David said “if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there (Ps 139:8).  Jesus Christ said His soul shall not be left in Hell, nor His flesh see corruption (Acts 2:31).  Jesus Christ went to “Paradise” right after His giving up the ghost (Lk 23:43), which is consistant with Abraham’s bosom;  later Paradise was moved to the 3rd Heaven (Eph 4:8,9; 2Co 12:2-4).  Thus, hell does not just mean the place of torments. “Gehenna” pictures the region of the “damned” very well (burning garbage dump) and thus must refer to the place of Torments in Hades or Sheol.

There is a Great Gulf fixed between the place of Torments and what was Paradise.  This is made plain in Luke 16.  In this gulf could be the location of the “Bottomless Pit” (Pv 15:11 with 27:20,  then Rv 9:1,2,11; 17:9) and the “Chains of Darkness” (2Pe 2:4, Jude 6, Rv 20:1).  Also, the Bible speaks of the “depths” of Hell and the “lowest” Hell (Pv 9:18, De 32:22), which would fit into this definition too.
The contents of “death and hell” will be delivered up to be judged at the Great White Throne and then all (the unsaved) are cast into the Lake of Fire (Rv 20:13-15).  It is assumed that this place is not going to be anywhere near the New Heavens and the New Earth, for these damned souls will be forgotten there and will not be able to be visited.

Hell is like the “holding cell” until the “trial” (Great White Throne Judgement), and then comes the “prison sentence” in the Lake of Fire.
HELL-FIRE
Hell is called a “furnace of fire” (Mt 13:42), “everlasting fire” (Mt 18:8), a “fire that shall never be quenched” (Mk 9:43,45), “Hell fire” (Mt 5:22), and will be turned into the “Lake of Fire” which burns with “fire and brimstone” forever and ever (Rv 19:20, 20:10, 21:8). Fire is the key descriptive term for Hell. All these descriptions tell of real fire, for there is nothing in the narative that would allude to it being just symbolic.  Focus on this one thing.  Hell is on fire.  It is really hot.  It is a furnace of everlasting hellfire that shall never be quenched.  
THE DARKNESS OF HELL
Hell is described as having “chains of darkness” (2 Pe 2:4), a “mist of darkness” (2 Pe 2:1,17), and “blackness of darkness forever” (Jude 13).
Men in the Tribulation will gnaw their tongues because of the darkness (Rv 16:10).  Darkness describes those well who rejected the Light.  It is now understood that the color of flame that is the hottest is not white (naturally produced), but black (in a special laboratory);  this explains how there can be both fire and utter darkness at the same time and place.  Deep heavy darkness with black flames burning the body for ever and ever.  What torment!
HELL IS FOREVER
The Bible states that associated with Hell is an “everlasting fire” (Mt 18:8), an “everlasting punishment” (Mt 25:46), an “everlasting destruction” (2 Th 1:8,9), an “everlasting contempt” (Dn 12:2), and an “eternal damnation” (Mk 3:29).  Those there will be “forever tormented” (Rv 14:11, 20:10) without any hope of escape (Lk 16:26, Pv 11:7).  We would like to think that in a million or a billion years that these hopeless tormented ones would be let out of their prison, but it will never ever happen!  Forever in Hell.
THE INHABITANTS OF HELL
The neighborhood of Hell (especially the Lake of Fire) is filled with the “fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars” (Rv 21:8).  Plus, the Devil and all his angels will be chained up there.  There will be noone there to comfort you or to encourage you.  They will only wail and cry endlessly.  It is definately not a place of partying, but a place of fear and unimaginable torment!
THE SUFFERING IN HELL
In this dreadful place is mental and emotional torment.  The inhabitants will have a feeling of “shame and everlasting contempt” (Pv 1:24-30), and one will be able to “remember” there life on earth and probably all the opportunities they had to get saved (Lk 16:25).  There is spiritual torment due to the eternal separation from the only One who could give you spiritual life and contentment.  And there is much physical torment.  In the account of Luke 16 we see that the rich man in Hell had sight (23), taste (24), hearing (29), and, above all, sensation of heat and burning, for he was “tormented in this flame” (24).

