CHILDREN:  TRAIN THEM!

"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it" Proverbs 22:6.

TRAIN

Defined: “to educate; to teach; to form by instruction or practice; to bring up; to discipline” (Web.1828)

Eph 6:4 "And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 

Anyone who has gone into the military is well acquainted with “training”.  From the ‘boot camp’ experience and through the various schools, and then just the day to day trainings that had to be done.  Lots and lots of training…basically every day in the beginning; and definitely not seldom later on.  
How much actual “training” is going on in our so-called Christian families?  Not very much usually.  Most parents seem to think that if they send their child to public schools, send their child to summer camp, and send their child to church, that there is the training that is needed.  There is a key word used there: “send”.  They often are shifting the responsibility of training their own child to someone else. Why? Some feel inadequate, some have to ‘work’ too much, and most are just plain too lazy!  Even ‘good’ godly Christian parents who actually try to take on the responsibility are woefully lacking in the actual training of their children.  Yes, they make sure they are in church; yes, they pray with their children at meals and before bed; yes, they warn them about the evils out there; yes, they really do love their kids…but, is that enough training?  No way!  
This next verse shed some light on the intensity of this training they are to have:  Deut. 6:6-9, And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.   Training should be done daily for sure;  and throughout the day;  basically every opportunity that you can get;  everywhere they go in the house should help train them; family devotions is a great opportunity; simply saturate them with training; i.e. boot camp.  
Another good example of the ‘training’ type to be done is the example of an “athlete”.  The athlete “must” train in order to be any good at what he does.  This training is often very intense.  As intense as is needed to reach the desired goal…which is winning the prize.  The parents must intensely train their child so that they will be a good Christian and that they will “win the prize of the high calling of Jesus Christ”.  Parents need to ‘set their mind to it’ that they are going to indeed ‘train’ their child, and not just let osmosis occur over time.  Leading by example is good, but that’s not what athletes and the military go through.  And finally, who is this command to ‘to train the child’?  It is to the parents; and specifically to the father.  This verse is a promise type verse, but it is also a ‘command’ type verse.  Parents, you must train your children!
CHILD
A child is one who is older than an infant but younger than a young man (woman); thus between 2 and 21.  Others may place the range at 3 or 4 to 16 or 18.  But, most of us basically understand the age range for being a child.  During these years, the ‘child’ is at his highest capacity for learning, for absorbing information, for developing personality traits, for developing character.  This is the time when a parent must focus on ‘training’ their child.  You have up to 19 years or so to get the job done.  Many will start off well, pouring their lives into their little baby, infant, and then toddler.  But, after about age 5, they seem to detach.  Of course, this is the age when they are ‘sent’ to the public schools.  Some will still give applaudable effort for some years more, but by age 12 to 14 they usually will end trying to train their child.  The child has just started to ‘be himself’, to want to be independent of rule, to identify with someone other than his family.  It gets tougher for the parent so they figure they have put in an honest effort and leave the rest up to ‘God’, or chance, or whatever.  This is just the time period that is most crucial for them to increase the training level.  From 12 or so on, the forming of firm opinions on issues occurs.  Insight quickly develops.  Puberty sets in and a whole new world of “issues” begin.  Plans for their future are being made.  Life choices are picked.  Oh dear parent, don’t stop the training sessions at this most radical time!  Increase them all the more.!  
 I see so many pastors doing a fairly reasonable job at training their children, but then when they reach about 15, it all stops.  The pastors seem to say that the child now has to learn to make his own choices, etc, etc.  Fifteen years old is about the most unbalanced, unpredictable time of a person’s life.  Why would you ever choose that age as when to ‘cut them loose’?!  I believe that the training level should steadily increase year by year until that child leaves the direct authority of their parents:  i.e. when they marry.  Take advantage of every day that you have opportunity to train that child up…even if he is now 6 foot 4 and 20 years old.  Do you know of any 20 year olds out there that look like they still may need some “training”?  Yeah; about all of them I see need it!  Don’t forget the Bible’s admonition (to pastors…and everyone else too): I Tim. 3:4, One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;    Titus 1:6, If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly."
WAY
It is important to “train” your child…but in “what”?  Train him to be a lazy, money loving, tv watching bum like you?!  There is a ‘way’ to train them.  This word “train” has to do with Biblically sound instruction. So many parents are so concerned about the physical and social well being of their child that they are severely neglecting the spiritual well being of the child. 
1 Sam 12:23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way.   The ‘right way’ for the parents typically is the ‘politically correct way’;  Whatever is the norm;  Whatever “Dr. Spock” says;  Whatever the leading Child Psychologist puts out;  Whatever Aunt Sally does;  Whatever is easiest…    They typically want their child to be a ‘great citizen’; or a star athlete; or a doctor, etc.  The way of training will be focused on these goals, and not on what are God’s goals necessarily.  Today’s “experts” (movie star moms, dept. of Education, single teenage moms, planned parenthood advocates, gay rights proponents, etc) have basically declared what ‘the way’ is for parents and the upbringing of their kids:  get them in “early Head Start” by age 3, get them in peewee sports, get them in band or chorus, get them in every public education program that you possibly can.  This ‘way’ the government has the most control of choosing ‘the way’ for your child, and you have very little influence…for you spend very little time with your child.  Of course, you have your extra hours at the job and hobbies and internet to eat up any possible free time you might have to “train” your child.  Oh well, the schools will do just a fine job!  They will indeed!  They will be glad to.  They full reject “God’s ways”.  And they don’t want your little Billy learning God’s ways.  
Isa 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  The public schools may be the “authorities” expected to “train” our children in “the way” they deem best, but we Christians should know better.   Parents, it is up to YOU to choose the right way and then teach it to your kids.  You may be convinced that society’s ways are not right; but don’t just figure you know the right way.  Because ‘you’ don’t. We don’t inherantly understand God’s ways. Prov 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  We have our own ‘notions’ on what is right…we are no better than those in Kings “that did that which was right in their own eyes”.  Our hearts are “desperately wicked and deceitful above all things”.  We can’t count on ourselves to know the right way.  We have to be taught them (via the Holy Spirit through the Word of God).  And, we have to keep reviewing His ways to make sure that they are indeed “our” ways.  The only ‘way’ that we are going to learn the “right way” is learning it from the only source for this…the Bible.  A good Baptist church will teach a lot of these “ways”, but you need to do further study yourself in order to teach your child “the way” in its entirety.  The world’s ways lead to destruction, death, and Hell;  God’s ways lead to life everlasting.  Choose the right way!
Whether they want to or not, the parents will ultimately choose “the way” for their child…either purposely or by default (i.e. deferring to the public schools, tv, music, and other children to help them ‘choose’).  They may not want the responsibility, so often they shurk it on the schools, church, or even to the child themselves.  It is riduculous to leave this most important training up to the child himself.  Today we have children raising themselves, while their parents are busy with work, hobbies, leisure, and other selfish activities.  The parents need to take responsibility and get involved with training their children…in the “right way”.  Psa. 78:4-6,  We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.  For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children:  That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children:  Don’t hide the TRUTH from your kids!  Don’t you want your kids to know the truth, and eventually their kids?!

