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A cult is a system of beliefs and religious ritual that are similar to Christianity, but have heresies, many of them damnable.  They are autosoteric (self salvation), deny the deity of Christ, the value of His atonement, and eternal punishment.  They trace their origin to a man or a woman.  They teach that truth has been “restored” through their movement alone.  Cults use tactics to gain control over their followers such as threats of judgement on those who would leave the group;  mental, emotional, and physical (sexually) domination;  attitudes of hate towards all others outside their group;  control of members’ finances;  oaths to secrecy;  and absolute authority of the leaders, especially in interpreting truth.  There are many cults;  the following is a short explanation of the more popular ones.  Catholicism has been discussed elsewhere, and it is this author’s opinion that it also is a cult.  The following passages speak of the reality of and the danger of cults: 1Ti 4:1-3; 2Jn 10; 2Ti 3:1-9.

MORMONISM

They are known as The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, LDS, or Mormons.  Their founder is Joseph Smith (1830) who claims he received  secret Golden Plates from the angel Moroni which showed him hidden truth about the ancient peoples called the Nephites that migrated from Israel to North America about 600 BC.  The Book of Mormon is this translation of these Golden Plates, and is the basis for their beliefs.  They also “use” the King James Bible for reference but again rely on the Book of Mormon.  Today their center administrative group is located in Salt Lake City, Utah, where they claim to have over 10 million adherants, and over 200,000 conversions per year.  

Heresies:  

1.  They alone are the descendents of the Melchizedec priesthood which is the channel for all knowledge, doctrine, and for salvation. {Refuted – Heb 7:11-28 No further need of priests.}

2.  They believe that Michael the archangel is the “Ancient of Days”, the Father, God Almighty.  Also, that “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man”.  They teach that Jesus Christ is one the early “gods”.  Mormon men can (and will) become a god similarly. {Refuted – De 6:4; Ps 90:2; Is 43:10; 44:6,8; 45:5,21,22  There is only one God who is everlasting with no God before Him or after, no God beside Him, and none else.}

3.  Mormonism teaches that “the glorified man-God (Adam) of this world fathered the Saviour. {Refuted – Lk 1:35;  Mt 1:18-20  The Holy Ghost came upon Mary before she had come together with her husband Joseph.}

4.  Mormon doctrine explains that salvation involves not only faith in Christ, but baptism by immersion, obedience to the teaching of the Mormon Church, good works, and “keeping the commandments of God (which) will cleanse away the stain of sin”.  They also teach that all will be saved, but each in his own order, and thus no eternal punishment in Hell. {Refuted – Titus 3:5; Eph 2:8,9; Ro 6:23; Lk 23:42,43; Heb 9:11-16,22; 9:17,18; Mt 25:41,45; Rv 21:6-8  Salvation is not obtained by our righteousness or works but is a gift of God based on the pardon given by Jesus Christ dying on the cross and sheding His blood to atone for sins. And, all those not receiving this gift will be damned to Hell forever.}

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

This cult, known variously as the Russellites, Watchtower and Tract Society, and Jehovah’s Witnesses began in Pittsburgh in 1886 by Charles Taze Russell.  In 1995, they claimed over 5 million followers.  Their teachings center around the error that Jesus Christ has returned to earth to set up His kingdom and has given the job now to 144,000 of their Witnesses, along with “many” other “less enlightened” ones.

Heresies:

1.  They teach that there is one solitary being from all eternity, Jehovah God, and that the “Trinity” is heresy since Jehovah is not “a freakish-looking three-headed God”.  {Refuted – Gn 1:1, 26; 11:7; Is 6:8; Mt 3:16,17; Mt 28:19; 1Jn 5:7  God is plural, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, and these three are one.}

2.  JW’s declare that Jesus Christ is “a god, a mighty god, but not the Almighty God”;  and that He is unequal with God the Father, i.e. inferior.  And, that He was “the first and direct creation of Jehovah God”.  {Refuted – Is 9:6; Mic 5:2; Is 7:14; Jn 1:1,14; Ex 3:14, Jn 8:58; 17:5; 20:28; Php 2:6,10,11; Col 1:16,17; 2:9; 1Ti 3:16; Hb 1:5-8  Jesus Christ is The Mighty God, Jehovah, He who was born in Bethlehem, God with us, in the flesh, the I AM, before Abraham, before the world ever was, the Lord and God, fully equal with God, who created all things, having the fulness of the Godhead bodily, God Himself.

