THE LORD’S CHURCH

DEFINITION

1. Not a building; denomination; or a universal, invisible body of all the saved.

2. “Ekklesia”: greek derivation and means ‘called out’, ‘assembly’.

Different assemblies (act 19:29+), but the Lord has His own (mt 16:18).

3. Classical use: an organized assembly whose members are properly called out from private homes to attend public affairs.

4. Logical understanding:  114 occurrences in NT (99 = local churches), and 15 refer to the church generically or institutionally. (favorite universalist passage: eph 5:23).

It is local, visible, organized (like a body, building, or bride).

5. Universal church belief is dangerous: “Catholic” = “universal”. Cyprian started the idea in 254, Constantine enforced it in 313, and Protestants never changed it. It is 

dangerous because: promotes ecumenicism, parachurch; and demotes           
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loyalty, responsibility, and baptism (Holy Spirit’s?). The Kingdom of God is not the church but the Catholic system loves the idea (rules the kingdom).

BEGINNING

1. At the calling of His disciples (Jn 1:35+). Jesus was baptized and then started His church. Only a select group of baptized believers were allowed to be “His disciples”.

2. Pentecost birthday indicates that the Holy Spirit started it; what did Jesus start?

Mt 16:18 teaches a lot on the church. The church was in existence before Pentecost: saved baptized (Mt 3:6), pastor (Jn 10:11,14), treasurer (Jn 13:29), Lord’s Supper (Mt 26:26-28), added unto (Act 2:41).

3. Existed since Jesus Christ and has not stopped since: Mt 16:18, 28:18+.

4. All the “other” assemblies out there don’t originate from Jesus Christ but from man.
                            -3-
RCC(  
*Lutheranism

*EasternOrthodox

*Reformed(Presbyterian(
    Church of Christ, Alliance, Bible

*Anglican(Congregational,Salva-      

    tion Army, Brethren,and     

    Methodist(Nazarenes, 4 square

MEMBERSHIP

1. This organization like any other has requirements for membership: scriptural salvation scriptural baptism, scriptural supporting, and scriptural submitting.

2. Act 2:41 is the key verse: saved, baptized, and then added to “them”. 

3. Membership in something denotes responsibility and accountability.

4.  His assembly is very different from all the others. You are part of something very 
special!
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GOVERNMENT

1. The democratic administration of Christ’s laws by the church under pastoral leadership: Act 1:15+, 6:1+, 1Co 5:1+.

2. Two officers: pastor(s), deacon(s). Pastor(s) lead, deacons are subservient to them.

2. Independency, self-governing, local (Mt 18:17 = highest authority)

3. Watch out for colleges, fellowships, associations, idolizing men.
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