Pr 6:20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:
Commandments and laws of the home need to be set up; these need to be based upon the Bible.  The children need to be trained to follow this “way”.  The best way to get your child to follow “the way” you set up for them is found in Pr 23:26 My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.  Get them on your side rather than them being against you the whole time.  This takes great wisdom, care, and patience.  If the child has wicked parents then he needs to get “trained” by other folk…teachers at church, etc.  This makes it very difficult for a child to ever get saved when they have wicked parents.  That’s where our soulwinning and church inviting efforts become so important…for these little ones who know not ‘the way’.

Prov 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life :

The “commandment” is based on the commandments, statutes, laws, precepts, etc, of the Bible.  This ‘way’ will help them to see where they are and where they are headed; a lamp and a light.  It takes a lot of proving to them, though.

The parents are in charge of showing the child the ‘way of life’.  They set this way up for them.  It’s all on them.

Deut. 6:6-9,  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

(See Deut. 4:9; and 11:19).  The way of the Bible needs to be spoken of throughout the day by the parents to their children…not just “now and then at key moments in the child’s life”.  Saturate them with it.  Put verses all over the house.  Don’t let them get away from it.  Surround the TV with Bible verses…better yet just get rid of the TV!

Prov 12:28 In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.

Prov 15:24 The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Matt 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

These verses show that there is a right way and a wrong way.  One way leads to the Father, Heaven; and the other way leads to death and Hell.  The way is either a Biblical way or a worldly way.  They most likely will not discover the “right way” on their own…they need to be trained in it.
Acts 18:26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly .

Ps 139:24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Our children can learn “the right way” through the ministries of the church, but, there will be some things missing.  The parents need to be sure to “expound unto them the way of God more perfectly”.  If the church doesn’t do a great job, the parents are not off the hook…no, they are held fully responsible.  They need to investigate to make sure they really do know “the way”.  Look for any evil way in them and then show them the “everlasting way” of the Bible.  You can’t show them this if you don’t know it yourself first. So, get studying.
Of all the ways to examine closely, salvation would be the main one.   II Tim. 3:15, "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."

Don’t just figure your child understands “this way” correctly.  They don’t get saved by “osmosis”.  They have to be taught it by you parents, and then hopefully very soon believe it.  Don’t miss training them up very thoroughly in the “way of salvation”.   Most parents say “their faith is up to themselves; I can’t decide it for them”.  Oh yes you can!  You are to make all the decisions for them.  If you trained them right, then they will follow the training and believe correctly.
Gen. 18:19, "For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of

Abraham could be trusted to train His kids in the way they should go…can you?!

