CHRIST-MASS:  Celebrating the birth of who?

WORLDLINESS:

Drunkeness:  highest time all year for drunk driving related incidents;  parties are in almost every home.

Debt:  More money spent on “things” at this time of year than any other time;  biggest indebtedness time also.

Depression:  Highest depression/suicide time of the year.

Desertion:  Everyone is on vacation and few are in the Lord’s House.

Demonic:  All origins of Christmass and its observances are totally pagan (satanic).

HOLIDAYS:

Many:  Most workers will get 9 paid holidays each year.  Which come from God?

Derivation:  “Holyday” (Col 2:16).  How “holy” are they really?

Bible:  Only one day is emphasized in the New Testament – the “Lord’s Day”.

Esteeming:  Romans 14:1-6 teaches that the “weak” Christian esteems days above others.

Christ:  He only wants us to observe His “death, burial, and resurrection” till He returns.

ORIGINS:

Name:  “Christ” – the Holy Son of God, the “annointed” One, “Messiah”.  “Mass” – from the Latin word “missa” which means “dismissal” from the Catholic assembly when the Communion is observed.  Thus, Christmass means the dismissal of non-Catholics from the assembly when they were to observe the Transubstantiation of Christ.  Pope Julias I decreed December 25th as Christ-mass in 351 AD.

Pagan:  The heathen celebrated the birthday of their gods on or near December 25th hundreds of years before Christ was ever born.  The most notable was that of the birth of the son of the Babylonian Queen of Heaven (the Babylonian Messiah).  This day falls at the end of the pagan festival of Saturnalia which was the birthday of the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) which celebrated the sun as it begins to climb higher in the sky.  Saturnalia was known for merrymaking and gift giving. The Arabians celebrated the birthday of the Lord Moon on December 24th (the Sun is a female divinity and the Moon a male).  The Iranians celebrated the 25th as the birthday of the myster god Mithra, the Sun of Righteousness.  

Roman:  No true Christian church was ever said to have observed Christ’s birthday until about 336 AD.  The churches of Rome began adopting pagan practices in the first 3 centuries and soon were observing this pagan day, though having “Christianized” it to center around Christ’s birth.  On the Roman New Year, houses were decorated with greenery and lights, and gifts were given to children and the poor.  The Germans added to these Yule logs, cakes, and fir trees.  On December 25th in 274 AD the Sun god was proclaimed the patron of the Roman Empire.

December 25th:  There are many reasons for this date not being Christ’s birthday (or even close to it);  1) shepherds were not found feeding flocks by night in the open fields much past the harvestime (October), for the cold and snow was soon to come.  2) taxation time would not be then for the women and children would be taking long journeys, surely not in the depth of winter.  3) there was no room in the inn for it was at feast time which was always right after the harvest.  4) Christ’s warning in the Gospels was “pray that your flight be not in the winter”.  Rome celebrated the 25th of March as “Lady Day” in alleged commemoration of the miraculous conception of our Lord, but this day too was found in ancient pagan Rome in honour of Cybele, the Mother of the Babylonian Messiah.  Between the 25th of March and December 25th is exactly 9 months.  Pagan Babylonian worship chose this day that our modern world now so readily assumes was Christ’s birth.

PAGAN PARTS:

Santa Claus:  a corruption of the name “Saint Nicholas” who was a benevolent Catholic bishop giving gifts on Dec. 6th.  The legend of Santa Claus entering the house through the chimney, and the hanging of socks and stockings by the fireplace, relates to the ancient superstitions around hearth spirits. The Chinese and others would traditionally sweep and scour the house in preparation for the visit by the hearth spirit. Dressed in a pointed red cap and red jacket, this fire god travelled from the heavens above, visiting homes to distribute favours or punishments. 

	SANTA CLAUS

1. Has white hair like wool
2. Beard-curly and white 

3. Red clothing
3. Comes from North Pole 
4. Omniscient-knows about all 
5. Ageless, eternal 
6. Makes List of Judgments 
7. Checks list twice 
8. Gifts given on basis of a list 
9. Christmas rewards once yearly 
10. Confess wrongs to Santa 
11. Promise to be better next year 
12. Asks children to obey parents 
13. Comes on "Christ's birthday" 
14. Hour of his coming a mystery 
15. Rudolph's shining nose to guide 
16. Calls all children to his knee 
17. Be good for goodness sake   
18. Has a twinkle in his eye 
19. Swift visit to whole world in 1 day.   
20. Omnipresent-Found in every mall 
21. Says "Ho,ho" 
	JESUS CHRIST

