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***The saddest part of a church service is usually the “offering”.  Hands clutch wallets and purses.  A total ghastly silence comes over everyone.  Sad music is played on the piano.  People stare at the floor, or nervously start talking to their neighbor about the weather.  Most are totally unprepared for the offering.  They get startled and there is a mad dash to find some loose change or the smallest denomination of cash in one’s wallet.  If one only has a 20, sometimes they see if they can get change made from the usher. When the plate comes by to them, it is at lightning speed passed to the next person next, so noone may notice that nothing was given.  The plates are brought up front, and the song leader quickly begins a “cheery” song to cause the congregation to come out of their state of shock and dismay.  This is so sad…for the “offering” should be one of the happiest, exciting parts of the service!
***When it comes to the topic of tithing, most Christians become defiant, offensive, and argumentative.  They will usually say something like – that’s legalism, or, we’re not under the law but under grace.  Most of these hardly ever give any money to the church anyways.  

***I personally believe that most Baptists that have financial problems, have them directly due to not being obedient to paying the tithe.  I have learned this priceless principle myself.   The number one step to getting out of debt is to pay the “debt” of the tithe.  Set it at the top of your “debts” on the budget page, and pay it first before paying the mortgage, insurance, food, etc.   God will indeed bless you for your obedience in this area!

TithE
Testamental, Old

There were actually TWO tithes paid in the Old Testament. The first tithe was given to sustain the priests (Nu. 18:21-24; De. 12:19). The second tithe was eaten before the Lord by the offerers (De. 12:17-18; 14:23-27). This second tithe was taken out of that which remained after the Levites were satisfied, and was given every third year (De. 14:28-29).
Redemption money (Le. 27:3-7).
Firstborn (Ex. 13:2,12; 22:30; 34:19; Le. 27:26). The firstborn animals were not to be worked or sheared, but 
   sacrificed before the Lord (De. 15:19-20).
Sacrificial offerings (Le. 1-6). 
Corners (Le. 19:9-10; De. 24:19). 
Freewill offerings and vows (Le. 22:17-19; 27:1-29; Nu. 6:13-21; De. 12:6,11; 23:21-23).
Firstfruits (Ex. 23:19; De. 26:1-4).
Sabbath of the land (Le. 25:1-7). 
Ten percent of one’s income/increase
The word “tithe” means a tenth, 10%.  Comparing Ge 14:20 with He 7:2 shows that the tithe is 10% of one’s income.  Tithing is not giving, but that which is “owed” to the Lord.  “Will a man rob God?”… this speaks of forcefully taking that which is another’s (i.e. God’s).  Your “giving” is the “offerings”!  (See also the section on “Interest” and “Totally”)
Today, the tithe is for

Is the tithe just for Israel via the Law?  Or is it for today too?

Abraham/Abel Commenced it (Ge. 14:18-20, Ge 4:4). Jacob Continued it (Ge. 28:20-22). Moses Confirmed it (Le. 27:30). Malachi Commanded it (Mal. 3:10 “bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse”). Jesus Commended it (Mt. 23:23 “this ye ought to have done”). God Commissioned it (1 Co. 9:14 “don’t muzzle the ox”). Paul Conformed it (1 Co. 16:2 bring to the storehouse as God hath prospered you). A study of these Scriptures shows that (#1) tithing is a scriptural principle;  (#2) tithing was done over 500 years before the Law;  (#3) tithing was surely practiced during the Law by the Jews;  (#4) tithing is approved of and applied to New Testament times (Mt 23:23, 1Co 9:14, 16:2). 

***The tithe was not a part of the Law, but was indeed a scriptural principle for the people of God before, during, and after the period of the nation of Israel operating under the “Law”.  Tithing was mentioned in the first and the last books of the Old Testament.  Even if it were not for today, 10% is a very reasonable amount to give in order to support the pastor(s) and the operation of the church.  We easily give more than that to our “wicked” government.

