**I know thy works:  said to each church, and shows us that Jesus Christ watches the churches very closely and knows exactly what is going on.  Works probably refers to the ministries and what they are producing.

**Repent:  mentioned to 5 of the 7 churches.  A Revelation to Repent.  Those not repenting had the specific judgement to expect very quickly.

**He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches:  said to each church, and shows that some don’t listen to the still small voice.

**Overcometh:  said to each church, and relates to the overcoming of the world by faith in Jesus Christ and by the Lamb’s blood (1Jn 5:4,5; Rv 12:11).  Referring to receiving salvation.  **Overcomers Promises:  probably not specific to each church, but teaches us what each child of God has already, or has the potential of receiving. The summary of these are access to the Tree of Life, not being hurt by the second death, getting hidden manna, receiving a white stone with a special name, ruling power over the nations, clothing of white, not blotted out of the Lamb’s Book of Life, will be in the New Jerusalem with a new name, and sitting with Him in His throne.

EPHESUS

Ephesus was a major seaport (the Gateway to Asia); also, it was the seat of Diana worship.  See Acts 19 and 20:17-38 for more information.

Rev 2:1-7

1.  Angel is the pastor.  He is Jesus Christ.  Stars are the pastors of each church, which He holds very tightly with full power over them.  Walketh; referring to His presence in each church via the Holy Spirit, and that He is moving about, not sitting in a pew, He is inspecting and fellowshipping.

2.  He inspects and truly knows each church’s works (accomplishments thru their ministries via the Word of God), labor (effort level), and patience (waiting for God to bring it to pass, and them not forcing it).  They tried so called “apostles” (preachers, teachers) by examining their testimony and belief carefully.  Apostles had to have been taught and commissioned directly by the Lord Jesus Christ when He was on earth.  They had big churches back then with a lot of people coming in and wanting pre-eminence.

3.  There was lots of evil around them and they patiently bore up against this evil generation...just as we live in today.  We can get all bent out of shape, but it would do better to persevere.  Most churches faint but they and we don’t.  Much pressure to compromise.

4.  Nevertheless – even though this is all very impressive, something is even more impressive.  Somewhat is not a whole bunch, but it is not a little either.  First love – Jesus Christ has taken offense at His Bride for not loving Him more than anyone or thing else.  Now they love themselves and what “they” are doing more than Him.  Why do you do what you do at church?

5.  Whence – focus in on your point of error...where did we actually go wrong at.  They got attracted to something else (world, bigness...).  Repent is to take a full direction turn away from the direction you were going.  First works are the basics of church which is love for the Groom, obedience, focusing on Him and not us.  Or else – this is an huge important warning to all of us.  Quickly is just what it says.  No long period given here.  Churches will lose their status with the Lord very quickly if they do not repent.  Remove as one of the Lord’s churches, and become just another “assembly” of religous folk, trying in vain to please the Lord Jesus.  Removed as a light beacon that is empowered by the Holy Spirit.

6.  Nicolaitins – they taught the elevation status of the “clergy” above the “laity”.  They also taught compromise between the church and the “state” religion of the day.  There are groups in Toronto, Dallas, California, and elsewhere, trying to teach “churches” things not too different from this.

7.  Ear – listen up churches.  The Spirit does the actual speaking to the church body.  He had specific messages for each church, not just a general “love Jesus” message all the time.  Tree of Life – access to this special Tree that brings healing to the nations (Rev 22:2,14).  Located in the New Jeruslaem.  Only certain saints that loved the Lord and were part of His church will have this access (?).

**Commended:  works, labor, patience, not fainting, hating evil “men of God”, and hating their teachings.

**Correction:  not in love with the Lord Jesus Christ.

**Consequences:  to be removed as one of the Lord’s churches.

The church of Ephesus was active and separated and even doctrinally sound, but they lacked love for their Saviour.  They just needed to go back to the basics and focus on Jesus Christ.

SMYRNA
Called the “Crown of Ionia”, another seaport, second only to Ephesus in wealth.  The name comes from “myrrh” which is an embalming perfume.