1. Revelation 1:14 - Daniel 7:9
2. Isaiah 50:6 - Rev. 1:14 

3. Rv 19:3
3. Ez. 1:4; Ex.26:35 Psa.48:2 
4. Revelation 19:6 
5. Rev. 1:8,21:6; Hebrews 13:8 
6. Rev.20:12; 14:7; 21:27; 2 Cor.5:10
7. Dan. 8:14; Matt. 10:26, 1 Cor.5:10 
8. Matt.25:21; Rev. 21:27; 22:14 
9. Leviticus 23:26-32 
10. I John 2:1, I Tim. 2:5 
11. John 14:15,21; 15:10; I Jn. 2:3 
12. Eph. 6:1; Prov. 6:20; Col. 3:20 
13. Heb. 12:2, 2 Cor. 4:18; Psa. 141:8 
14. Luke 12:40; Mark 13:33; Matt.24:36
15. Matt. 2:2,7,9-10; Numbers 24:17 
16. Matt. 19:14, Luke 18:16 
17. Matt. 19:17; Col 1:29; Phil. 2:13 
18. Rev. 1:14, 2:18 
19. 2 Peter 3:8; Rev. 18:8, Isa. 47:9 
20. Psa. 139:7-10; Eph. 4:6 
21. Zecheriah 2:6 


Tree:  Tree worship was very common in the Old Testament era.  In Egypt they worshipped the palm tree, and in Rome it was the fir tree.  The festival of Saturnalia had a decorated tree. The fir tree came from Tammuz (Nimrod’s son) and his name was Baal-Bereth which means Lord of the Fir Tree. The evergreen tree is found to be associated with false worship in at least 10 biblical references (1Ki 14:23, Jer 10:3, etc).  Heathens cut down evergreen trees and decked them with silver and gold (Jer 10).  Balls and lights on the tree symbolized the Sun god.  The ancient Germanic peoples would promise their god Tiwaz that if he helped them conquer in battle then they would hang the heads of their victims on the sacred tree which they believed to be Tiwaz himself  (see Kings 17, Ex 34, De 12). The Christmas tree (as in pagan custom) is set in the center of the center room of the home, and gifts are set before it, and all eyes are upon it.  

Gifts:  The Saturnalia festival was known for gift giving.  Often was the custom of pagans to give gifts to their gods to appease them.  Gifts were given at this time of year to warrant one to have luck in the coming year. Gift giving here may actually pollute God’s name (Ez 20:39). The gifts given to the infant Jesus were at least two years after His birth.  If any gift is given on this day, shouldn’t it go to Jesus, since it is His birth that is being celebrated?!  

Lights:  In ancient Babylonian times, the Sun god was honoured by lights and balls on trees and on homes.

Others:  Candles were a part of the worship to the Babylonian god on this day.  The Yule Log is the dead stock of Nimrod, deified as the sun-god, but cut down by his enemies...with the Christmas tree as the slain god come to life again.  The Christmas Goose is from the worship of the Babylonian Messiah and was signified in hieroglyphics as a son who voluntarily gives himself up as a sacrifice for those he loves.  Holly and Missletoe were originally used in Druid ceremonies.

WISE MEN:

Tertullian:  “The saturnalia, New year, midwinter festivals, and matronalia are frequented by us!Presents come and go! There are new years gifts!Games join their noise! Banquets join their din! The pagans are more faithful to their own sect...For, even if they had known them, they would not have shared the Lord's day or Pentecost with us. For they would fear lest they would appear to be Christians. Yet, we are not apprehensive that we might appear to be PAGANS!” (200 ad)

Pilgrims:  Upon arriving to America they made a law against observing “Christmass”...they wanted a pure religion, not a paganized one.

Spurgeon:  “Certainly, we do not believe in the present ecclesiastical arrangement called Christmas: first, because we do not believe in the mass at all, but abhor it, whether it be said or sung in Latin or in English; and, secondly, because we find no Scriptural warrant whatever for observing any day as the birthday of the Saviour; and, consequently, its observance is a superstition, because not of divine authority.”
BIBLE WARNINGS:

Heathen ways:  Learn not the ways of the Heathen (Jer 10:1,2).

Traditions:  Don’t be stuck in your traditions (Mk 7:7-9).

Appearance of evil:  Abstain from all appearance of evil (1Th 5:22).

Pagan things:  Put away your pagan things (1Sa 7:3).

Babylon:  Come out of her my people (Rev 18:4).

Wolves:  Wolves often come dressed in sheep’s clothing (Matt 7:15).

Corrupting:  Moses’ people had corrupted themselves with pagan practices (Ex 32:4-7).

Worship:  God will only accept holy worship in spirit and in truth (Jn 4:24).

Jealous:  God is Jealous and will not share with the pagan way (Ex 34:14-17).

Uncleanness:  Christ cannot dwell with paganism...touch not the unclean thing! (2Co 6:14-17).

Profanity:  There must be a difference between the holy and the profane (Ex 22:26).

REALITY:

In the world:  We are indeed living in this Santa Claus saturated society.  In it but definately not “of” it.

Esteemation:  The stronger Christian should choose to not esteem holydays above others...but do it discretely, not brandishly.

Conviction:  This is basically a personal decision whether to participate with “Christmass” or not to.  Be conviction led.

Compromise:  Most will still participate in it but will use care and caution, “Christianizing” the different pagan parts.

Gifts:  Give at least something to God....trully the best gift should be for Him (church).  

Witnessing:  This is an excellent time to freely talk with lost people about the Lord.

Focus:  If observing this day, treat it like every day should be, focusing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pastor David Warner

Faithful Baptist Church

729 S. Okoma Dr.

Omak, Wa  98841

