                 the

spirit-filled church

SPIRIT-FILLED IDEALOGIES TODAY

Here are some statements that I found on an internet search for “Spirit-filled”:

Freedom Worship Center is a Spirit-Filled church.

The term “Spirit-filled” is used to describe a church that is open to the moving of the Living Holy Spirit in reality as opposed to just terminology. God’s presence is real and can be known. The Holy Spirit moves with power as He wills to do all that He did in the book of Acts – deliver, heal, do miracles, and bring about radical conversions to Jesus Christ. 

The Evangelistic Center is a Spirit-filled family church where the gospel of Jesus Christ is evidenced in the teaching, the preaching, and in the revival of God’s outpouring.

To describe Gateway as a "Spirit-filled" church means that we encourage both individual and corporate openness to the activity of the Sprit of God. We recognize that without such an openness, the Spirit is hampered and the Church loses its spiritual power and vitality.

We are an inter-denominational, Spirit-filled church in South Nashville featuring contemporary worship and relevant, Biblical teaching for the whole family.

Faith Tabernacle is a Spirit-filled, full-gospel, non-denominational church considered to be a prophetic,end-times ministry with a website that is updated daily.

Welcome to Mission Lighthouse Church 
Full gospel, Spirit filled church that worships an awesome God and loves people.

We are in search of a Praise & Worship leader, you must be able to sing, flow in the anointing, sensitive to the move of the Spirit, must be available to travel with the Pastor, also able to build and praise team, and able to work well with others.

Seeking Minister of Music that is spirit filled and has experience with Praise and Worship.

We are looking for people in the Wichita, Kansas Metro area who would help us in establishing a Contemporary, Spanish-speaking, Spirit Filled Baptist Church with Latino flavor. 

Spirit Filled Web Sites: 

The Glory Belongs To The Lord! 
A Christian site devoted to glorifying our Lord! I am on fire for the Lord - come and join me in worship!

Helene's Spirit Filled Home 
The Holy Spirit is alive and well and living here. Won't you stop by and learn about Him.

CyberChurch - The Internet's SPIRIT-FILLED Virtual Reso
Our Gay Friendly, Spirit-Filled, Christian Church

About us:  We are a full Gospel, Pentecostal, Gay affirming Christian Church in Dayton, Ohio, USA, and a member of  The Alliance of Christian Churches. We believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for ALL people! When a person comes into a relationship with the living Christ, their sexual orientation does not change, it just gets better! Why, because though you will still be attracted to the same person you were before your relationship with Christ, you find an added dimension: the eternal source of  LOVE: GOD'S UNCONDITIONAL LOVE, comes to abide in your heart. Your home life improves because the fruit of the Spirit such as love, kindness, peace, and patience with others can't help but to develop in you. These things make you a better mate to your beloved, a better co-worker, a better person.

SCRIPTURAL PROOF TEXTS FOR THE SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCH

These next 5 passages give the account of Jesus Christ’s words to the Church just before He went up to sit at the right hand of the Father, and just before the day of Pentecost came (about 1 week before it).

Matt 28:18-20***All power was already around the Church with Jesus Christ present and leading them!  Christ’s main command to the Church just before He left them was summed up in this passage.  He would be with them via the Holy Ghost.

Mark 16:15-20 ***This account is parallelled with Matthew 28’s, i.e. it is the same account, just a different writer of it.  Here we see that after this command was given that He went to be with the Father, and is there to this day.  The last part of this passage is parrallel to Acts chapter 2.  Remember, that the purpose of these signs and wonders was to “confirm the word”, i.e. the Word of God that was being penned down right at that time period.

Luke 24:45-51 ***This is again the same account as the previous two passages as observed by Luke.  It is still very evident that Christ’s main theme just before He left the Church was that they all would go out and preach the gospel.  This passage gives a key element to it all by Him telling the Church to “tarry” where they were until the day of Pentecost.  The promise was clearly the Holy Ghost, and He was to be “upon” “them”.  This is different than “receiving” the Holy Ghost as is clarified in the passage in John chapter 20.  That “power” would be needed to successfully carry out the task at hand!

John 20:19-22 This is most likely the same account as the above 3 passages but as observed by John.  It is very clear here that this is “prior to the day of Pentecost” for this was done before Christ had ascended to the Father.  Thus, this “receiving” of the Holy Ghost was a “personal” receiving, different than at the day of Pentecost.  So, the “baptism with the Holy Ghost” was a totally different event than the personal “receiving” of the Holy Ghost.  