3.  Salvation is taught to  be a reward for faithfulness and personal merit/good works;   being born-again is applied only to the 144,000 who are the Celestial Class of heavenlies;  the “other sheep” (other JW’s) will not have spirit bodies as the 144,000 but earthly bodies and will be ruled by these born-again ones;  non-JW’s who live “good” lives will have opportunity in the New Millennium to attain “perfection” which will allow them to live eternally. Also, Jesus Christ’s atonement on the cross was only to cover “Adam’s” sins, not ours. {Refuted – Jn 3:5; Rv 7:4; Ro 4:4,5; 6:23; Eph 2:8,9; 1Jn 5:11,12;  Ro 3:24-26; 2Co 5:2; Hb 9:24-26; 1Jn 1:7; Rv 5:9 -  All must be born-again to enter Heaven, not only the 144,000,  and this salvation is by faith in the gift of God, and not of works, but in His Son only, Who justified us freely by His grace, and is our righteousness, putting away our sin, and cleansing us through His blood.}

4.  They teach that there is not a literal eternal punishment in a place called Hell, but rather an “unconsciousness” or “extinction” of those not in one of the three “kingdoms”.  {Refuted – Mk 9:44; Lk 16:24; Rv 20:10,15  Hell is mentioned numerous times in the Bible and is a literal place where the worm dieth not, where there is torment, and this torment is forever.}

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISM

Ellen G. White is the founder of this well known cult.  It arose out of the “Adventist” movement of the mid-1800’s (a belief that they are the fulfillment of prophecies pertaining to the latter days) and the Seventh Day Baptist apostates (a focus on sabbath worship and the keeping of the Law).  There are more than 5 million members worldwide in over 27,000 SDA churches.  

Here are just a few of the many heresies found in their false belief system:  1) Salvation by works – they have redefined salvation by grace through faith to actually mean grace plus the Law, and faith plus works;  they boldly state that “the standard for admission into Heaven is a character built according to the ten specifications or commandments, of God’s Law…He can lift you up to the place where the requirements of the law are met in you”;  They say that the work of the gospel is to bring men up to where they can keep God’s holy Law;  they have a guide that takes you through the steps to becoming a Christian, which are “belief”, “repentance”, “confession”, “baptism”, and “obedience through Christ in us” (obeying all the commandments of the Lord).  2) Sabbath keeping – Adventism teaches that Sabbath keeping will be the test of obedience during the Great Tribulation, and contends that Sunday observances are the mark of the Beast, and those observing it will be lost; they teach that the Sabbath is eternally binding upon men from creation, and that the 10 Commandments are binding also (since the Law).  3) Soul sleep – They state that the idea that man has conscious existence after death is the devil’s first lie;  this teaches that “lost” people will cease to exist immediately upon death.  4) Investigative Judgement – Jesus Christ enterred into the holy of holies on our behalf to make an atonement for all who are shown to be “entitled to its benefits”;  It further states that sinners who have sins unrepented of and thus unforgiven, will not be pardoned and their name will be blotted out of the books of record;  they at times sound very fundamental…to a point (i.e. all who have trul repented of sin and by faith claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon enterred against their names in the books in Heaven, and their characters are found to be in harmony with the ‘law of God’, their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will be accounted worthy of eternal life.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Mary Baker, Glover, Patterson, Eddy began this cult in the 1800’s and was spawned by a book she “plagiarized” called Science and Health.  This is their cult’s textbook and is often read at their services.  In 1990, there were about 170,000 members.  They are well known for their Christian Science reading rooms and for the Christian Science Monitor.  Their “practicioners” are healers that believe that illness is an illusion of the mortal mind.  Mrs. Eddy taught that to seek medical help is to break the first commandment.

Here are many of the heresies of the Christian Scientists:  man did not fall, death is an illusion,  angels are God’s thoughts, God is divine mind, the virgin birth is not literal, the Trinity is a pagan idea, Jesus Christ was not God, evil and sin are imaginary, disease can be removed by right thinking, heaven is a state of mind, hell is nonexistant, and the death and shed blood of the Saviour was ineffectual.  Mrs. Eddy has made the conclusion that man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death.  Her body now lies in the grave, rotted, just bones are left.

UNITY SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANITY

Founded by Charles and Myrtle Fillmore in 1889, and with followers over 1.5 million.  They teach beliefs similar to Christian Science and Hinduism.  There is a modified form of reincarnation, Yogaism, vague spiritualizing of key doctrines of the Bible, and a blasphemous teaching of God being a state of being, a feeling.  They state that God is love…but He is not a being…He is what love is.

ZEN BUDDHISM

Zen is a branch of Buddhism which claims followers in the many millions.  It was founded by Gautama Buddha around 560 BC.  It teaches that there are “four noble truths”: suffering, its cause, its cessation, and the way which leads to its cessation. They teach a chain of “reincarnation” that results from the “thirst of life together with passion and desire” which helps the hopeless cycle of birth and death.  Nirvana is the annihilation of individuality, i.e. the soul.  Zen has no God to worship, no ceremonial rites to observe, but is a philosophy that appeals to the intellect of man and definitely not to the Word of God.

