HALLOWEEN

  IS IT A TRICK

  OR A TREAT?
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Have you ever wondered why we do what we do?  Why we celebrate death, demons, the devil, witches, ghouls, monsters, ghosts, goblins, poltergeists, skulls and skeletons, spells, the occult, spooks, creeps, black cats, and jack o’ lanterns?  The following will alert you to how this practice came about…this practice called Halloween.

The term “Halloween” comes from the Catholic holiday All Hollow’s Day (or Holy Day), which is All Saints Day, being on the “eve” of it, All Hallowed evening, or Hallow’en.  All Saints' or All Hallows' Day is November 1, which according to Jewish tradition starts at sundown on the evening before, October 31st. This is a festival for the dead and involve the giving of prayers for the dead.  It was made a special day of recogniton of all the known and unknown saints and martyrs of the Catholic Church by Pope Boniface IV in the seventh century.  It was originally celebrated on May 13, but was moved to November 1;  It is very interesting that the Catholics moved their own celebration for the dead to coincide with the pagan’s.  All Saints' Day was followed by All-Souls' Day, November 2, (unless that was a Sunday then it was on November 3).  All Saint’s Day came about because the Catholic Church had run out of days to observe the more than 365 “saints” that they had accumulated thru the centuries.  They decided to put it on a day which was already widely celebrated, a special harvest festival to the pagan god of fruits and nuts, Pomona, November 1st.  The Catholics repeatedly assigned their religious holy days to coincide with popular pagan festival days. Our “Holydays” today in America reek of paganism!

In more ancient times, the eve of October 31st was a very sacred day also.  It was the last day of the Celtic year and was considered a high holy day.

The Celtic “new years day” is termed “Samhaine” by the Druids, which is another name for Satan.  Samhaine is known as the “lord of the dead”.  These Druids were the learned priestly class of the Celtic religion.  They believed in reincarnation and the transmigration of the soul, which teaches that humans may be reborn as animals.  They also taught the Celtics to worship nature (which is becoming a very popular religion in America today!).

The Druids believed that “evil” ones when they died would be reborn as an animal.  On October 31st,, the eve of the New Year, the lord of the dead would gather all these transmigrated souls together and then free them to go to Druid Heaven, having been considered “atoned”.

The Celtics would try to appease Samhain on this eve to give maybe a “lighter sentence” to their loved ones who might die in the coming year.  They would try to appease him to send that soul to maybe a “cat” versus a “mouse.  They would offer sacrifices, prayers, and gifts to this lord of death. These “offerings” were usually food left outside, hoping to placate wandering evils.
The most evil practice on Samhaine was by the black-cloaked Druids who would bear torches and go door to door to select 

humans for their New Year’s sacrifice to the lord of the dead.  In return for the human sacrifice, the Druids would leave on the doorstep a hollowed turnip with candle light shining through the carved face.  This is a blatant satanic counterfeit for the Biblical Passover!  Later, in other countries, homes would place these carved turnips on their doorsteps themselves, in hopes of causing the wandering spirits to leave them alone on Samhaine.  Those selected for sacrifice (usually innocent children) would then be taken to an area for the Celtic ceremony, they would be then thrown into a “bonfire” and then the Druid priests would appease the lord of death and be better able to foretell the future for the village.  They would commonly call the fire a “bonefire” since only the bones of these little ones would be left!  The word “bon” in bonfire comes from the word “bous” which refers to the sun god Nimrod.  These bonfires were later used by villages to scare away would be spirits from haunting their townsfolk.  And now in Britain the 31st of October is known as “Bonfire Night”, and also as Guy Fawkes Night.

This human sacrifice practice was done until 61 A.D. when it was outlawed by the Roman government.  The Druids had been locking their human sacrificees in “wicker cages” and then would set them afire, thus roasting the victims alive!  They then changed their practice to placing black cats and other various small animals into these cages and then burn them.  Cats were typically used because of the conviction that these animals were “familiars” of witches.

At Samhaine the veil between the world and the Otherworld is thinnest, and it is thought to be the best time to attract those who have gone before." On this eve the souls of the dead were supposed to revisit their homes.  This is when spooks, goblins, demons, ghosts, ogres, poltergeists, witches, faries, and the like, were most likely to be out and about.  It was a dreadful time in the Celtic villages, but in later years, witches and the like found it to be the most delightful time of year. In fact, of the 8 witches sabbats each year, October 31st eve is the most holy.  For most children in America, Hallowe’en is a very delightful time of year.  Satan has once again tricked and treated our innocent young ones!

In early American history, Halloween was not widely practiced because of the God fearing people’s influence against evil.  But in the 1840’s, large numbers of immigrants arrived from Ireland and Scotland.  They then reintroduced the customs of Hallowe’en to the general public.  Today, just walk into any general department store in late October and you will see aisle after aisle of creeps, goblins, ghosts, and devils.

Today in America, Halloween is looked at as an innocent fun time for the kids.  But, it isn’t so innocent, and it isn’t so fun for some.  Almost every large city will have extra numbers law enforcement workers out on Halloween.  In Detroit it is known as 
Devil’s night, where hundreds of arsen fires are typically lit.  Other cities will have gruesome tortures and killings occur on this night.  Every witches coven, every New Age center, every occultic group, will have this evening as their most important meeting of the year.  A former Satanist told of his experience growing up in a Satanic coven where he recalls his childhood of fear and sexual abuse.  At age 11, he participated in a Hallowe’en ceremony in which a young girl was sacrificed on an altar and her blood was shared by adult participants.  Hallowe’en is the most common night of the year when these sacrifices are performed.