Rev 2:8-11

8.  First and the Last – see 1:8.  He is both Creator and Saviour.  He is our all in all.  This church I believe recognized this fact.

9.  Tribulation referring to the persecutions of Baptists back then, and on for another 1500 years afterwards.  What true tribulations have we had?!  Poverty in the world’s eyes but rich spiritually.  Most of His churches have always been, and still today are, without much money, nothing fancy.  Blasphemy – claiming to be of God but are “wolves” (whether they know it or not).  It is the Lord’s churches versus the Devil’s (the Whore’s churches).

10.  Suffer – it most definately was going to happen...just think if we received such a letter.  Devil – breaking the law by soulwinning, preaching against certain sins, only using the King James Bible...etc.  Tried – faith tried so you can be stronger yet.  Ten days – see 1Pe 1:6,7.  Could be 10 literal days, but probably a longer period of time.  Maybe referring to the 10 major persecutions by the Roman Empire or the 10 years of persecution under Diocletian.  Faithful – Baptist martyrs sure were.  Read the Trail of Blood.  How much have you?  Crown – see Jm 1:12 and Rv 3:11.  A special reward here for faithfulness.  Other crown are Life, Glory, Rejoicing, and Righteousness.  Second death – see Rv 20:14.  There is a physical separation and then a spiritual one.

**Commended:  works, tribulation, poverty.

**Correction:  just don’t give up when trials come.  Nothing bad said here.

**Consequences:  give up then give up crown.

The church of Smyrna was faithful despite being poor and persecuted.  They were 1 of the 2 churches that nothing bad was said of them.

PERGAMOS
It goes back to 500 BC and was the political capital of Asia;  it had a library of over 200,000 volumes.  It was a medical and religous center also.

Rev 2:12-17

12.  Sword – quick and powerful and sharp, out of His mouth (1:16).  Jesus will judge us all by His Word.

13.  Satan’s seat – Pergamos was a center of Paganism with the notable “god of medicine”.  There are cities around here even where he has a great hold on.  He dwells there, lives there, stays around there, calls it home.  Name – They proclaimed Jesus Christ and that they were Christians, Baptists!  They wouldn’t compromise...holding fast.  Antipas was one of maybe a few martyrd there, but later many thousands and millions would be tortured and killed (see the Trail of Blood).  God has high regard for faithful martyrs.

14.  Few things – compare with “somewhat” from before; maybe about the same.  What few things have we?  Balaam – see Num 22;  they were causing God (knowingly or not) to curse the people due to compromise, lax standards, impure worship; they were motivated by increase fame and wealth.

15.  Nicolaitins – again, the elevation of the clergy, and compromising to the heathen ways.

16.  It will be a quick coming, and not much time given to repent.  Don’t think you will be given years, it might only be weeks or days.  Fight – against the bad ones in the church;  He will take care of them via His Word and the judgements it pronounces (Jn 12:48).  

17.  Manna – the food of angels in Heaven; it is very good.  White stone – private, just between Jesus and you;  it will tell a lot about your character.  It was given to one at trial who was acquited...black was guilty.  Praise the Lord we have been judged “not guilty” now!

**Commended:  holding fast His name (Baptist), faithfully.

**Correction:  false doctrine (Balaam, Nicolaitins), compromise.

**Consequences:  judgements of God from His Word.

They were polluted by false doctrine, having compromised to the heathen religous ways around them.

THYATIRA
A small but wealthy city which manufactured cloth and a purple dye. They worshipped the Sun god.

Rev 2:18-29

18.  Real specific on Who He is, The Son of God;  probably His most noteworthy title.  Eyes – they really stand out; searching the evil and the good.  Fire relates to judgement, as does the brass.  He is not the weak, effiminate man that Hollywood portrays.

19.  Charity – God appreciates benevolence giving.  You can be a church that is busy serving, giving, and standing in the faith, but if you are off in something it can stand out like a big sore.  Last works apparently are those more recently, and are improved now.  The church was growing in maturity.  