Acts 1:4-9***As we can see by the last statement here, the timing of this account was parrallel to that of the previous 4 passages.  They were to “wait”, or “tarry”, for this “promise” which is clarified here as the Holy Ghost.  This “baptism with the Holy Ghost” would happen in “days” (not weeks).  Thus, the time table for Christ’s command to the Church to preach, baptize, and teach, was given just prior to the baptism with the Holy Ghost.  This command could not be properly fulfilled without the “promise”, the “power” coming upon them.  Key in this passage is verse 8;  the Church had to have the “power”…they were ready to obey their Master’s command, but He said that they must wait until they get this “power”.  
Acts 2:1-4 ***The “power” promised the Church was finally going to be given them, probably 6 days after the previous passages’ accounts.  This is the account of the “baptism with the Holy Ghost”.  This gave the information needed on what all occurs in association with the baptism with the Holy Ghost.  So, if it is said to be a repeatable event today, then where is the “rushing mighty wind” and the “cloven tongues like as fire”?!  This baptism allowed the Church members to be “filled with the Holy Ghost”.  So, it may be that the “filling with the Holy Ghost” can only occur in conjunction with being a member of the Lord’s Church and ready to perform His commands…  The “tongues speaking” was part of the “signs and wonders” that were given to “confirm the word”.  They were “done away with” by the end of that century.  With all this happening, the Church members knew without a shadow of a doubt that they had the “power”, the “promise of the Father”, and they could now “go ye therefore and preach the gospel”!  And, they did that very thing!

Acts 2:36-39  ***Peter had the “power” now, and he obeyed the Lord’s command and preached the gospel.   However, Peter had already “received” the Holy Ghost a week or so prior to this day (Jn 20:22+).  Thus, Peter had “personal” Holy Spirit power, but not the “corporate” Holy Spirit power.  There is clearly a difference here, otherwise Peter should have gone out and preached a week earlier!  I believe that after this “baptism” that those who were subsequently saved would “immediately” receive the Holy Ghost.  So, the “baptism of the Holy Ghost” served at least two aspects: 1) to empower the Church;  and 2) to initiate immediate “receiving” of Him at salvation.  The “signs and wonders” of this event let them all know that something special had happened, and these signs were repeated for some time to all those that were saved subsequently, so that they themselves would know that they indeed had received the Holy Ghost too.   See the lesson on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit for more information on this. 

PERSONAL FILLING IS DIFFERENT THAN CORPORATE FILLING:

The “fruit” of the Spirit is “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, faith, meekness, temperance”.  The outcome of being “filled” with the Spirit was “singing to one another”, giving God thanks, and “submitting to one another”, all in the context of a Church setting.   Thus, when one is “personally” filled with the Spirit, they should see these things happening.

The filling of the Spirit “corporately”, i.e. via the Church, is clearly shown in the above passages where they went out preaching with power the Word of God.  It also involves “repentance” (He reproves the world of sin), and being led to the “Truth” (He will lead us into all truth;  thus, having correct doctrine).

Putting these two teachings together, we see that one needs to be personally filled with the Spirit ‘and’ also working through a Church that has the power of the Holy Spirit, so that they/it can fulfill the Great Commission successfully.  You must be both personally and corporately “filled” in order to do this!

THE SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCH

The Church in Jerusalem, after the day of Pentecost, had “power” to perform the command given to it in Matthew chapter 28, etc.. Thus, a Spirit-filled Church will display this reality by performing this command.  “Spirit-filled” is not a Scriptural term for the Church, but is possibly still a truth.  A Church might wax and wane on its corporate “filling” as do Christians and their personal “filling”.  But, there is no doubt that the Christian, and the Church, has the Holy Spirit, it is just how much they rely on His power accordingly.  

Today, the popular definition of a “Spirit-filled” Church is one that has the “sign gifts” being displayed in her, with a lot of “freedom” to how the course of the service goes (little structure).   These “Churches” are typically “Charasmatic” styled Churches.

THE IRONY OF THE SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCH

It is very ironic that the contemporary Spirit-filled Church (Charasmatic type) are actually totally void of the Spirit corporately, and the Churches that actually do have the Spirit (Baptist Churches) don’t really realize that they are a Spirit-filled Church (at least potentially)!  We need to ignore the so called Spirit-filled Churches of our day, and concentrate on the ones that really are Spirit-filled.  These are the Churches that have one by one been “birthed” by their “mother” Church all the way back to that Church that Jesus Christ started and empowered.  That empowerment with the Holy Ghost is passed on as each new baby Church is birthed.  

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST CHURCHES ARE THE ONLY SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCHES TODAY

We need to realize that we possess this “power” of the Holy Ghost and need to be busy about what the Lord has commanded the Churches to be doing.  But, are we trying to do this?  are we witnessing?   are we discipling them to be baptized?  are we teaching them all things in the Bible?        Also, are we relying on this incredible power to do this??  

It is so important to be in the right Church!  We have great “authority” here on Earth;  but, with that authority comes great “responsibility”!  We have the exact same amount of “power” that those had on the day of Pentecost!!!  The sign gifts are gone, but the power didn’t fade one bit!   Oh that we would realize this and get busy relying on this Power to perform the Lord’s work!!!!!!!!

Pastor David Warner
Faithful Baptist Church

Omak, Washington
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