CHRISTIAN FAÇADES

FAÇADE = 1. The face of a building, especially the principal face.    2. An artificial or deceptive front; a false, superficial, or artificial appearance or effect
Façade examples: urban cowboys; politician shaking hands; first time hunter going hunting; arguing and then phone rings and you answer; talk to the doctor or lawyer and you become all proper, business-like, serious;  going for your monthly work out and you start acting all muscle-bound;  acting like a nutcase and then someone suddenly walks by.
Do you have a façade (s)?  An artificial or deceptive front or face that we put on.    We all do.  Some are dependent on situations; some are pretty much across the board.

We all seem to have a thick exterior that embodies what we ‘want’ others to think that we really are;  we hide behind this.

Inside we are insecure, unhappy, embarrassed.  We want to be different than we really are.

Are you for real?  Are you living a lie?  Is it all just for show?  Do you really know the real you?  
Take away all the tough exterior, the fascad, and what is left?  shy, loud, timid, boring, weird, perverse, hateful, jokester, totally uninterested with spiritual things….

The worse façade to have is a Christian Façade.

So many Christians put on their “happy, pleasant, godly, Christian” deceptive front (face) when they walk through the church building doors.  Inside they are unhappy, ungodly, and ‘barely’ Christian (or even not a Christian).  Once they are out of ‘church’, the real you comes out: angry, unhappy, lustful, selfish, etc..
Why the fascad, Christian?  
Want to be accepted;  embarrassed of others finding out certain things;  impress others;  don’t like the real you….
Christians will hide their Christianity behind the ‘old façade’ of the old man, worldliness, so they can be accepted in the world.
Christians will hide their Christianity behind a ‘neutral façade’ in order not to be embarrassed by someone thinking they are a Christian.

Christians will put on the pseudo-Christian façade of being happy, praising, excited for God in order to impress the other less spiritual 

     Christians around them at ‘church’.

Christians will put on a variety of facades because they don’t like who they really are: an unhappy, unblessed, unexcited Christian.

Maybe you need to keep a façade up just so people don’t know what a miserable wretch you really are.  Are you a Christian?!....
What will it take for the facades to go away?!  This sermon?  I hope so.  But, I’ll tell you what usually takes them away:
When you have come to the end of the line (health, pain, exhaustion, trajedy, etc) all of the facades go away.  Why does it take something like this to have us get rid of our facades?!  It ought not to be.

O.T. FASCADS

Joseph’s

Ge 45:1-4 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

Saul’s

1 Sa 28:7-8,12 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.        And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul.

David’s

1 Sa 21:12-14 And David laid up these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath. And he changed his behaviour before them, and feigned himself mad in their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall down upon his beard. Then said Achish unto his servants, Lo, ye see the man is mad: wherefore then have ye brought him to me?

INTRO. ON CHRISTIAN FACADES
Mt 5:14-16 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Let the light of Jesus shine through!  But, your facades block it.
2 Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Those old facades need to have passed away; your all new; the real you; a new creature; a Christian!
HYPOCRITICAL FASCADS
Pr 30:12-13 There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness. There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up.

This wicked world is dominated by the façade of being ‘basically good’ and doing what ‘they think is right’.  They are oh so confident appearing and ‘good to go’.  It’s all a façade! 

Mk 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed , when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Mt 26:73-74 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.

Are you ashamed of Jesus Christ?  of being a Christian?  of being a Baptist?  of being godly?

Titus 1:15-16 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

So many profess to be a Christian, but their life surely doesn’t show it.  What’s the façade here?  Pretending to be a Christian.
Mt 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

Mt 23:25-28 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
So many hypocrites out there.  Want to appear like such a good Independent, Fundamental, Bible believing, sin hating, separated type of Baptist but what lies beneath is hideous.  The “good Baptist” façade.

GET RID OF THAT FAÇADE 
2 Co 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.

Be real; be sincere; be simple.  Don’t be so complex.  Don’t think so much about how you are looking, acting, appearing. Be real.
1 Pe 2:1-3 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
Mk 10:13-16 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.
Be like a little baby.  Be genuine.  No baby has a façade.  You look into a baby’s eyes and you really see whose there…an innocent baby; not hiding a thing; nothing to wonder about.  When you get saved, you can’t have a façade with God; it’s got to be the real you that comes to Him.  I think that many come to God with the same facades that they have been using on others most of their life.  To get saved you need to get rid of the façade!
1 Pe 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

Put aside all the facades and let God’s love show; others should be able to tell that you are totally open, real, genuine, honest, loving.
2 Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Eph 4:21-24 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Are you afraid to let that ‘new creature’ show?  Do you keep hiding that holy, godly, sincere, sweet, loving ‘new you’ behind a variety of silly facades?!
1 Jn 3:1-5 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.

You may not fully understand who the ‘real you’ is, but we know that we shall be like Jesus Christ someday; we are very much like Him right now (in our spirits); we are now the sons of God.  So, purify yourself and quit letting these impure facades keep taking over.
Mt 5:14-16 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Let the real ‘inner you’, the born-again Christian show.  Quit hiding behind your facades!  Let the light shine.  If the facades go away, the light will shine wonderfully!
Eph 6:24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity . Amen.

Various other verses (not used in this lesson)

2 Pe 3:10-11 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

2 Ti 1:11-12 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed : for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

Mt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

Heb 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

2 Co 8:8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.

1 Ti 1:5-6 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;

Jas 4:7-10 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
Jos 24:14-15 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

