OH CHRISTMAS TREE, OH CHRISTMAS TREE

"The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire; thou SHALL Not desire the silver or the gold that is on them, NOR TAKE IT UNTO THEE, lest thou be snared therein, for it is an ABOMINATION to the Lord thy God. Neither shall thou bring an abomination INTO THINE HOUSE, lest thou be a cursed thing like it: but thou shall UTTERLY DETEST, and thou shall UTTERLY ABHOR it, for it is a cursed thing"—Deut.7:25-26

"There is a way that seemeth right unto man and the end thereof is death"—Prov.16:25

Tree:  
Jer 10:2-5 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.

Learn NOT the ways of the HEATHEN which go into a forest and cut down a tree and then nail it so it stands upright  (Jer 10:3-5)!

Tree worship was very common in the Old Testament era.  In Egypt they worshipped the palm tree (Baal-Tamar), and in Rome it was the fir tree (Baal-Bereth).  The fir tree came from Tammuz (Nimrod’s son) and his name, Baal-Bereth, meant Lord of the Fir Tree. The evergreen tree is found to be associated with false worship in at least 10 biblical references (1Ki 14:23, Jer 10:3, etc).  Heathens cut down evergreen trees and decked them with silver and gold (Jer 10).  The ancient Germanic peoples would promise their god Tiwaz that if he helped them conquer in battle then they would hang the heads of their victims on the sacred tree which they believed to be Tiwaz himself  (see Kings 17, Ex 34, De 12). The festival of Saturnalia (Dec.25) had a decorated tree. The Christmas tree (as in pagan custom) is set in the center of the center room of the home, and gifts are set before it, and all eyes are upon it.  Balls and lights on the tree symbolized the Sun god.  "The first decorating of an evergreen tree began with the heathen Greeks and their worship of their god Adonia, who allegedly was brought back to life by the serpent Aessulapius after having been slain."  The ancient Pagan Romans decorated their "trees with bits of metal and replicas of their god, Bacchus [a fertility god]. They also placed 12 candles on the tree in honor of their sun god"  Later, tinsel and gold were used to decorate them…sounds like “silver and gold” of Jer 10!   In Northern Europe, the ancient Druids tied fruit and attached candles to evergreen tree branches, in honor of their god Woden. Trees were viewed as symbolizing eternal life. This is the deity after which Wednesday was named. 

Most of these pagan societies blamed evil spirits for the killing of all the trees in the winter time. Only a few trees stayed "alive," the evergreens, and to them they became a symbol of immortality. Good spirits and the magic power of the evergreen were believed to resist the life-threatening powers of darkness and cold. They believed in the special powers of these trees and wherever they were, evil spirits could not go, so they brought the greenery into their homes. 

The evergreen trees in most of these cultures were worshipped as symbols of life, fertility, sexual potency and reproduction. These pagan rituals of worship were then brought into the homes and set up as idols, with the belief that it would give men a heightened potency of sexual virility to procreate new life for their harvest god in the new year. The evergreen tree represented a "PHALLIC" symbol (the mans sexual organ of reproduction) set in an upright position.. Any wonder why people hang round balls on a tree?

The Christmas tree tradition for modern times dates back to Western Germany in the 16th century. They were called "Paradeisbaum" (paradise trees) and were brought into homes to celebrate the annual Feast of Adam and Eve on DEC-24.   And, later, it developed into the tradition of the "12 Rauhnächte" (12 harsh or wild nights), which later became the "Twelve Nights of Christmas." The tree is put up on December 24 and taken down after New Years or on January 6, known as "Twelfth Night."

They were first brought to America by German immigrants about 1700. Christmas trees became popular among the general population about 1850.

President Franklin Pierce (1804-1869) arranged to have the first Christmas tree in the White House, during the mid-1850's. President Calvin Coolidge (1885-1933) started the National Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on the White House lawn in 1923.
In America, the Pilgrim's second governor, William Bradford, a Puritan, tried hard to stamp out all "pagan mockery" at Christmas time.  Christmas trees were not used by Puritans in colonial times. 

Pastor Henry Schwan of Cleveland OH appears to have been the person responsible for decorating the first Christmas tree in an American church. His parishioners condemned the idea as a Pagan practice; some even threatened the pastor with harm. But objections soon dissipated.
O Christmas Tree (Oh Tannenbaum), O Christmas Tree,
Your branches green delight us.
They're green when summer days are bright:
They're green when winter snow is white.
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree,
Your branches green delight us. 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree,
You give us so much pleasure!
How oft at Christmas tide the sight,
O green fir tree, gives us delight!
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree,
You give us so much pleasure! 
Mistletoe was regarded as a “divine branch” that came down from heaven and grew out of a tree on the earth.

Mistletoe was sacred to the druid priests and was worshipped by them to cast spells. If held over the head of a woman, she was powerless to resist, and any and all could have their way with her sexually. This is where our tradition of hanging it over a doorway to catch the unsuspecting girl comes in. 

If the mistletoe had berries on it, then it was to make the sprig more potent and worth more, for the berries would represent the virginity of the woman that could be taken away and broken.
Holly was associated in Rome with Saturn, the god of the harvest;  with the Druids it was placed about the outside of homes to provide shelter for “fairies”.   Also, Holly and Ivy was used to pay homage to the spirits that would bring life and fertility into the home, and also were thought to keep evil spirits away. The red berries on the holly was for mans sexuality, the ivy for a woman around him.  

The Yule Log: Ever read a card or hear "YULETIDE GREETINGS" at this time of season? 
The Yule Log is the dead stock of Nimrod, deified as the sun-god, but cut down by his enemies...with the Christmas tree as the slain god come to life again. The Yule log tradition also dates back to Scandinavian countries where their pagan sex and fertility god was called Jul, or Yule. He was honored in a twelve day celebration in the month of December.

The lit Yule Log represents again a "phallic" symbol, and being a log and lit, it represented a good omen for heightened sexuality for the coming year. It was the shadow and type of a burning lust of a man to fuel the fires of sexual potency to reproduce fertility. When one sends "YULETIDE GREETINGS", they are basically saying, "I greet you with this flaming log to fulfill a year of sexual virility. 

Gifts:  The Saturnalia festival was known for gift giving.  Often was the custom of pagans to give gifts to their gods to appease them.  Gifts were given at this time of year to warrant one to have luck in the coming year. Gift giving here may actually pollute God’s name (Ez 20:39). The gifts given to the infant Jesus were at least two years after His birth.  If any gift is given on this day, shouldn’t it go to Jesus, since it is His birth that is being celebrated?!  

Lights:  In ancient Babylonian times, the Sun god was honoured by lights and balls on trees and on homes. Candles were a part of the worship to the Babylonian god on this day.    Candles replaced bon-fires as a symbol for the returning sun. The imitative magic of the illuminated Christmas tree, as did the bon-fires, was to assure a steady supply of light and heat from the sun, and it had as a second aim the purification or destruction of the forces of evil.
The Christmas Goose is from the worship of the Babylonian Messiah and was signified in hieroglyphics as a son who voluntarily gives himself up as a sacrifice for those he loves.    
The green wreath is a pagan symbol of eternal cycles of birth, death, and rebirth.

Xmas. The familiar abbreviation for Christmas originated in the Greeks. X is the first letter of the Greek word for Christ, Xristos.
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