2 Peter 2: False Preachers

Previous chapter dealt with “adding to your faith” and increasing in knowledge of the Bible.

This chapter is somewhat similar to the book of Jude.  It deals with false preachers alluring people into their heresies, but God warns of their horrible judgement soon coming.

1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

There are indeed “false teachers” among Baptist churches  today.  Are there any among us right now?!  How will we recognize them?  How will they be stopped?  According to this verse alone, they bring in false doctrine that is at the “damnable” level; meaning that it teaches errors about Jesus Christ and the way of salvation, and that if believed will damn one to Hell.  Some examples of these in our ‘churches’ today are:  the blood of Jesus Christ was only symbolic in value; Jesus Christ did not die for everyone, just the elect;  as long as you believe in a god that will save you, you will be saved;  our works aid in salvation by being a necessary ‘grace’ both before and then after salvation;  tongues speaking is the evidence of fullness with the Holy Spirit, and thus salvation itself;  you can ‘fall from grace’; etc.    Because of these ‘damnable heresies’, these false preachers will have ‘swift destruction’ to their bodies, families, churches, etc.  Typically, ‘bad’ things happen to them in their life.  God doesn’t let them get away with it for long.

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

The saddest part is that ‘many shall follow’ their teachings, their gimmicks, their latest book, their latest telethon, etc.  The false preachers seem to make their theme these damnable heresies.  Usually, they are quite outspoken about them.  They not only promote their heresy, but also ‘speak evil of the truth’.  Watch out for these!

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

These false preachers want your money, your stuff, your praise;  they are ‘covetous’.  They will sound so sweet, so ‘Baptistic’, so interesting…but they just want your ‘merchandise’.  Judgement and damnation are fast approaching for these characters.

4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

God is showing us that He can help you discern and get rid of these pesty critters, and will for sure give them due judgement at the end.  These ‘angels that sinned’ might simply be referring to the whole bunch of them that followed Lucifer, or it might refer to a group of these fallen angels who sinned in another way.  I don’t believe this is referring to the ‘sons of god’ in Genesis.  Jude 6 speaks of this also.  Revelation speaks of angels being let loose from these chains to go to the 4 corners of the Earth.

5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

He also showed intense judgement by destroying the entire surface of the Earth with the flood.  This was done due to the widespread ungodliness on the Earth at that time, where Noah and his family were the only saved folk on the entire planet!  The correct level of intense judgement can be expected for these false preachers also.

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

God will make ensamples of these false preachers so that others may think twice about doing the same.  The worse folk on the face of the Earth are not the ‘physical molesters’ out there but the ‘spiritual molesters’!  There is nothing worse than to lead others astray from knowing the truth about Jesus Christ and the way of His salvation.  These 2 cities were ‘totally’ destroyed; only ashes left.  This situation and the one with Noah, symbolize that Christians will not have to go throught the Tribulation, the judgement of God on the Earth.

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

Thus, he is able to deliver you too.  Lot was amongst some of the most perverted people ever on the face of the Earth.  We have a sick world to live in, but God can take us by the hand and lead us out of it.

8(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

Lot was a saved man.  The world’s sins ‘vexed’ him daily.  Do they do the same to you?  These wicked perverted preachers all around us ought to ‘vex’ our righteous souls daily!

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

This is the key verse for this section (4-9).  It is blatantly obvious that God does indeed ‘know’ how to do all this.  If you are being bothered by one of these heretical false preachers, know that God can get you out of their grasp (Mormons, JW’s, 7thDayers, Christian Science, New Agers, Catholics, Charasmatics, etc).

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

From vs 9 He was generally talking about the ‘unjust’, but of these, ‘chiefly’ are these false preachers.  Some of their major characteristics are flesh driven (typical American), presuming that they are helping God, not governed by any church or pastor (selfwilled), not afraid of and despising all authorities including the government (Democrat and Republican alike).

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.

They speak evil of dignities, but the angels, being well beyond the so called dignitaries here on Earth, don’t even speak evil of them.  This teaches us not to speak evil of people, but have the Lord rebuke them (as Michael said).

12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

Jude called them this too…’natural brute beasts’:  nonspiritual, ruthless, animal like behavior.  God says many times over in this chapter that these will be destroyed in Hell.  God is showing us how incredibly angry He is with these types.  They put down our fundamental Baptist theology, but they don’t even really understand it (KJV, Baptist baptism, closed Communion, local church only, separation, etc).

13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

What thrills their soul is not spiritual things, but worldly.   They are out of control.  They try to fellowship with us at the special meetings and sport their latest heretical thinking.  Preachers might even be the most vulnerable to these guys.

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

Watch out ladies!  Just because a man says he is a preacher or a fundamental Baptist, doesn’t mean that he isn’t desperately wicked.  There will be a clear pattern with these false preachers;  flesh driven and going from one sin to another (usually hidden).   They prey on the ‘unstable ones’.  Are you unstable?

15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

False preachers, and the like, prefer Earthly reward rather than Heavenly. Balaam could not curse Israel, but he taught the Moabites to invite Israel to one of their ecumenical feasts. They accepted the invitation and brought the curse upon themselves.  Come ye out from among them, and touch not the unclean thing, and God will receive you.
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.

We need to be bolder than a dumb donkey and forbid the madness of these people.

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

They have a spiritual appearance to them, but bring forth no spiritual fruit.  These have a very low spot in Hell reserved for them; i.e. a place where the ‘mist of darkness’ precides.

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

Their style of preaching attracts the listener, but the words even more so.  The listeners go away feeling good in the flesh.  They are told of great fleshly gain that they can attain.  The unstable and allured folks are Christians who just never grew much spiritually, or lost people that have the knowledge of Jesus Christ, but that’s all.  These are easy targets for these maggots.

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

They preach freedom from debt, freedom from illness, freedom from devils, freedom from sin, etc.  Lots of attractive promises… What really happens though is that they are still enslaved to all these, and add to them the bondage of worldly corruption, making it even harder for them to get saved.

20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

They understood and practiced what Jesus Christ preached, but never did get saved.  If they go back to their old ways, judgement on Earth as well as in Hell is much worse.
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

It’s better to be lost and go to Hell without ever learning all the important truths of the Scripture, than to learn them and then go back to your old lifestyle again.  They were probably close to getting saved, but were allured away again by these serpents.  Their punishment in Hell will even be worse now.

22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

It is totally illogical for Christians as well as lost people to have left a life of living for self and the world, and to turn to living for God, and then to go right back again to the ‘vomit pile’ we left behind.  Why go back to that slime?!  Why let some fleshy, nonspiritual, corrupt so-called preacher allure you back to this pile?  You need to end listening to these wicked ones and hold tightly to that which you ‘know’ is true.
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