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  “[Christ started His church by calling men to himself who had been properly prepared by salvation and Baptist baptism (Matt 3:18-22; Jn 1:29-42). These men would soon be called apostles (Matt 10:1-4). Upon the formation of the first church, John saw the need to decrease in his assignment and transfer leadership to the Lord (Jn 3:25-30). His job of preparation was fulfilled when the Founder and Builder of the first church, Jesus Christ, came to the forefront (Jn 1:35-37; Jn 3:31; Matt 4:12-17). Jesus Christ authorized His early church to baptize (Jn. 4:1-2). The first church grew in the first three and a half years to a membership of about 120 (Acts 1:13-15). Upon His resurrection and before his ascension Jesus Christ commissioned His church to evangelize and baptize (Acts 1:8; Matt 28:16-20). After Pentecost, this small church grew greatly in Jerusalem as the Lord added to the membership daily upon their profession of faith and baptism (Acts 2:38-47). The church at Jerusalem was commissioned by the Lord to reach the world for Christ by planting other Baptist churches around the globe. Apparently, the Jerusalem church needed a catalyst to motivate it to actively spread the gospel, and so persecution began. Upon persecution of the church, the members went everywhere preaching the Word of God, and people were saved and baptized (Acts 8:1-4; 8:36-38; Acts 9:17-19). Many churches were established as a result (Acts 9:26-31), and one of the newly planted churches was located in Antioch (Acts 11:19-26). This church grew tremendously and understood their need to reach the world for Christ. They sent two members from their church to establish new churches (Acts 13:1-4). Today they are known as missionaries, though the Bible term is "evangelist" (Eph 4:8-16). These early evangelists were sent by the authority of the Holy Ghost and the church at Antioch to evangelize and baptize the world (Acts 13:1-4). Upon their profession of faith, believers were baptized into the membership of the Antioch church in various regions of Asia Minor. These saved and baptized groups grew in their faith and understood the need for autonomy in their own locality. Paul and Barnabas ordained elders in these new groups and officially organized each group into an independent autonomous church (Acts 14:19-23). Paul and Barnabas were working under the authority of, and on behalf of the "home church" in Antioch. They 
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reported back to Antioch about their church-planting endeavors (Acts 14:25-28). God’s plan for establishing His churches has continued exactly the same way through the years. The pattern for New Testament church planting is found in the Scriptures. God’s plan is for churches to be started by and through the local church. Many churches today have been established by extra-Biblical means, such as ordained men operating on their own volition, para-church mission boards, denominational headquarters, individual believers, etc. Even though many churches practice the Bible properly, they have no Biblical authority to do so as they were organized improperly without any authority. It takes more than practice and order for churches to be a church. It takes proper authority. No man can be a soldier without proper authority; no man can be a husband without proper authority; no man can print money without proper authority; and no church can be a church without proper authority. It takes more than DOING things right to BE right!]”    

The preceeding paragraph was taken word for word from a lesson by Pastor Harold Chase of Minnesota Valley Baptist Church:

The Church’s marching orders are taken directly from Jesus Christ final recorded statements to the Church that He built and are found summarized in Mt 28:18-20.  This passage teaches both on authority and responsibility of a church.

Matt 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

ALL POWER:  Jesus Christ was given this power and authority from the Father.  It occurred through His obedience to Him here on Earth;  He was fully God here, but humbled Himself and was given all this because He did everything His Father told Him to do, including going to the cross.  He is speaking here after He had risen, just prior to returning to the Father.  This “power” is transferred to us (members of one of His 
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Churches) through the Holy Ghost; for He said “lo, I am with you alway”, via the Holy Spirit.  Each true Church of the Lord’s has “all power” and “all authority, and “all responsibility”!  Each Church has all power, and they are thus responsible for doing what God said to do, using the “all power”!

GOSPEL PREACHED TO ALL NATIONS (Mt 16:18,19; 28:18-20; Mk 16:15).  

