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Is Missionary giving Scriptural?
Isn’t the tithe enough?  Isn’t missionary support covered in the tithe?

In Malachi 3, God charged the Israelites with robbing Him in both tithes AND offerings.  An offering is beyond the tithe (10%), and is not a set percent or amount, but is a given amount that comes from the heart (see verses below).  The tithe is for the priest(s) (i.e. pastor) and his family, and his housing/food/clothing/etc..  It also is seen in Scripture to be used for the temple (church meeting place) and its upkeep.  (See previous lesson on “The Tithe: More than just 10%).  In the verses below we will see that “offerings” from the heart are given to support Missionaries.  In fact, almost every “giving” passage in the New Testament deals with Missions giving!  Thus, we are certainly to give an offering above that of the tithe, and this offering is majorly for support/gifts for Missionaries.  Most Baptist churches (including ours) give 10% of the tithe that comes in, to Missions.  This assures that Missionaries will indeed be supported, even if noone gives specifically to them.

God can easily take care of your needs

I can’t even “afford” to tithe, and you want me to give to missionaries too?!

Matt 6:31-33    Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Seeking His kingdom is definitely centered in helping Baptist Missionaries go out and win souls and begin Baptist churches!   Thus, if you are giving some of your monies to this cause, God is “obligated” to take care of your needs.  You may have lots of debts, but rest assured, God will make sure you have adequate clothing, food, and housing…for sure!  

Grace giving / Ministering to the saints  
The context of the most prominent giving passage in the New Testament (2Co 8&9) deals with Missionary giving.  Let’s examin this type of giving a bit more:
The church at Corinth was being taught by Paul about giving to Missionaries’ needs here in chapter 8 and 9.  It is clear that this giving was for Missionaries and their churches, when you look at 2Co 8:4, 9:12, which indicate that the “saints” that were in need were not part of their own church, but in different cities/countries.  A key point is that “Missions” giving is not just for those going to a foreign land to start a Baptist church; but is also for any Baptist church that has “need”.  These 2 chapters clearly show that Paul and his helpers were gathering “bounty” (gifts) for these churches that were in need, and then would take it all to them.  The church even in the next town to you, has a pastor that is indeed a Missionary.  Our church needs to be looking for other Baptist churches that are in “need” and help them meet those needs.  We shouldn’t just focus on those “new” Missionaries that are on deputation; but also look at already established churches.
In 2Co 8:7, 19 and 9:8 explains that this giving is done through “grace” that God gives us; otherwise we would not be willing/able to do it.    Thus, “grace giving” can be used to embody Missions giving.  Also, “missions” and “missionary” is not even found in our Bible…Missionaries are evangelists and/or pastors that go out and win souls and baptize them into a newly formed Baptist church.  “Ministering to the saints” is another good term for this type of giving.
2 Cor 8:3-4  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.
Beyond your power : this is “Sacrificial Giving”.  “Sacrificial” means you will have to go without something in order to give that money.  Most of the giving that the Bible speaks of is not sacrificial, but “within our power”, or “according to that a man hath”.  Our church needs to take on the attitude of this church that was begging the Missionary to accept their gift.  We need to “fellowship” much more in this “ministering” to other churches in need.  The members of this church were “willing” to give to Missionaries…are we all?!  Later in this passage (13+) it speaks of an “equality” in giving among churches, that one church is not “burdened” because noone else is helping…but we share the load.  And, someday we may be “in need”, and other churches should be helping us then also.  

Missionary giving is surely Biblical; therefore we all need to be a part of it.  Are you “willing”? 
It’s between you and the Lord, and noone else
2 Cor 9:7,8  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

What you give to Missions (grace giving) is solely between you and the Lord.  The church does not dictate this (other than to exhort you to indeed give).  It is a “heart” issue.  If you have a love for getting souls saved and seeing Baptist churches started, then you’ll definitely want to give to Missions.  If you don’t, then, again, it is a heart issue.  Also, don’t give to Missions because you “have” to, or because the pastor said so;  give from the heart.  Don’t give with “regret”, but give happily, excitedly, passionately!  God loves this giver…and love is shown to the lovee.  God is more than able to help you in this step of faith in Missions giving;  He owns the cattle on a thousand hillsides, and can bring in blessings to you beyond your wildest imaginations.
The law of sowing and reaping

Gal 6:7-10 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Therefore, if one doesn’t give to the things of the Lord much (spiritual things), then he will not be given many spiritual blessings/rewards from God (and vice versa).  When you have “opportunity”, please “do good” (give) to “all men” (Missionaries included).

Liberal scattering

Prov 11:24-26  There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it.

An amazing “miracle” happens when you are “scattering” (giving your monies here and there to spiritual endeavors);  you “increaseth” (both spiritually, and even monetarily…for the object of this sentence is what the person was scattering, i.e. money).  Don’t you want “blessings upon your head”?  Start scattering to the Mission fund.
