Be yea1 followers of meb1, even as I also am of Christb2 . Now I praise youc , brethrena 2, that ye remember me in all thingsb3 , and keepd  the ordinancese , as I delivered them to youf .  (1 Co 11:1-2)

[a]

[1,2] Paul, of course, is speaking directly to the Church of Corinth (ye, brethren).  This was a real, live, independent, called-out, assembly of born-again, scripturally baptized believers.  It wasn’t written to Christendom in general.  It wasn’t written to any group that calls itself a ‘church’.  It wasn’t written to an association, fellowship, denomination, college, or, even simply, a preacher.  It was a church.  This is so important to understand.  We need to develop an understanding of a subject by looking to see exactly what the Bible says on it, not mixing that with man’s traditions over the centuries.  God is telling each of the Lord’s churches today the same important mission.  Each church needs to open its ears to this command, and do it.

[b]

[1] “Be ye followers of me”: Kind of a bold statement for one to make, unless you are the apostle Paul.  Pastors, the same is said of you though; we are to be ‘ensamples’ to the flock.  Paul was setting the example for most, if not all, churches at that time.  He was chosen by Jesus Christ to be the example setter.  Paul was commanding this church, and all other churches, to follow him…are we?

[2] Paul set a good example because he had a perfect one to follow himself, Jesus Christ’s  - “even as I also am of Christ”.  Paul spent possibly 3 years in the desert of Arabia alone with Jesus Christ being taught the things of God (Gal 1:17,18).  Jesus Christ spent 3 years teaching the other apostles, so it is not too strange that He would do the same for the chief of the apostles.  We should never follow a man’s example without lining it up with the example that is set down for us in Scripture, from the very words of Jesus Christ Himself.  

[3] They, and we too, needed to ‘remember’ what Paul has taught them.  It seems most churches today have totally forgotten, or chosen to ignore, what Paul taught the churches originally. Later, he sent Timothy to ‘put the brethren in remembrance of these things’  (1Ti 4:6).  The churches needed to be reminded time and time again about the ordinances, and ‘all things’ that they were taught.  Paul told Timothy to commit to faithful men ‘the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses’ (2Ti 2:2).  Many Timothy’s later we are still, hopefully, commiting ‘these things’ to faithful men, future pastors.  If we stop following Paul’s teachings, if we stop being reminded of them by faithful men, then we, the Lord’s churches, will cease to keep the truth, and will slide into the gulf of ecumenicism and quickly will flow down the sewer pipes to oblivion!

[c]

The sentence structure and grammer seems to indicate that Paul was in the act of praising them for they had been remembering and keeping things as he had delivered them.  This church must have been doing a fair job of this even though that they were not praised in verse 17 for how they were practicing the Lord’s Supper, one of the ordinances.  Thus, Paul had some good news and some bad news for them.  They were at least trying pretty hard to remember what Paul had taught them.  They messed up some, as we can see by reading this first letter to this church.  If Paul were visiting with us today, would he be praising us?  Have we as a church done a superb job at following, remembering, and keeping these things?!

[d] 

Who is responsible for “keeping” these things that Paul passed on?  From earlier explanation, it is churches.  It is fundamentally paramount that the actual “keepers” of the ordinances be individual churches and not large denominations, organizations, associations, colleges, fellowships, or even simply preachers.  What does it mean to ‘keep’?  Keep means to ‘hold fast to’, to ‘possess’, to ‘keep secure’ or ‘hold on with a firm possession’.  It is a command to continual be keeping them, and not to slowly but surely alter them to satisfy the whims of changing popular opinion amongst Christendom.  Noone else has the authority and responsibility for this most important ‘keeping’.  The only way to ‘keep’ them is to hold on tightly to what was originally commanded.  That takes effort and great commitment.  Paul ‘beseeched’ and ‘exhorted’ the Church of Thessalonica to keep what they received from Paul (1Th 4:1,2).  Pastors today need to be doing the very same thing.  Jesus Christ’s Great Commandment to His church in Jerusalem just prior to His leaving Earth was one of ‘teaching’ others ‘to observe all things whatsoever’ He had ‘commanded’ them (Mt 28:20).  We need to keep teaching ‘these things’ to ‘faithful men’ so that this church, and churches birthed by us, will indeed ‘keep the ordinances’!

[e]  

An “ordinance” is ‘a rule established by authority’, an ‘observance commanded’, an ‘established rite or ceremony’.  The “ordinances” are two: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.  A few churches still teach that “footwashing” was and is an ordiance.  It was an example to follow individually, but not an ordinance pertaining to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Baptism pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  The Lord’s Supper pictures His shed blood and broken body.  Baptism protects the church from taking in unregenerate, worldly, unsubmissive potential members.  The Lord’s Supper protects the church from its members drifting into worldliness and rebellion.  They need to be ‘kept’ exactly right since they represent something so precious as Jesus Christ, and since they so protect His most precious churches!

[f] 

These ordinances were delivered directly, and specifically, unto an individual church, the Church of Corinth.  Delivered by none other than the apostle Paul;  the most important person on the face of the Earth in regards to starting churches and making sure they are right  and stay right.  He very carefully delivered these; hand carried.  It couldn’t be something that just got passed around casually;  no, these had to be actually delivered so that no mistake could occur in the receiving of them. The other apostles helped in this also, in their respective churches that they helped start and teach in.  Paul implied that a church did not have permission to change them one ‘iota’, no matter what the reason or implication.  They were to be kept exactly ‘as delivered’…no changing…no modernizing…no smoothing out the edges!  When a new church is birthed from us, we will ‘deliver’ to them these ordinances just as we received them; intact, and exact.

Paul said in 1 Cor 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.  Oh how important it was and is that this was delivered right!  Paul was so concerned about this that he said in 2 Th 3:6 that that church should ‘withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us’.
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