CLEARING UP SOME MISCONCEPTIONS OF LUKE CHAPTER 2

The typical “Christ-mass” story we hear repeated is:   "It's about 2000 years ago, the evening of December 25. Mary rides into Bethlehem on a donkey, urgently needing to deliver her baby. Although it's an emergency, all the innkeepers turn them away. So they deliver baby Jesus in a wooden “cradle” in a stable. Then angels sing to the shepherds. Afterwards, they all join three kings with camels in worshipping the quiet, newborn."  The problem is, this story may be almost entirely wrong. The events surrounding the birth have been retold so many times and in so many ways -- in plays, poetry, books and movies -- that most people have a distorted view of the true events. The only accurate record is found in the Holy Bible, God's Word. 

1  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.

The word "taxed" is from the Greek word apographo meaning to register. The "all the world" is used to emphasize the immensity of the Roman Empire. Caesar Augustus was preparing to celebrate his Silver Jubilee (25th anniversary) as Roman Emperor in 2 B.C. Prior to the celebration he wanted an accounting of his subjects and an official declaration of political allegiance. Registrations such as this were typically conducted in the fall of the year when the weather was mild for travel. Thus, Jesus was not born at 0 A.D.
2  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

Cyrenius was governor of Syria in 6 A.D. about nine years after this record. The Greek word for "governor" in this verse is hegemon which means commander. This "first" registration was made in 3 B.C. when Cyrenius had been sent to Syria to command the registration process. Later in 6/7 A.D. while he was governor a second registration took place. The word "first" is the key to understanding the historical evidence. 

3  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

At the time of Christ's birth, the area of Jerusalem was very crowded with visitors, because of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. People took advantage of this journey to Jerusalem to pay their taxes, as they were collected at this time of the year. Leviticus 23:24-40 proves that the seventh month was the time in question. When we combine Luke 2:1-5 and John 7:2,3 we see evidence of Jesus' parents traveling to Jerusalem for the spring and fall Holy Days, this being the fall time period (Tabernacles).


4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

Did Mary ride a donkey to Bethlehem? Perhaps, but there are various other possibilities. The Bible doesn't say how she got to Bethlehem. It only says that she came with Joseph.  Joseph and Mary were from the lineage of King David.  The city of David was to be there site for paying taxes due to his family lineage.  King David was born in Bethlehem.  Later, Zion would be called the city of David.  Thus, Jesus was not born in Jerusalem, Zion.
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child

Espoused, and yes, his wife.  Espousal was being married, except for them not having “consumated” the marriage yet.   She was in her last month for sure.  
6  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

Did Mary arrive in Bethlehem the night she gave birth? The Bible does not suggest this. They could have arrived weeks earlier. God's Word simply states, "while they were there [in Bethlehem], the days were accomplished that she should be delivered”. Arriving in town well before her due date would make more sense.

7  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

He was her “firstborn” son; implying that she would have others later on. Jesus Christ was not born in a stable because Mary and Joseph were poor; He was born in a stable because "there was no room in the inn".  A lot of people had come to be registered.  Also, in Lev 23:42, the Bible explains that at this time devout Jews would dwell in “booths” which would also be equal to a manger.  Messiah would fulfill the Law completely in every aspect of His life.
Mary wrapped Jesus in "swaddling clothes". Swaddling clothes are also not an indicator of being poor. When the son of a king, a prince, was born, that child was wrapped in swaddling clothes after being washed gently with water having a small portion of salt in it. The salt symbolized the qualities of truth and honesty and was used so that the child would grow up speaking words that were "salted".  The salt also helped preserve the skin of the delicate baby. The swaddling clothes were narrow strips of fine linen cloth, about two inches wide which were wrapped around the baby's body. The child was wrapped from head to foot with only a part of his face left uncovered so he could breathe. The baby's body and limbs were thus held very straight. This was to indicate that he would grow up to be free from crookedness and waywardness; that as a king he would walk straight and tall before his people. The swaddling clothes were left on the baby for only a very short time while the parents took time to pray and make their commitment to God concerning the upbringing of the child. In Ezekiel 16:4 an insult was delivered "...thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all." To say to a noble-born person that he had not been salted or swaddled was to indicate that he was unreliable and dishonest and that his parents had not raised him properly. Mary and Joseph washed Jesus in salt water and swaddled him according to the custom of the time indicating that he was of royal lineage, as God's son and as heir to the throne of David. 

