SERVING THE LORD

WHAT’S HOLDING YOU BACK?!

Do you want to do more for the Lord?

Do you sense that God is wanting you to do more in some area?

Are you resisting, struggling, fighting?

What’s holding you back?
Each of you has at least one major area in which you are resisting doing more for God.

There is something significant holding you back…

Do you sense that God wants you to:

- be totally committed to faithfully attending every church service?

- be totally committed to faithfully having quality devotions with the Lord every day?

- give more money to the Lord’s work?

- start serving in this certain area of ministry that the Lord has placed on your heart?

- be totally committed to faithfully being involved with weekly church evangelism?

- be totally committed to faithfully being a part of the Bible College?

- be at the church’s building during the week to offer your services wherever there might be a need?

- submit to God’s call for full time service

Have you been burdened in one of these areas?

Just can’t seem to make it happen?

What’s holding you back?

If you can truly put your finger on it, maybe you could come out with a victory finally!

Why not be honest with yourself and try and see why it is that you keep holding back in this area?...

And, for you mature (so-called) Christians, what’s holding you back form totally cutting loose for the Lord?  from getting radical, extreme, intense?  from cranking it to the max?   What area are you not willing to do this in?....  Why?

Gal 5:7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?

Scaredy-Cat
1 Sam 10:22-24 Therefore they inquired of the Lord further, if the man should yet come thither. And the Lord answered, Behold, he hath hid himself among the stuff. And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood among the people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and upward. And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him among all the people? And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king.

Satan keeps getting the best of you

1 Thess 2:18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.

Waiting for a better time

Acts 24:25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.

Too concerned with what others might think

Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

Just doesn’t seem right to me

Prov 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

Waiting for the right time

Mt 20:1,6,7 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.

And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.  

Wanting to take things easy
Luke 12:19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

Uncommitted

Ps 37:5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

Not fully persuaded

Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

You’re a ‘giver-upper’

Prov 24:16 For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.

You’re too lazy

Prov 26:14-15 As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed. The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth.

Not willing to put forth all the effort

Eccl 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.   

Too complicated of a life

2 Tim 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  

Way too busy

Luke 10:41-42 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

Wrong priorities

Luke 9:59-60 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

Obstinate

Isa 48:4 Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass;

Flesh keeps winning

Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit , and the Spirit against the flesh : and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
Rom 7:18-19 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

Rom 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

Enjoys the pleasures of sin too much

Heb 11:25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;

Your life is a sinful mess

Prov 5:22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.

Not willing to get rid of that one besetting sin

Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

Too attracted to the things of this world
1 John 2:15-16 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

Just not willing to give everything up yet…

Phil 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

Do you sense that God wants you to:
- be totally committed to faithfully attending every church service?

- be totally committed to faithfully having quality devotions with the Lord every day?

- give more money to the Lord’s work?

- start serving in this certain area of ministry that the Lord has placed on your heart?

- be totally committed to faithfully being involved with weekly church evangelism?

- be totally committed to faithfully being a part of the Bible College?

- be at the church’s building during the week to offer your services wherever there might be a need?

- submit to God’s call for full time service

What’s holding you back?

And, for you mature (so-called) Christians, what’s holding you back form totally cutting loose for the Lord?  from getting radical, extreme, intense?  from cranking it to the max?   What area are you not willing to do this in?....  Why?