Josh. 24:15, "And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."  Joshua chose for his kids what they would do…it wasn’t open for discussion.  How is it at your home?!

Psa. 127:3, "Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward."

We must remember that our kids are not our own to do with as we please.  They were given to us by God; we are the “steward” of them.  How they turn out is paramountly bound on us.  If we train them up in the “right way” then the “heritage of the LORD” will continue on generation after generation.  If we fail, then their may be 3 or more generations from your loins that live wicked lives, most of them ending up in Hell…and you are held directly responsible for it!  Let’s give the LORD a “reward”…a child trained up in the “right way”.

OLD

My understanding of the Hebrew meaning for this phrase is when the child leaves the house.  The reference frame is to a “child”; thus, it may simply be referring to a child being old, i.e. an older child, maybe 12-15 years old.  Many interpret “old” to be of “old age”.  This promise isn’t very useful then if it is only saying that if you give all you got to training up your child in God’s ways, that when he is in his 60’s or 70’s he will be back in these ways.  There were 50 or so years of living for self and the devil then!  Or, many will say “old” here means that the child is “older” and not a child anymore:  this is fairly correct, though, what age would this be referring to then?  20, 30, 40 ???  How old is old?  The most logical, reasonable exegesis of this word here is “a child that has become old, and thus not a child anymore, but a young man or woman”.  The main goal of such intensive training is for when they are on their own they will then stick by what you taught them when they were under your rule.  Thus, “when your child leaves the house”.  This is the exact age where most “fairly well trained” young men and women sadly go astray and mix with the world, get weak on spiritual things and usually fall into some deep sins.  What good is all this hard intensive training in childhood if it doesn’t prevent them from falling into deep sin the first year after they leave mommy and daddy?!  This verse in “Dave’s translation Bible” would say “Train your child in the way he should go and when he leaves home he will not depart from it”.
DEPART

This last phrase is the “promise” part:  he will not depart from it.  He WILL NOT depart from it.  This is a major declarative statement.  It speaks of great assurance that it will not happen.  This is not saying that if you do everything just right then “he will most likely not depart from it” or “he may or may not depart from it”.  That would be ridiculous!  If you do what God says then you can count on it from God that it will indeed work.  His ways always work.  It is not an “up to chance” thing.  Why else would He put this in the Bible, and in the Book of Wisdom?  He wants us to know that there is a way to have your child live for the Lord when he becomes older.  What a great relief to know this promise!
A common “cop out” type of statement that I hear from preachers on this verse is: ‘this verse teaches a good principle to follow, but it still is up to the child if he is going to truly follow the training you give him…you can’t force them to do this.’  This sounds neat and politically correct, but it is illogical.  Just read the above paragraph again.  If you train someone ‘correctly’ then you will have the desired outcome.  If you train a pianist ‘correctly’ to become a concert pianist, then they will indeed become a concert pianist; and if they didn’t become one then the trainer failed.  If you train a soldier to obey every order given him by his commander, then at the end of training, that soldier will indeed obey every order.  If you train a hunting dog to go and fetch the duck once it was shot down, then at the end of training, that dog will most definitely go and get that duck every time you shoot one down.  Thus, if you do indeed train up your child ‘correctly’, then when training is done, they will not depart from it…plain and simple.  It is the proud preacher who typically says “I trained up my child right, but they were just a rebellious sort and just didn’t want to go along with it when they became a teenager”.  The preacher doesn’t want to appear to have failed.  Hey! he failed!  Just because you drag them to church services all the time doesn’t mean they are going to come out just great.  It takes intensive consistant training.
One of the saddest things to see is a child that grew up in a “Christian” family, going astray.  I see it all around me. I even see it in the churches I am a member of.  Well meaning parents are seemingly oblivious to the reality that their “darling” little kids are little by little waiting for the time when they can “depart”.  Not just depart from home, but to depart from all the rules, regulations, guidelines, hounding, lack of freedom, and constant looking over their shoulders.  Kids are pre-programmed for rebellion (sin nature).  The public school systems support a child’s freedom to be who they want to be.  The child’s peers are all in favor of doing it their own way, and what do old people know anyways.  You are basically doomed to failure as a parent unless you gear up for the biggest battle of your life…training your children not to rebel, not to depart.  Will you train your child?  Will you train them right?  Will you train them until they are indeed trained right?  Do you even care?.....
Remember two things:  #1 Your child is bent on eventually doing things their “own way”; and #2 The Bible is true when it says that if you “train up a child in the way he should go, when he is old, he WILL NOT depart from it”.
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