                                    -2-                           

Wrong

Ecumenical – “Why can’t we all just get along” in the body of Christ?  Why is there so much divisiveness.  They say “we need to tear down these doctrinal walls of separation and ‘just love Jesus’.  The ‘Ecumenical Movement’ is growing faster every day and is engulfing church after church until soon they will have just about all of them.  The mission is to all be “one”;  kind of a New Age phenomena.  If they understood the ‘body of Christ’ as being local and not universal, they might fight this more, but they don’t and it sounds all too reasonable.  We are not going to throw away the truth in order to ‘get along’.  Our mission is to be the ‘pillar and ground of the truth’!

Entertaining – Everything seems to have to have some type of “hype” with it or it is not well received.  The Churches are following the worlds lead on this.  They can’t keep the ‘crowds’ without appealing to this hype desiring generation among us.  They entertain throughout the whole service with contemporary, “top 40’s” sounding ‘Christianized’ music.  They entertain with drama presentations.  They entertain with the ‘worship team’.  They entertain through concerts.   They entertain through multi media presentations.  They entertain through video/movie nights.  Etcetera, etcetera.  Why can’t churches just try to keep the people coming back by feeding them the truth of the Word of God and showing them that they do indeed love them.

Emotional – If you can get someone emotionally attached to something then ‘you got em’.  Churches follow right along with the world in providing emotional appeal to their ‘product’ that they sell.  Why do thousands keep returning to a church every Sunday?  They want an emotional 
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experience.  They seem to say that if you have an emotional experience then it was a special encounter with God.  No doubt that God can cause one to experience emotionalism, but it must be based on the truth of the Bible to be from God.  Most of what we see in Christianity is emotionally charged experiences not at all based on the truth nor brought about by the Lord.  Just because you get a ‘joy bubble’ or start weeping, doesn’t mean that you are having a close encounter with the Lord.  Churches shouldn’t seek to promote this sort of nonsense.

Empathetic – A typical Adult Sunday School class will involve a ‘moderator’ reading a short passage of Scripture and then asking everyone what they think, then summarizing all the comments and then moving on to the next passage.  The reason for this is that they don’t want to offend anyone; they are being empathetic; they don’t believe it is right to say ‘thus saith the Lord’ and take a stand for a literal explanation of the facts of the passage;  they want to make it ‘warm and fuzzy’; afterall ‘we are not to judge’.    The churches need to be concerned more for what God says and how He feels than for those that are making your church look successful by the large crowds that keep coming.

Equality – Today, with all the pressures from ‘special interest groups’, churches are finding it challenging to avoid appeasing to their pressures.  There is this theme of ‘equality’ being pushed;  that everyone is equal and special in the sight of God.  Specifically, the push is for churches to allow for same gender marriages, women pastors, and homosexual membership/service.  ‘They’ say that we are all equal in God’s eyes.  Well, we are equal in that we are all dirty rotten sinners, but God does declare some rather rigid standards for His churches.  Do we let ‘Atheists’ be pastors? 
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No.  Do we let Pediaphiles run nurseries? No.  Likewise, God expects those that are in gross sins to repent of them and get right with their Lord and then they can freely serve in one of His churches.  Women are to be in subjection to their own husbands and not usurp authority.  It is not popular these days to take such a stand, but a church’s mission is not to be ‘popular’ and ‘politically correct’!  It is to be ‘peculiar’ and Scripturally correct!

Economy driven – Most churches feel they are successful if they have a state of the art building and sound system.  It is very competetive out there in the world of ecumenicism.  Why would a person want to go to your dull looking church building when there is a splendid appearing one just down the street?  Got to keep up with the Jones’.  The Laodiceans had this problem and the Lord was going to spew them out of His mouth.  Sad to say, most Baptist pastors I know brag about what God’s doing by telling of their latest building program.  Let us be concerned with everyone tithing, supporting their pastor(s), giving to missions, rather than how beautiful the building looks.

Existing – Many Old Fashioned Baptist churches have as their main goal to simply ‘exist’…to just get along and be ‘us 4 and no more’.  Kind of a private social club that has no intentions on growing or doing anything other than existing.  Our mission is to go far beyond mere existance and to reach everyone with the gospel, to train them, to start more churches like ours, and to get ourselves ready for Heaven.  We exist to do this very thing!
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Right

Evangelize – The Great Commandment to the Lord’s churches is found in Mt 28:19,20; Mk 16:15; Lk 24:47,48; Jn 20:21; Acts 1:8, etc.  These clearly state that evangelizing with the Gospel is paramount for churches.  The church was given authority with the ‘keys to the kingdom (Mt 16:19) which is the glorious Goespel.     What is the most important information to get to someone?  The Gospel of course. Thus, it must be the top focus for the mission of a church (not the only focus though).  Every ministry of the church should involve getting the gospel out.  What good are we if we just teach the saved the truth of the Bible?  Those few saved folk will know the Bible well, but we will not grow in numbers much, and definitely in a generation or two not have any churches anymore.  If the church in Jerusalem did not get the gospel out to the lost, then we would have nothing even remotely Christian today.  Evangelizing the lost is most vital to the mission.

Edify – A pastor is exhorted to ‘feed the flock of God’ (1Pe 5:2).           The church services must center around feeding (edifying) the members (1Co 14:26); making them spiritually stronger; helping them grow thereby.  It is not for hearing time and time again what you already know.  A salvation message is good at revival meetings, etc., but every church service needs to be geared for edifying the members; of course, the gospel should be presented in case there is one that is lost present.  With edification comes the educating and equipping of the saints to perform the mission of the church. Edifying the body is vital to the mission.

Exhort – Exhortation is to be ever increasing as we closer to the day we are going Home (Hb 10:25).  Someday the pastor(s) will be presenting 

the Bride to the Groom and she is to be pure and chaste (2Co 11:2).  In the process of growing 
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there usually is a need for exhorting, in order to prod for the next step.  We need exhorting to increase our effort in the service of the King.  We humans are prideful, stubborn creatures of habit; we need the exhortation.  It is vital to the mission.

Exalt – Forever and ever the Father through Jesus Christ is to receive glory in the Church (Eph 3:21).  The overriding theme to anything any Christian does must be to the glory of God; to exalting Him above all things; to putting Him first.  The Head of the church is Jesus Christ; He shed His blood for her; He most certainly deserves exaltation.          He alone is worthy to receive glory and honour and power (Rv 4:11).  However, many only focus on this in a church service and neglect everything else;  the praise and worship time is all that matters to them.  He is most exalted when we hear and heed His commandments to us.  Waving arms and repetitively saying Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, does not necessarily qualify for exalting Him.  It might even be looked at  as mocking Him if you call Him Lord, Lord, and do not the things He has commanded you.  We are here to glorify and exalt Jesus Christ…correctly.  This is vital to the mission.

Establish Ecclesias – Along with evangelization comes establishing churches.  It is inherently a part of the Great Commandment from Mt 28, Mk 16, Lk 24, Jn 21, and Acts 1.  Once an area is reached with the gospel and folks are saved, there needs to be a good church for them to be a part of so they can help in performing the mission God has for all of us.  Most focus on evangelization and basically ignore the establishing of eccles-sias.  If no churches were established then there would be just one incredibly huge church in Jerusalem; but we know that many other churches began afterward by the apostles.  Establishing ecclessias is vital to the mission.
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