Halloween and Satanism is greatly publicized in America.  Just look at “Harry Potter”.  Young Harry's parents, a witch and wizard renowned for their skill in the craft, were killed on Halloween by the evil sorcerer Voldemort when Harry was just a baby. On attempting to kill the infant, Voldemort was able only to leave a lightning-bolt shaped scar on the boy's forehead. Having survived the murderous plot, Harry's scar is a badge of honor in the wizarding world. And at age 11, he sets off to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry – his parent's alma mater.  In book two, "Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets," 17-year-old student Tom Riddle (who is now the grown-up Voldemort) tells Harry about 11-year-old Ginny Weasley. The girl has been possessed by Voldemort out of his selfish desires to own her soul and body After the possession, Ginny wrote in her diary "I think I'm losing my memory. There are rooster feathers all over my robes and I don't know how they got there ... I can't remember what I did on the night of Halloween, but a cat was attacked ... There was another attack today and I don't know where I was ... I think I am going mad ... I think I am the one attacking everyone ..." And she was. On Halloween, and under the possession of Voldemort, Ginny slaughtered the school rooster and saw to the killing of the cat. Of course, this is classic demon possession shown through a little 11-year-old's random and vicious behavior. She loses her memory, kills under the control of a spirit's instructions, showers her affections and loyalties to the evil Voldemort through her writings, emotions, imaginations, etc.   This is not thought up in the wild imaginations of a demented man, but is taken directly from countless historical accounts of how the Celtics (and many other wicked groups) practiced their religion.  Halloween being the most notable day of it all.

Today, children “love evil”.  They gleefully watch TV show after TV show full of violence, murder, torture, death, fighting, and cruelty, just like being spectators in the old Roman Coliseums.  The Devil is made out to be a “cool dude” and ghosts and goblins are “funny and goofy”.  The Devil is extatic at our trivializing of evil and he is going to 

be sure to take full advantage of this.  It is interesting to note that Anton LeVey, the head of the Satanic Church, 
said that he was glad that Christian parents let their children worship the devil at least one night out of the year!  

Where do these Halloween practices come from?

Costumes and masks: “The Druids adorned themselves in frightening masks to scare the evil spirits away and protect them from being snatched into the world of the dead." The Roman Catholic church, staged many pageants, with their participants dressing up as patron saints and guardians. Those who did not play a part of a 'holy one' played the parts of devils. Their dressing in these costumes are considered and alternative history for the costuming of the trick-or-treator's. “

Trick-or-Treating: The Druids went from house to house asking for a contribution to their demonic worship celebration. If a person didn't give, their trick was to kill him. But some experts state there is no evidence for this.  They point at its origin coming from the early celebrations of All Soul's Day in Britain. The poor would go begging and the housewives would give them special treats called "soulcakes". This was called "going a-souling", and the "soulers" would promise to say a prayer for the dead. Over time the custom changed and the town's children became the beggars. As they went from house to house they would be given apples, buns, and money. During the Pioneer days of the American West, the housewives would give the children candy to keep from being tricked. The children would shout "Trick or Treat!".  What I don’t understand is where the “trick” part came from if not from the Druids??

Jack-o'-lantems: “An Irish man named Jack who was notorious for drunkenness and for being stingy, one evening at the local pub, was faced with the Devil, come to claim his soul. Jack convinced the devil to have a drink with him, then when time came to pay he asked the devil to turn into a gold coin for the price, he could later turn back and the drinks would have cost nothing. Jack took the coin and placed it in his pocket with a silver cross which kept the Devil from turning back into himself. When the Devil promised to leave Jack for another year, Jack released him. At the end of the year, as the Devil returned, Jack tricked him into climbing an apple tree for an apple. He quickly carved a cross in the tree so the Devil could not climb down. Jack finally let the Devil down after promising never to return for Jack's soul. Jack's body finally wore out and he went to the gates of Heaven, where he was refused entrance because of his stingy and drunken life. Jack proceed then to go to Hell where he was again refused entrance. Jack was then forced to walk the earth until judgment day with his only light a burning ember from Hell's fire caught in a tumip. On the British isles, the scary face of the jack-o-lantern was used to frighten away evil spirits and cast a "spell of protection over the household."  The Celts carved the frightening faces into 
gourds or turnips, not the American pumpkin. In the United States the use of pumpkins replaced the Irish use of turnips and beets.”  Of interesting note, the carved pumpkin may have originated with the witches' use of a skull with a candle inside to light the way to coven meetings.

Apple Bobbing: “Apples have long been a token of love and fertility. Early Hebrew women who wanted children washed themselves in water mixed with the sap of an apple tree. "Etemal Youth" was said to come to the Norse gods by the eating of apples. “

Fire:  “It has symbolized warmth and protection as well as death and destructions to cultures around the world. During Samhain, the Druids used it for protection against bad spirits and for ritual sacrifices “

