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Eph 2:19-22

 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

[19] Paul is speaking to the church at Ephesus (Ye), thus true churches today.  We church members are unique people.  We are citizens of Heaven; this world is not our home.  And, we church members are of the family of God, which all saved people are also.  But, all the saved are not part of one of the Lord’s churches.  God uses only those in His family (adopted sons), and of His country (Heaven) to build His holy temple.     

We church members have a close kinship:  the only ones used to build are truly born again saints of God that are knit together by the Spirit of unity.

[20] God uses His saints/children to be used to build an holy temple of the Lord.  It must be based on the chief corner stone that was placed for the church, and all subsequent churches, by Jesus Christ, the Head, at the time of Matthew 16:18.  After Christ left, the apostles and prophets laid the foundation for each church;  they had to come from the authority of that first church wherein lies the chief cornerstone (see 1Co 3). Later, apostles and prophesyers were gone and evangelists and pastor/teachers took over the work of this.  

Your growth has to be based on the right foundation:  a fundamental-type Baptist church.
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[21] “Ye are God’s building” (1Co 3:9);  a spiritual building;  each local fundamental Baptist church.   A stick built building has ‘framers’ that put it all together with all the pieces fitted right.  God uses pastors as types of ‘framers’ for His buildings.  A church is suppose to be ‘growing’, on  a continual basis:  what grows is both quantity and quality; both the whole and the parts.  It is a dynamic interrelationship between the whole body and the individual members.  The church grows as the unity of spiritual growth of its individual members.  What is it growing into?  An holy temple of the Lord Jesus Christ’s of which He has the Holy Spirit indwelling in a very unique and powerful way; remember Pentecost.  Each church is known as:  “a spiritual house” (1Pe 2:5,6), Christ’s house (Hb 3:5,6), “the house of God” (1Ti 3:15), “temple of the living God” (2Co 6:16), the “temple of God” (1Co 3:16,17).  What a priviledge to be considered worthy to be used to build this most awesome structure!  It is the actual place where the Holy Spirit dwells…just like He did back in the Old Testament times in the temple and tabernacle!!!  A bit unnerving I would say.
[22] Each church is ‘also’ builded together for this reason:  as said in the previous note, each church body is a special habitation structure for the blessed Holy Spirit of God, just like in the Old Testament.  The Spirit indwells every believer at salvation, but there is a special corporate indwelling of the body of Christ also.

You each are used to build the Temple of God (each Church) where the Holy Spirit resides in a supernatural way.

Eph 4:11-16

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
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12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 

     of the fulness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 

     cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working 

     in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

[11] God gifted ‘some’ men as apostles and prophets initially, and then later, evangelists and pastor/teachers.  The antecedent to ‘some’ is ‘men’ and if ‘some’ were referring to churches, then He gave some churches these preachers for the edifying of the body of Christ, which would be a universal Church teaching.   There is a reason for having a man gifted by God as a pastor/teacher.

God gifted certain men as pastors in order to do a quite impressive work: building the temple of the living God!

[12] Here are three major job assignments for a pastor.  A) perfecting each member: getting them up to the mark, the right level;  B) work of the ministry: working hard at prayer, study, counselling, encouraging, witnessing, planning, etc.;  C) edifying the body:  feeding the flock from the Word of God.  This ‘body of Christ’ is aka the temple of God and the house of God.       
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The pastor is hopefully trying to do these three; it is paramount that each member let him do this.

Spiritual growth of each member, and the body as a whole,  relies heavily on the pastor doing his job well; make sure you let him do it without resistance.

[13] The pastor is to be working on the building/growing of this body until they are unified in ‘the faith’ (doctrine) and in general knowledge of Jesus Christ (at least the New Testament), and thus are at a ‘perfect’ level resembling the level Christ reached while on Earth!  This is a life long process.  We probably are never going to reach this, but we sure are going to try.  Unity speaks of ‘everyone’ getting there, not just the ‘more dedicated folk’.

Spiritual growth is a lifelong pursuit that involves unity in doctrine and basically the teachings of the New Testament.

[14] There are some things that greatly hinder this growth process:  spiritual childishness where there is great instability in belief and are easily influenced away from the sound teachings of the church.  This is why it is so important to all be unified together on the doctrinal statement and in general of what the New Testament teaches a church.  There are plenty of ‘deceivers’ out there pulling member after member away from the truth, hurting the building of the Lord’s temple in that location.

The building of the Lord’s temple is greatly hurt by members not in firm agreement on doctrine and the teachings of the New Testament.

[15] The pastor must ‘speak the truth in love’ so that ‘childish’ members will indeed ‘grow up’ in ‘all things’ for the purpose of building the Lord Jesus Christ’s temple, their church.  No one can just be left out and allowed to do their own thing.  Unity is so important.  Everything that is clearly 
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taught in Scripture for the church needs to be agreed upon within a church body and followed.  The church won’t grow up if this doesn’t happen.  The temple building is not based on physical numbers but on spiritual quality.

In order for a church to grow up to what they are suppose to be, the pastor needs to preach the truth in love involving ‘all things’.

[16] The ‘Whom’ is Jesus Christ, the Head.  He is in charge of ‘making increase of the body’.  He makes sure and directs for every part of the building being ‘fitly joined together and compacted’ so that it functions not only good, but perfectly.  It seems that what edifies this body of His is all based on ‘love’.  Christ’s love, pastoral love, and the members’ love for each other , for their pastor, and ultimately for God.

This temple of God grows by the direction of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is all based on love.
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