GIVING & BLESSING
*Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift*

GENERAL
Mt 6:19-21    Treasure in Heaven
~how is your heavenly bank account?

~the ultimate IRA.

~moths and rust: taxes, depreciation, inflation, stolen, breaks...

~the American way; credit debt, 2nd job, wife works, paycheck to paycheck...

~where’s your heart at

Mt 6:25-33    Basic needs taken care of

~seek first the kingdom of God – support it financially too

~seek righteousness – involves tithes and offerings, and many other good things

~stop taking thought for this...He knows what you need

THE GIVING LAW


The law of sowing and reaping

Ga 6:7-10      Consistent, patient giving

~you won’t get away with selfish living

~don’t get light headed about all this...focus on the big payday ahead

~look for opportunities to give (not talking about the tithe), especially in church

Pv 11:24,25   Liberal scattering

~give to a variety of needs...just throw it out

~we get to keep some, but not more than is meet...reasonable, expected

~don’t be a conservative here...don’t try to be skinny, get real fat here bubba

2Co 9:6   Sowing and reaping
~not getting much from God? well, you’re not giving much to God

~bountifully is a whole whole bunch

~test God’s law out...it is far better and safer than the latest get rich schemes

TITHING

Mal 3:8-11     Corporate tithing 
~we can actually rob God (forceful taking from Him)...we hold on to it tightly

~do you want the church overflowing with blessings? it takes everyone (all)

~most of us have a real live “curse” upon us and even our church body

~God is kind of “daring” us to do this...this is an unbeatable “guarantee”

~don’t forget the offerings.......also, may even mean unpaid tithes from the past

Pv 3:9,10       Honour the LORD
~give tithe before your bills

~what are your barns and presses?  Home/property; investments, salary

MISSIONS

2Co 9:5-8      Missions giving : AKA “experimental”, “bounty”, “ministrational”

~put all into context with God’s unspeakable gift...His Son’s sacrifice for us

~to help needy churches and their ministers (the want of the saints)

~bountifully, cheerfully

~amount up to you

~get involved with this great experiment

~”they” will thank you for being so liberal

~you will have sufficiency in all things (this is Grace Promise Giving)

2Co 8:3,4  11-14    Interdependent giving : helping other churches’ needs

~willing? Most are not, and want to live in the arena of the safe and comfortable.

~perform it!  Many have “eyes bigger than their stomachs”...heart/emotions in it, but when it comes time to do it, they didn’t count the cost.  Week by week performing so the church is ready when the time is come to meet a need.

~church interdependency not independency

~keep looking for those in need

~someday we may be in need...others will remember your liberality

Php 4:15-19     Monthly support giving
~the missionary’s necessities in life

~find out their needs

~it is true that few churches do much in this (ye only)

~God is keeping an “account” of your church’s giving to missions

~God will take care of all your church’s financial needs if you will do this

BENEVOLENCE

Lk 6:30-38     Give to men and it shall overflow back to you
~find out what they need

~the wicked even do this (charities, etc)

~only mention of a “great reward”

Mt 6:3,4      Do it in secret, open reward
~designate it and give to the treasury                                   
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Verses to explore:
Matt 6:19-32 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Gal 6:7-10 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Prov 11:24-25 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.

2 Cor 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

Mal 3:8-11 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

Prov 3:9-10 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

2 Cor 9:5+ Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

2 Cor 8:3-15 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also. Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.

Phil 4:15-19 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
Luke 6:30-38 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Matt 6:3-4 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

