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According to the National Fatherhood Institute, 40% of the children in the United States have not seen their father for a year! In the last 15 years "fatherless" children jumped from 10.2 million to 15.6 million. 70% of juveniles in detention centers and reformatories are children of fatherless homes. Statistics indicate that "violent criminals" are overwhelmingly males who grew up without a father’s leadership. This includes 60% of America’s rapists, 72% of adolescent murders, and 70% of long-term prison inmates 

Every Father’s desire is to be pleased with their son.  They have great aspirations for their son.  They want their boy to make them proud.  Great satisfaction is received with a son that “does something good with their life”.  The Father pours tens of thousands of hours and dollars into his son over the years.  He truly wants it all to pay off someday.  

Sad to say, most fathers do a meager job at best in raising their children; and then when times get tough in the early teen years, the father often gives up and loses his dearly beloved to the world and often never sees the day when it all ‘pays off’.

We have a perfect example in Scripture of a Father and His Son.

DAD

LOVE

John 17:24-26 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Dads need to focus on loving their sons.  Sadly, dads usually focus on yelling at or ignoring their sons. There should be no question in your son’s mind that you love him.  You need to show you love him, Dad.

COMMAND

Joshua 24:14-15 Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the 
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gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom you will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: But as for me and my house; we will serve the Lord.

Dad, take control of your family.  Make this decision for them.  There should be no doubt in their minds about serving the Lord.

John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
Gen 18:17-19 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

Make sure Dad that you give your sons commandments on exactly what you want them doing.  Don’t just ignore them when they start rebelling.  If you want God’s blessing then do like Abraham did and command your family to follow the way of the Lord.   God is impressed with men like this.  Are you the Commander of your family?

TRAIN

John 5:19-20 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.

Dad, you need to not just command what you want done, but ‘show’ exactly the way it should be done.  Be an example for them to follow.

John 8:28-29 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things .And he 
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that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.
Deut 6:6-7 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

If your son happens to decide to obey you, you better make sure that you are teaching him all the things that he is to do and say.  When do you actually teach them?  By proxy through the church once a week?!  You are to diligently teach them every chance you get on a daily basis. 

Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

Father, spend the time with your child and train him to go the right way.  What will you train them with?  You will obviously need to use your Bible, with the Holy Spirit leading you.

Eph 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Father, bring up your children as the Lord would, nurturing and admonishing them.  It will take great care and concern for them, just as the Lord does for us day after day.

SON

DAD’S WAY vs YOUR WAY

John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

Matt 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

What are you seeking?  Your way or Dad’s way?  Make it a consecrated decision that you are going to stop seeking your own way and look to Dad’s way.  Submitting to authority is very hard for young people.  
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You have to be determined to do it or it probably will not happen.  Are you seeking His will?
Luke 2:49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?
John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
Many times a business is passed down to the son.  The Dad is busy training his son to take over it some day.  Sometimes the son doesn’t care about Dad’s business.; He only cares about what is important to himself.  What business does dad want you to be about?!

John 5:19-20 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.

Like father like son.  Whatsoever you see Dad do, you do.  Your Dad is trying to show you things that will help you in life.  He wants you to even turn out better than he did.  Be like Dad…do it His way!

OBEY DAD’S RULES

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
John 14:31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.

Your Dad has many clear cut rules that he wants you to follow.  Do you keep these rules.  Do you do what Dad says?

John 10:36-38 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I do not the 
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works of my Father, believe me not.But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.
Do your ‘works’ show that you are obeying your Dad?  What you do testifies to the oneness, the unity, between you and your Dad.  Are you in your Dad?

MAKE DAD VERY HAPPY

John 8:28-29 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

Do you ‘always’ do those things that please your Dad?  Are you following what he taught you? Is your goal to please Dad?
John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

And not just to try to please him, but that through your actions, your Dad might be ‘glorified’…praised…applauded.  
Matt 3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased .

Matt 17:5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him.

This should be the main goal for you concerning your Dad:  for your Dad to say “this is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased”!
 [By My Father's Side.

 Where can I run, and where can I hide? No place, but by my Father's side.

 Where can I lose this shame and this pride? No place, but by my Father's side.

 Where can I go for truth, and not a lie? No place, but by my Father's side.

 Where I can I gain wisdom and knowledge for each day that passes by? No place, but by my Father's side.

 Where will I go when it's my time to die?  No place, but by my Father's side.]    Copyright © 2005 by James H. Cassidy
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