20.  Just a few things again wrong, but even one thing is considered alarming to the Son of God.  It is like an engaged man noticing his fiance hanging around a group of wicked women, yuch!  Sufferest – the leaders allowed it even though they had reservations against it.  Beware of outspoken women in the church.  This fornication was promoted by a system of easy, low standards, carefree living, no consequence living.  

21.  Pergamos had to repent quickly.  Here, a space is given, which may be on the quick side too.  Continuing without effort to repent will end soon in disaster for a church, a Christian.

22.  Spiritual adultery ; she will be led further into it.  Great tribulation may refer to Daniel’s 70th week, or referring to just bad times for that church.  A bad church will be allowed to get really bad if it won’t repent.  They usually don’t repent, sad to say.

23.  Her children – the churches birthed by her.  They will no doubt be somewhat similar to her.  All churches around should pay attention to what is going on in other churches.  You definately reap what you sow as a church, accordingly. 

24.  Not all in a church are involved with error (the rest).  They thankfully are not judged with the whole in this instance.  As a member of a church, you are either in good or in bad standing...no gray area.

25.  You may have errors; work on them...don’t let anything else slide.

26.  Power over nations – the hierarchy of His kingdom will be much like O.T. Israel and its kingdom;  maybe specific for these early churches though.

Study out ruling and reigning with Christ and the specific contexts.

27.  Rod is just like Christ’s.  There will still need to be ruling in His kingdom.

28.  The Bright and morning star (Rv 22:16).  There is a “daystar” that arises in your heart when you get saved.  

29.  Listen up church!

**Commended: serving and improving.

**Correction:  leaders allowed a woman to control some teachings which were immoral and lax.

**Consequence:  led to more spiritual adultery if they didn’t repent.

This church was moving the right direction but had the inner makings of disaster brewing.  Leadership must keep things right.

SARDIS
The oldest of the 7 cities which was once the capital of the Lydian empire (550 BC).  Very idolatrous, with pagan worship mixed with immorality.

Rev 3:1-6

1.  The 7 Spirits of God – see 1:4;  it could be 7 angels (referred to in the Bible as spirits), the pastors;  but more likely is the 7 fold description of the Holy Spirit ; or to each of the 7 churches where the Spirit resides (the word is capitalized but is plural).  The 7 stars are the pastors.  Livest – has “Baptist” in the name, but has already died, or is in the process of.  

2.  Watchful – look around carefully at the church and its works.  Strengthen – there are weaks spots; concentrate on those.  What goes on throught our church needs to be perfect...up to the standard.  Get rid of the weak spots.

3.  Received/heard – when the church began;  look at the statement of faith and philosophy set forth.  Thief – it is to those who are not expecting it...those not living for Him.  The hour, no...but the day and season, yes.

4.  Just a few in most churches sad to say.  Garments – the righteousness of the saints...white.  Spiritually we wear them now.  Worthy – those in the Lord’s churches who stay pure will have special standing in the future.

5.  White raiment – how righteous equals how white...will you be spotty and dull?  Book of Life – see Rev 20:12-15;  blotted out – written at creation in ink, but in blood when saved. Confess – see Mt 10:32; happens right after salvation.

6.  Are you all ears?!

**Commended:  a few were still doing right.

**Correction:  unrighteous, dying, strayed from there beginnings a lot.

**Consequence:  their existance as a church will be stolen away.

This church was Baptist only in name.  It was soon to die.  Only a few left in it that really cared.
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GENERAL
**7 Candlesticks:  they are the 7 churches of Asia (1:20).

**7 Stars:  they are the 7 angels (pastors) of each church in Asia (1:20).

**7 Fold Description of Jesus Christ:  each church receives a different view of the coming King.  The application here may not be related to the church written to but to give the reader a better understanding of Who in fact is in charge of the churches.  Summarized as:  holding the pastors in His right hand, walking among the churches, First and Last, was dead and now is alive, has a sharp double-edged sword (Bible) out of His mouth, eyes of fire, feet as fine brass, hath the 7 Spirits of God, is the holy True One with the key of David, is the Amen Faithful and True Witness who began creation.