Authority:  After Jesus Christ left the Earth, Peter became the chief pastor of the Church that Jesus Christ had started in Jerusalem, and would be guiding it in Christ’s absence.  The “keys” to get into the kingdom of God, a spiritual kingdom at this time, are none other than the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church there in Jerusalem was the only group that was given this direct authority from Jesus Christ for evangelizing the world.  Later, this authority was passed on to other Churches birthed out of her.  The Devil realizes this authority and has to succumb to it in the spiritual rhealm: thus in soulwinning, there is great victory when going out through one of His Churches!

Responsibility:  His Church then had the lone responsibility for getting the Gospel to every creature.  And, this they did.  It was speadily accomplished in Acts 1 and 2 where men were gathered from every nation and many of them were then saved and went back to their countries and spread the gospel and eventually Churches were established.  It is still the imperitive responsibility of the Churches today to get the Gospel continually out to every creature, for several billion more people are on the Earth today and need to be saved.  No other group will be held responsible for doing this.  If it is not done well then His Churches will be solely to blame.  He won’t be blaming the many religious organizations out there, for they have been given absolutely no authority, and hence no responsibility can be taken.  Each Church will be graded on how well they took hold of this responsibility and carried it out.    If they do well at it, great reward awaits them.  If not, only shame.
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BAPTIZING (Acts 2:41; Mt 3:13+; Mk 11:28+; 1Co 11:2).  

Authority:  It is the authoritative door to be allowed into this most special group that has been given all spiritual authority here on Earth.  John the Baptist received full authority to “baptize” from God the Father. He later passed this authority on to Jesus Christ when Christ sufferred John to baptize Him.  All those that became Christ’s disciples, and members of the Church He was beginning to build, were baptized by John or Christ.  This authority to baptize was passed on from this Church in Jerusalem to other Churches properly commissioned out of her. As the centuries went by, church after church was established and given this authority.  But, other man-made churches began and tried to claim that “sole” authority; i.e. Catholics, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Methodists, etc..   Today almost all churches are without this heritage of authority.  Baptist Churches are the only ones today with that authority.  However, many Baptist Churches have apostated themselves, or simply started out unscripturally, and thus have no authority either.  In order to be personally part of this sole authoritative group on Earth, one must submit to its baptism…just like Jesus Christ did.  Baptism from any other source is void of authority and thus unscriptural.  The Great Commission of the Lord to His Church included baptizing.  Baptist Churches today are the only churches with Christ’s authority to baptize.  Thus, all other baptisms are from man’s authority.  

Responsibility:  With this authority comes great responsibility.  Each Church must not only win souls to the Lord, but also teach them about baptism and Church membership.  Each Church is responsible for every soul not only to be saved, but to become a member of a good Baptist Church.  Each Church must guard the “door” of baptism very carefully, for it can make or break a Church.  This authority and responsibility can be taken away (removal of the candlestick) if “anyone” is let in to the membership; for this changes the church into a “meltingpot” of beliefs and standards, and it 
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quickly becomes not very “Baptist”.  The Church must take responsibility in understanding baptism, promoting it, and protecting the Church by it.

TEACHING ALL THE BIBLE(Mt 28:18-20; 2Ti 2:2)

Authority:  Where should Christians get taught and trained at?  Radio programs, correspondance courses, books, tapes, Seminaries, Universities, Conferences, etc?  No.  The only entity that has the authority and approval from God Almighty to do this is the one of the Lord’s Churches that a person is a member of.  The power was given the Church to not only preach the gospel and baptize, but also to teach the Bible.  Each church must understand the great authority they have here, and take full hold of it and not let anything else supplant that.

Responsibility:  Each church must take on the great responsibility of teaching everyone of its members all of the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is basically what we find in the New Testament, though the Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and is thus profitable for teaching in this too.  A Church can’t sit back and “cruise” and figure all they need to be doing is just “praising” the Lord and having a good time together.  There is great work to be done: witnessing, getting folks baptized, and teaching/teaching/teaching!  A Church can’t skip areas that aren’t considered “popular”, but must preach the whole counsel of God.  There needs to be teachers trained and ready to help with this responsibility.  The members need to take in the teaching and follow it and then, later, teach others also.  Eventually, men are trained to be pastors/missionaries and are sent out to do all this again with a brand new baby church.  What great responsibility!  The propagation of the gospel and new Churches hinges upon living up to the responsibility that has been given a church in teaching “all things”.
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