Did Joseph or Mary talk to any innkeepers? Perhaps, but there is no solid, biblical reason to believe that they did. Although innkeepers play a prominent part in many Christmas plays, no innkeeper is actually mentioned in the biblical record of Christ's birth. 

The inn of was a khan or lodging house for caravans. It would have had an inner court yard and stables for caravan animals along the outside back wall. Within each stable would be a manger (trough or box) with straw to feed the animals.  Scripture simply reports that they laid Jesus in a manger because there was no room for him in the Inn.  A manger seems pretty gruesome for a little newborn, but back then it was not too odd.

8  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

Shepherds would abide with their flock using a cultivated field as their fold for the sheep in the fall of the year. In the late summer and early fall a farmer in Bible times would hire shepherds to keep their flocks in his field overnight. In this way, the sheep's manure would fertilize his field. This is another indicator that Jesus Christ was born in early September. In December it is too cold for shepherds to watch their sheep at night in fields or pastures and too cold for travel to "registrations". The flocks were brought in for the winter season of mid-October to mid-March.  Shepherds would not be found “watching their flocks” in the Judean hills at nightime past mid-October;  that was the latest usually for daytime watching.  Thus it points to September or earlier.
9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

The words "came upon" are translated from the Greek word epeste which means "stood by". The angel was not flying over them. He was standing beside them. Angels in God's Word appear as men. They do not appear with wings. They do not sing. Angels are messengers. They speak God's Word. They "say" what God's wants said. The pictures and teachings about angels in our day and time do not reflect the accuracy of God's Word.

10  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

In this verse are some clues to the time period and the significance of the proclamation.  “Succot” which is at the Feast of Tabernacles, is also known as “The Season of our Joy” and the “Festival of the Nations”.  The angel was giving them a greeting for the Festival of Succot.  Also, for thousands of years Jewish literature ascribes a tradition known as “Ushpizin” only to Succot.  In Ushpizin there are 7 shepherds that invite us to partake in Succot and welcome in the Shikinah, God’s presence.  I don’t know how many shepherds were present here, but it may very well have been 7.
11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
He was already known as “Saviour”.  The title wasn’t given to Him ‘after’ His death, burial, and resurrection.  He was the Christ, the Lord, and the Saviour, as a little newborn baby!

12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

The timing of God is perfect. He gave the shepherds specific instructions so that there could be no mistake. Swaddling clothes were left on a baby for only a very short time. I am sure that no other newborn baby in the small town of Bethlehem was lying in a manger in swaddling clothes. They would have to hurry after receiving this message to get there while Jesus was in swaddling clothes. 

It always amazes me that this group of shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem (where by the way David had been a shepherd many years before) were the only ones willing to listen and go see the Christ. God is no respecter of persons or positions. He would have been willing to send messengers to any of the priests or religious leaders in Jerusalem just as he did the shepherds. But they would not have listened. They would not have come. When a person wants to know God's Will [God's Word], God will make it known unto him.

13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Did angels sing to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem? Perhaps, but the Bible doesn't specifically say that the angels sang. It says that first an angel appeared and spoke, and then appeared "a multitude of the heavenly host praising God".  There is no evidence that angels were visible to Mary and Joseph at this time.  But, they were visible to the shepherds.
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

See Isaiah 9:6,7.   The “peace” is coming spiritually with His death on the cross, and is coming physically with His millenial reign.

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

Did three kings riding camels come to Jesus' birth? The Bible does not say that any kings or camels visited the baby Jesus. At the time of the three “wise” men’s visit Jesus was described as a “child”, not a baby.
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

The shepherds had to move quickly for the babe would only be in “swaddling clothes” for 8 days.   It wouldn’t be too hard to find Him for I am sure there were no other babies being born in a manger, wrapped in swaddling clothes.  

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.

Referring to verse 11.  The Saviour…The Christ.  This is whom all of Jewry was waiting for…Messias.  The shepherds were the first “soulwinners”…gospel preachers.  God picked them because He knew they would do the job.  I never hear this stated or see it portrayed with the Christ-mass story.  This is most important though!

18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.

Just like Mary, they “wondered”.  They thought about it and said “could this be the One?”   People today don’t really “wonder” at all.

19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

She kept them in her heart and thought about it a lot.  She already knew this from about 9 months ago with the angel’s and Elizabeth’s proclamations.
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

They named the children on the 8th day.  He did not have a name yet until that time.  He was known as the “Christ-child” until then.

22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;

23(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)

He was given to the Lord for “full-time” service by His parents.  They followed the Law.

24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.

They weren’t that wealthy so they were allowed to only offer these.  We don’t know how poor they might have been.
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