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CASUAL CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIANITY
A.  Casual
“Happening by chance”     No real thought put into it.  Whatever happens, happens.  Just show up to “church” and that’s good enough.  Casual in attendance (whenever I’m able to go to church I do).  Casual in appearance (don’t want to look like I’m too serious about all this stuff).  Casual in attitude (God’s cool;  He understands me just the way I am).  The mega-church style is casual, with preachers in dockers and a polo shirt, a “come as you are” standard, and a “no pressure” sermon, all to make sure you like it all and will keep coming back.   Luke 12:19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

1.  Comfortable:  “A state of ease”    The main desire is to stay in a state of comfort.  Avoid anything that would potentially be “uncomfortable”.  If “work” is expected then count me out.  Sitting in the padded pew with just the right ambience around is the extent of their Christianity.  Stay in their comfort zone.  Hard preaching, membership expectations, and less than a state of the art building, all make them “uncomfortable” and thus they definitely do not come back.
2.  Careless:  “Without care…unthinking…unconcerned”   In order to be “comfortable” with their religion, they take everything “casually”.  Eventually they reach a point of “carelessness”.  When you show little or no care, you really have no desire left for it.  You’ve been so easy going with it all that it really doesn’t mean anything to you anymore.  Church is ok as long as it is entertaining, but beyond that you could take it or leave it.  You could really just care less about it.   Prov 22:3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.

***2 Tim 4:1-4 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

B.  Contemporary
“Up to date…modern…not old-fashioned”   Seems to be the major measure of whether something in religion is liked or not.  Does it have some “new” twist to it.  Is it full of thrills, or is it boring.  What was done fifty years ago won’t work with today’s “happening” folk.  Life is fast paced.  We all want it to be exciting.  We want the ultimate experience.  We need all the latest gadgets.  New and improved everything.  The old hymns, the orthodox styles of worship, the old-fashioned standards, they just won’t work in today’s demanding culture.  If you don’t keep up with all the changes you’ll just be left behind and forgotten.  So, churches are trying to keep up with this exciting world.  We’ve got to give the people what they want or they will go somewhere else to find it. Prov 22:28 Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set. Jer 6:16 Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.

1.  Curious:  “Strongly desirous to discover the unknown/new things”   Christians have this curiousity to try new things.  They love intrigue.  The status quo is out.  There is a constant restlessness to discover something that is more satisfying.  Even other religions are looked at to see what can be gleaned from them to make yours all the better.  There are multitudes of choices out there for churches to go to.  Acts 17:21(For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)

2.  Compromising:  “Giving concessions in some area…giving in to pressure”  With the push to be “up to date”, there is this “curiousity” for something “new and improved”.  This drags one into compromise in order to accomplish these goals.  Compromise allows them “room” for being casual and comfortable.  But compromise makes them careless.  Compromise is the story of Christianity today.  Giving in here and there won’t hurt much.  Afterall, noones perfect.  There is a huge pull for everyone to lay down there convictions and to all get together and just “love Jesus”.  Churches compromise to keep the people coming back.  Very little or no standards;  doctrine is set aside for “unity”.  
3.  Cowardly:  “Destitute of courage…timid…fearful”  Christians today won’t take a stand for much anymore because of “what people might say”.  They try to keep a “casual” image so noone thinks they are a fanatic and then might challenge them.  When other Christians try to convince them of not being “old-fashioned” and to get “up to date”, they become timid and consenting.  When challenged about their doctrinal differences, they back down and agree that they might be wrong.  When the world calls out and says “you’re one of them aren’t you”, they say no I’m not.  Their Christian life is hidden.  They don’t want anyone to know.  Rev 3:15-17 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

COMMITTED COURAGEOUS CHRISTIANITY

A.  Committed
“To put into the hands or power of another”   2 Tim 1:12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.     We need men and women who are ready to commit their whole life to the service of the King.  Not just commit areas that are comfortable for them, but every area.  If you’ve committed your eternal destiny to God, isn’t it reasonable to commit the less important things to?  Christians need to take that big step where they are “officially on God’s team” and not “doing it their own way”.  Most are not willing to commit…these need to be committed!  Josh 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

1.  Consecrated:  “Devoted and dedicated to something sacred”   This is the top level of commitment that God is looking for.  It involves self-sacrifice. verse  It is a heart that realizes that they are worthless and that the bare minimum they should give is a fully consecrated life to Thee.  It is good to “commit” to living for God; but it is quite another to “consecrate” your life.  One is an agreement, the other is a duty.   1 Chron 29:5 And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD?

2.  Conviction:  “Convinced of sin…living a life with a purpose in mind”    We are “convicts” that should be “convicted” all the time of our sin, and lead a life of “conviction”.  The opposite of conviction might be “compromise”.  If you do not have firm convictions on your beliefs, then when the “casual contemporary” crowd comes your way, you will be easily pulled towards them, willing to compromise to the more popular and “exciting” style.  Most hold “preferences” but few actually have “convictions”.  We need men and women that will not be moved from their beliefs; that won’t give in to unholy practices;  that will follow the Lord’s mission for His churches;  that won’t compromise but will stand firmly in their convictions.  
3.  Consistant:  “Continuing in harmony and agreement with something”   We need Christians who are “hit and miss” types, but can be counted on to be at church, to be ready to help when needed, to give up when the going gets a little tougher.  Most will live an “on again, off again” Christian life. James 1:6-8 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.        This person shouldn’t expect anything from the Lord.  If one would simply “commit” to following the Lord in all things, and then “consecrate” his whole being to Him, leading a consistant life following one’s firm convictions, they could greatly affect their city for the Lord Jesus Christ.  If they don’t do this, then I guess very little if anything will be accomplished.
B.  Courageous
“Brave, bold, daring, intrepid”   We’ve got too many of these casual, comfortable, careless, contemporary, curious, compromising, cowardly Christians!  We need men and women of courage, who will not follow the ecumenical flow, but will commit to be consecrated, consistant, convicted Christians.  It’s hard to stand for what is right in today’s scary atmosphere of comformity.  Is anyone out there courageous enough to do this?!

1.  Contending:  “To strive against…to struggle in opposition”   There is a battle against you Christian.  Religion wants you to be like everyone else, but is that what God wants?  If you are to be a “committed” Christian, then you will have to “contend” with others.  It might even hurt some.  History shows that millions died while contending for what was right.  How far will you “contend”.  Are you even aware that there is a battle out there?  Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

2.  Character:  “What a person is known for”   We need Christians whose character is such that they will indeed commit and be courageous to contend for their faith, their beliefs, their church, their Lord!  Most Americans today have very poor character qualities when compared with those 100 years ago.  Without character, no amount of courageous effort will amount to much.  No amount of contending will win a battle.  You have got to have that inner strength…that character that drives you.  Do you have any character.  
3.  Confident:  “Trusting without suspicion…having an excess of assurance”  We need to be confident that we are right;  that we are right with God;  that we are in the right church;  that we have the right Bible.  A lack of confidence will weaken one’s character, thus weakening their courage to contend.  Our confidence is to be in the Lord.  Are you confident that you are doing right…that you believe right…that you are going to Heaven??
The world is full of casual contemporary Christians.

There are oh so few committed courageous Christians.
Which one are you?