***The often quoted Malachi 3:8-11 is in direct context speaking of all Israelites bringing in their owed tithes and then God would pour out the blessing.  We might be safe in applying this to each church, and can claim the promise if “every” member would bring in their tithe.  But, I believe it is in error to apply this promise to an individual Christian paying their tithe.
T reasure:

Where your heart is there will your treasure be also (Lk 12:34).  If you are not “paying” the tithe, then your heart must not be for God or the church He has placed you in.  People (lost ones) give money to charities because it “touches” their hearts.  Likewise should  the members of a church give.
***This treasure that God has given you (your income), when given back to God, goes directly into a “heavenly bank account”, which keeps growing and growing over the years, and will someday be “cashed out”, with interest, when you are in Heaven (Mt 6:19-21).  What you pay/give to the Lord’s church is truly an awesome “treasure”, for it helps so very much keep the ministry of the church moving forward for the Lord.  
TIthe

Is for the Pastor, mainly
What is the Tithe suppose to go for?  
The tithes and offerings in the O.T. were used for the priests and the maintenance of the Temple (Mal 3:10).  In 1 Corinthians 9:9-14 and 1 Timothy 5:17,18 (see below), this principle is applied to the New Testament church and pastor(s).  It is a logical principle that the “full time” pastor will need his needs met somehow;  and the logical source for that is who he is “working for” (ministering to).  If the pastor(s) and family are not having their “needs” taken care of, then monies from the tithe going for other things (i.e. rent, utilities, printing, etc) need to be diverted back to the main purpose for the tithe…the man of God.  Offerings can be designated for all the other more “secondary” stuff.  Fancy buildings are nice, but they aren’t to great when the flock loses their pastor.  Too many times a pastor will feel “forced” to go find a better “job” (pastorate) that will pay better, and will thus leave the church abrubtly causing great harm to the flock and even his own family.  

***1 Cor 9:9,11,13,14  “For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?    Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”
***1 Tim 5:17-18  “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.”
I ncrease:
We are to tithe off of our “increase” (Pr 3:9 “Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase”), as God hath “prospered” us (1 Co 16:2).  It is important to be meticulous with this: tithe off of gifts, garden, and any other gain.  God keeps very accurate “books” on this.  It would be good for us be excited about finding every possible item we can give a tithe on.  I always give more than 10% just in case I miss something.
I ncome:

The paycheck(s) you receive is to be tithed off immediately after it is added to your bank account, or cashed.  Waiting until you have “paid all your bills” will often not leave enough to then pay your tithe.  The tithe is to be calculated off of the “gross” amount of the paycheck, before taxes, medical, disbursements, deductions, etc., are taken out.  The “gross” is what the government basically calculates their taxes on, and likewise with God.  The “gross” is really what you are being paid…but they conveniently “take out” amounts for you.

I nterest:

First read the section entitled “Totally”.  If you find that you indeed “owe” “back-tithes”, the Bible teaches a principle on defrauding/offending/robbing and that the guilty one must add a “fifth part” to what was owed (Lev 5:16, 6:5, 22:14, 27:13-31, Nu 5:7).  This would make the back-tithe a net 12% vice 10% (20% of 10 = 12).  So, if one wants to truly make things right with what would be owed to the Lord, he would calculate 12% of gross income from the past, not 10%.
TITHE
Totally:

Great care must be taken to pay your creditors all that you might owe them.  Then, even greater care should be taken on our parts to make sure we have indeed paid all that we might owe God Almighty.  Again, He keeps excellent “books” on us.  Once one is saved, becoming a child of God, God expects certain things of them.  Tithing, soulwinning, faithful church attendance, prayer, Bible reading, etc., is expected right away.  These doctrines are clearly stated in the Bible.  When we look at Malachi 3 we see God mentioning the Jews to bring “all” of the tithes.  They were to examin carefully what “all” actually meant.  All means all, and that’s all all means.  We need to calculate all that is to be paid to God.  Carefully add up your gross income from those years of not paying the tithe in the past.  You can look at old Tax return forms for help maybe.  Estimate the total on the high side, rather than the low.  It would be prudent to add the “interest” to this also (see above section).  Someone may say “I have 20 years of tithes to make up!  I’ll never be able to do it!”  Well, I believe God will help you step by step.  What I did was to start out giving 11% that first year (thus 1% going toward what I owed in the past).  Then each year I increased the percentage by a half or one whole percentage.  Within about 5 years I figured I paid what was defaulted on over about a 10 year period.  One advantage is that we make more money now than way back then.  If you are convicted on giving the “tithe”, then why not do it all the way right.  It will greatly satisfy your chief creditor.  You don’t want Him to send you to His collection agent.
Treasury:

The “storehouse” in the Old Testament was the temple (Mal 3:10).  In the New Testament there is a great resemblence to this verse. It is found in 1 Cor 16:2, which states “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”  We know Christians met on the Lord’s Day for church services; and this would have been at the church building.  This store place would be within the church building.  Banks were not yet invented then.  We now give our tithes (and offerings) on the Lord’s Day at church, and then these monies are safely deposited in a local bank.  
We are not to give our tithes (or offerings) to anything other than the church which God has placed us in.  This is clearly in all “giving” passages found in the New Testament.  Thus, do not give tithes to a “radio preacher”, a “televangelist”, your former church, a missionary, a “good cause”, or any such device other than your own church.  Those tithes given to other entities, I believe are categorized by God as charitable gifts, but definitely not the tithe.  For the tithe belongs to God via the church.  

Also, has authority over its members and their giving.  And, if one decides not to tithe, but designates monies to other things (like missions, or Sunday school, etc), I believe that the church has the obligation to not accept these monies from the giver, but to kindly request that they first give their tithe, and then designate all they want.  If tithing is indeed a command for us today, then churches who take members’ monies when they are not tithing, are putting their stamp of approval on this.  They need to do things in the right priority.  God will definitely bless this.
And, lastly, once a tithe is “given” to the church, it becomes the church’s property and may not be returned: e.g. a disgruntled member who tithed for 2 years, now wants all his money back, or else;  or a member who has tithed for a while, suddenly finds himself low on cash, and asks to get some of his givings back.  Benevolence funds will help this man.  God is not an “Indian giver”.

TITHE

Happily

2 Cor 9:6-7  “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”  When you give, make sure you are happy about it, and not doing it reluctantly.  Don’t do it just because the preacher says so;  don’t do it out of pressure, or trying to please others;  give because it makes you happy.  Do you think that God loveth an unhappy giver?  Do you think that God will bless the tither who does it uncheerfully?  I doubt He will.  

Heartfully

2 Cor 8:2-5 “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.”   These church members had a real heart for giving.  They were truly self-sacrificing in their giving.  All God really expects is for us to give out of our abundance that He has already blessed us with.  The tithe should be given even if you have to sacrifice;  cut down on eating out, shorter vacation, get rid of the cable, etc.  Is your heart into giving…or just getting??
Honor

Prov 3:9-10 “Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”    Tithing is a good indicator of how much honor and respect you have for the Lord.  Money sometimes speaks louder than words.  Monetary gifts in past generations were symbolic of great honor for the person…visiting kings would give many gifts and much money to the king they were going to see; they honored him.  Our King of Kings is to be honored too;  He is worthy of “great” honor.  The tithe is pretty trivial when we think of how much He really is worth to us!

TITHE

Extra

Mal 3:8 “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”   The tithe is the “minimum” that we should be giving (paying) to the Lord.  This verse shows us that we rob God when we don’t give Him “offerings” also.  An offering is truly from the heart, and resembles a sacrifice.  The tithe is what is owed and is not really based upon the heart so much but on God’s financial system.  Please understand that the paying of the tithe is not really giving;  but the free-will giving of the offering is the area of giving that God just can’t wait to bless.  Almost all verses dealing with giving and receiving blessings in the New Testament, are dealing with offerings, especially missions giving.  Give beyond the tithe.  What we have practiced since 1989 is increasing our percentage of giving each year by at least ½ percent (i.e 10 ½ percent, 11%, etc).  God has proportionally blessed us over the years for this.  Give extra…..
