GIVING UP

Many of His disciples were offended at the narrowness of the Lord’s message concerning eternal life.
John 6:60-65 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.
And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.
So many Christians give up on God and walk with Him no more.  Will ye also go away?!   Are you easily offended?!
DOUBTING THE LORD

John The Baptist began doubting whether Jesus Christ was indeed the Messiah.

Matt 11:2-3,6  Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,    3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?     6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

If John The Baptist doubted, we surely will too.  We need to have an unshakable assurance of salvation.
Some of the disciples had to see it to believe it concerning the Lord.

John 20:25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.                   John 14:8-
Blessed are those who have not seen Him and believe.  Just take what the Bible says to be true;  you don’t need to see things.
DENYING THE LORD

All of His disciples were offended and fled away from Jesus Christ.

Matt 26:31 Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.
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For us it usually doesn’t take much to cause us to run away in fear.  Are you easily offended?
The overconfident disciples boasted that they would not deny the Lord.
Matthew 26:35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.

17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not.
We boast so of our commitment to the Lord, but He knows the multitude of times we will deny Him.
MONEY CONTROLLED

The 12 disciples were upset about wasting money.

Matthew 26:8-10  But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor. When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.

Many in the church will be overly concerned with where the money goes, especially when it is soley for spiritual things: Missionaries, etc.
One of Jesus Christ’s closest disciples betrayed Him for money.
John 12:4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him,

There are even some who will betray the Lord by pursuing things for money at the expense of the Lord’s work.
FLESH CENTERED

Jesus Christ was amazed at how hard it was for the disciples to understand spiritual principles.
Mark 8:14-21 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember? When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven. And he 
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said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand?

Jesus Christ asks us “how is it that ye do not understand”?  Open up your eyes spiritually;  unharden your hearts.  Don’t you get it?
All the disciples were rebuked for having a vengeful spirit and not being focused on saving souls.
Luke 9:53-56 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. 

What manner of spirit are ye?  Flesh or Godly?  Don’t you know that you must be about your Father’s business?!   Focus in on it. 
At the most important time to be praying, the disciples fell asleep.
Matthew 26:40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?

45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
Christians typically live in a state of spiritual slumber.  They just can’t seem to stay spiritually awake!  
The disciples were focused on the physical mostly, and not the spiritual.
John 4:31-33 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat?

We need to not be focused on feeding our bellies, but on feeding our souls.
PRIDE

The disciples were arguing about who would be the greatest of them.
Mark 9:33,34 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.
10:35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.     37  They said unto him,
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Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John.
We tend to focus on “what’s in it for me”.  We want to be noticed.  We want the spotlight.  We want to be in charge.
The disciples were angry that little kids were around.

Mark 10:13 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.
Every soul is equal in God’s eyes.  Don’t discount the little ones, or the elderly, or the sickly, etc.   You need to humble yourself.
The disciples were astonished that Jesus Christ would be talking to a Samaritan woman.
John 4:27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?

Don’t avoid certain peoples.  All should have equal focus on to win to the Lord and invite to our church.
KNOW IT ALL ATTITUDE

The disciples were questioning the Master’s common sense.
John 11:7,8 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?

We often question where the Lord is leading us.  We ask Him “don’t you realize what is going on?”   He understands perfectly
Peter tried to correct what the Lord was doing.
John 13:5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.      8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

Don’t try to correct what the Lord wants to do with you.  We always think we have the best idea.  
The disciples became irritated at the Lord for asking a seemingly unfair request.
Mark 5:31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?
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We often get irritated with the Lord for expecting to much of us and asking us to do the impossible.
Peter rebuked the Lord because the Lord must suffer and die
Mark 8:31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.

We even get so haughty that we tell God what He needs to do;  and then God tells us a thing or two!
LACK OF UNDERSTANDING

A lot of important concepts escaped the disciples’ understanding at first.
John 12:16 These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.

Early in our Christian lives we are oblivious to so many key spiritual things.  Hopefully later we learn them.
Jesus Christ’s miracles were quickly forgotten by the disciples for their hearts were hardened.
Mark 6:49-52 But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered. For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.
Don’t get used to God blessing you.  Keep remembering His gracious hand and helping you out of your trials.  Don’t get hardened.
The disciples didn’t understand some major basic principles and got scared because of it.
Mark 9:31,32 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him.

Don’t miss the “big picture”.  Don’t get so caught up in Christianity that you lose the understanding of what it is all about;  Christ.
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       ARE YOU BETTER THAN
   CHRIST’S

     DISCIPLES?
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