The level of suffering will be based on the “amount of light received” but then rejected.  Every man has received light (Jn 1:9), and all men are without excuse (Ro 1:19,20).  It will be more tolerable for some than others (Mt 11:22,24; 12:41), with the Phariseeical types receiving the “greater damnation” (Mt 23:14).  There is an analogy of the wicked servant who did less wrong receiving less “stripes” (Lk 12:47,48).  The Bible speaks of a “much sorer punishment” for those who put the Son of God to death (Heb 10:29).  At the Great White Throne Judgement, condemned sinners will be “judged according to their works” (Rv 20:12).  And, it reasons in our tiny minds, that the “sweet grandmother” that tried to help people all her life (but still willfully rejected Christ’s payment for her sins) should not “have to” suffer as much as the most vehemently wicked child molestor and murderer.  As God has levels of rewards in Heaven, He has levels of punishment in Hell.  Be sure of this though, even that sweet grandmother will be tormented in the flame forever and ever with no hope of escape.
The suffering in Hell (and the Lake of Fire) is really indescribable.  Try to imagine forever without hope:  like being left to die in the middle of the most barren wilderness; or like a man trapped beneath a fallen rock in a tunnel of a cave without anyone knowing his whereabouts.   All that resounds through their mind is “no hope”, “no hope”!   Those in Hell are forever banished from the Lord’s presence (2 Th 1:9) and will be forever forgotten.  
While there with “no hope”, they will endlessly, and mercilessly by tormented in black flames with darkness, and, like the men in the Tribulation, will seek death and shall not find it (Rv 9:6).  Their torment is a “grievous” one, much more than the “servant that lieth at home sick of the palsy” being thrown into convulsions by devils (Mt 8:6).  Their torment is more “grievous” than the torment of the infernal locusts issuing from the Pit in the Tribulation period (Rv 9:5).  They are “suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 7).  The flames “torment (them) day and night forever and ever” (Rv 20:10).  They are unable to escape the tongue-gnawing “blackness of darkness forever” (Jude 13).  There is even a strange creature down there with them to torment them all the more.  It is the “Worm”.  The “worm dieth not” in Hell, according to Is 66:24 and Mk 9:44-48.  Worms are associated with physical decay after death.  Wycliff states that worms, or maggots, were continually at work in the garbage pile at the Valley of Hinnon (Gehenna).  Geological scientists have discovered very large (up to 8 feet) wormlike creatures in the ocean floor at its deepest parts.  It is estimated that the earths inner molten core is not very much further down in these places.  The worms are attracted to this area due to the “heat” coming from “beneath”.  In Is 14:11 it is said of Lucifer:  “Thy pomp is brought down to the grave (sheol)...the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee”.  Oh what gruesomeness to have many 8 ft worms covering your body and eating it!!!

THE CONCLUSION OF HELL
In Hell there is grievous torments, maybe involving worms, with no means of escape, no possibility of reprieve, no hope of deliverance, never ever ending suffering for the eternally damned in a most gruesome place designed for the most Wicked of all, the Devil and his angels!  Oh how despairing this is!!   In closing on this most awful subject;  the famous preacher Jonathan Edwards caught just a glimpse of Hell when he wrote that most famous sermon, “Sinners in the hands of an angry God”.  In it he wrote of those in Hell, saying:
    “They will wholly sink down into eternal death. There will be that sinking of heart, of which we now cannot conceive. We see how it is with the body when in extreme pain. The nature of the body will support itself for a considerable time under very great pain, so as to keep from wholly sinking. There will be great struggles, lamentable groans and panting, and it may be convulsions. These are the strugglings of nature to support itself under the extremity of the pain. There is, as it were, a great lothness in nature to yield to it; it cannot bear wholly to sink, But yet sometimes pain of body is so very extreme and exquisite, that the nature of the body cannot support itself under it: however loth it may be to sink, yet it cannot hear the pain; there are a few struggles, and throes, and pantings, and it may be a shriek or two, and the nature yields to the violence of the torments, sinks down, and the body dies. This is the death of the body. So it will be with the soul in Hell; it will have no strength or power to deliver itself; and its torment and horror will be so great, so mighty, so vastly disproportioned to its strength, that having no strength in the least to support itself, although it be infinitely contrary to the nature and inclination of the soul utterly to sink; yet it will sink, it will utterly and totally sink, without the least degree of remaining comfort, or strength, or courage. or hope. And though it will never be annihilated, its being and perception will never be abolished: yet such will be the infinite depth of gloominess that it will sink into, that it will be in a state of death, eternal death.We cannot conceive what the sinking of the soul is.... But to help your conception, imagine yourself to be cast into a fiery oven, all of a glowing heat, or into the midst of a blowing brick-kiln, or of a great furnace, where your pain would be as much greater than that occasioned by accidentally touching a coal of fire, as the heat is greater. Imagine also that your body were to lie there for a quarter of an hour, full of fire, as full within and without as a bright coal of fire, all the while full of quick sense; what horror would you feel at the entrance of such a furnace! And how long would that quarter of an hour seem to you! If it were to be measured by a glass, how long would the glass seem to be running! And after you had endured it for one minute, how overbearing would it be to you to think that you had yet to endure the other fourteen.”

"But what would be the effect on your soul, if you knew you must lie there enduring that torment to the full for twenty-four hours! And how much greater would be the effect, if you knew you must endure it for a whole year, and how vastly greater still, if you knew you must endure it for a thousand years! O then, how would your heart sink, if you thought, if you knew, that you must bear it forever and ever! That there would be no end! That after millions of millions of ages, your torment would be no nearer to an end, than ever it was; and that you never, never should be delivered! But your torment in Hell will be immeasurably greater than this illustration represents. How then will the heart of a poor creature sink under it! How utterly inexpressible and inconceivable must the sinking of the soul be in such a case". (Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the hands of an angry God”)

Oh dear sinking soul, put out your hand to the only One that can save you from this doom...the Lord Jesus Christ.

Oh Christians, let us warn the poor lost souls around us of this unthinkable trajedy that awaits them!  You are their only hope for escape!!!  Tell them!!!!!!!
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