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ORIGINS:  No mention of tongues speaking from 100 AD to 1648 AD.  The Jansenists, Quakers, Shakers, and Mormons practiced tongues and healing in recent centuries.  Parham and Seymor made it more popular at the Azusa St. meetings in 1906.  In America, the Assemblies of God and later the United Pentecostals became the leaders.  Also, the 4 square, Holiness, “Non-denominationals”, Church of God, Calvary Chapel, The Vineyard, Woman’s Aglow, 700 club, Full Gospel Businessmen’s Assoc., and much of today’s Contemporary Christian Music grew out of this beginning.  Today, there are 150 million professed Charismatics.
OVERVIEW:  The term “Charismatic” is derived from the Greek word ‘charisma’ meaning ‘gift’. The main tenant of the ‘movement’ is operation of the ‘sign-gifts’ by the Holy Spirit in and through believers today, with tongues and healing being the major emphasis.  Also, noted in their heresies are the ability to lose one’s salvation, the Baptism of the Spirit, continuing revelation, positive confession, Jesus only, and holy laughing.  

ONENESS:  The key to the movement is unity via experience (they call it through the Spirit), and not the Word of God.  This intra-faith bond via the “sign gifts” is drawing Mormons, Catholics, Baptists, and Pentecostals together in crusades, conferences, seminaries, and even in their own churches.  It may very well be the main tool Satan will use to create a true “one-world religious system”.

ODDITIES:  Their main tenants and practices do have some biblical basis but are very odd otherwise.  There were tongue speaking in the beginning church but not like we see it today.  There was healing also, but again, not like we see them practice it today.  There is a total misunderstanding of scripture and then a mixture with this of pride, emotionalism, and paganism.  This makes it all very odd indeed.
OCCULT:  Many, if not all, of the heresies of Charismatics can be traced back to heathen practices in Africa:  their tongues much like that of witchcraft and spiritists;  the trancelike state, mantras, wave of warmth, presence of another being, contortions, wild emotionalism, grunting, rolling back of eyes, rising in air sensation, shutting down of will to let the ‘spirit’ take over.

1.  TONGUES SPEAKING:   The Charismatics teach that the language of their “tongues” is an unknown language to anyone here on earth; i.e. a secret spiritual language;  or even a private prayer language.  They believe it to be the manifestation of the Spirit attesting to one’s being filled with the Spirit and truly being saved.  There are a multitude of heresies here – A. Tongues in the Bible were known foreign languages (Acts 2:8+);  B.  Tongues were not a sign to Christians but to the lost Jews that the words of Jesus Christ and His disciples were true (Mk 16:20, 1Co 14:21,22);  C. Tongues were used to communicate mainly the gospel to the lost (Acts 2:8+);   D. Tongues were only a temporary gift (as was healing, miracles, and knowledge):  a careful study of 1 Co 13:8-13 informs us that certain gifts will remain and certain ones will cease.  Explaining this more, the context is dealing with revelatory knowledge and how that at that time they did not have the completed Word of God (“in part”), and that the “perfect” is soon to come (neuter gendered word referring to the close of revelation by John).  E.  If it were for today, then where is the cloven tongues of fire and rushing wind and thousands being saved that we find in Acts 2?!
2.  HEALING:  The Charismatics teach that the gift of healing as Jesus Christ had on Earth, has been restored to us today.  They believe that one must be filled with the Holy Spirit to heal, and that the one needing healing can only be healed if they have “faith”.  They routinely hold “healing services” and thousands attend hoping to be healed, but later must lament that they had an experience but no healing.  Their healing is not the Bible’s healing -  A. This sign gift passed also, as did tongues;  B.  Paul couldn’t/wouldn’t heal his dear friends (1Ti 5:23, 2Ti 4:20, Php 2:25+, 2Co 12:7-10);  C. Many of their leaders were never healed of disease:  Coe and Kuhlman both died of cancer; Bakker and Roberts wore glasses;  Tammy Bakker has depression, etc.  D. We are to seek healing as was done in Ja 5:14+.   E. If they truly had the gift of tongues then why aren’t they going through the hospitals healing everyone?!
3.  LOSS OF SALVATION:  Through the relying on the sign gifts for proof of salvation there never really is an assurity based in what the Word of God says.  It is easy for them to misinterpret the Bible in so-called “difficult” passages like Mk 16:17 and Eph 5:5.  They do not take salvation as solely based on the merits of Christ’s sacrificial death and shed blood.  There are many verses teaching the eternal security of the believer, such as:  Jn 3:16, 2Co 5:17, Hb 10:14, Jn 10:28, Jn 6:40, Eph 4:30, Jn 5:24, Ro 11:6, etc.
4.   BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST:   They believe that when one is saved they are baptized as they were in Acts 2.  Many in their group also teach that a state of “perfection” can be reached where one is continually filled with the Holy Ghost (2nd blessing).  Again, they teach that tongue speaking is the outward manifestation of this baptism.  However, there were early Christians who never spoke in tongues (1Co 12:7-11, 28-30).  The Baptism with the Holy Ghost is simply the promise of Jesus Christ that He would send the Comfortor to empower the church there in Jerusalem (Acts 1:8).  They, the church members, were “filled” with the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 1:5; 2:4,17,33).  This was a one time event (actually occurred similarly to the Gentile church, the Samaritan church, and the Roman church) to show the new church that it had special power now from God…it was a sign to it.  
5.  OTHER HERESIES:  Open and Continuing Revelation;  the view that God reveals new truth or future events to men…apart from the preserved Word of God…and are often spoken in tongues and interpreted in the church services.  Positive Confession;  the view is that God created by the spoken word, and so can we…they use positive imatgery (one must “see” it done) and positive confession (one must say “it is done”).   Jesus Only;  the United Pentecostals were disfellowshipped from the Assembly of God for their outrageous view that there is no real trinity but that in this dispensation God is known as Jesus, and that baptism is in the name of Jesus only.  Holy Spirit Centerred;  the focus on the Holy Spirit and not on the Lord Jesus Christ…even Pentecostals focus on Him, though they seem to treat Him as the spirit of Jesus.

The Charasmatic movement is sweeping across the world and sucking into its flock Catholics, Buddhists, Mormons, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Fundamentalists, and even Spiritists.  All belief systems in the world seem to be joining up with the practicing of these sign gifts, and this is their common bond to which they fellowship with each other.  The Devil is fast putting together a one-world religion whose common denominator is the control of devils themselves (these sign gifts today are of “another spirit”)!  The Charasmatic movement is extremely dangerous to both Christians and the lost today.   The center of their system is having an “experience” with God, and it is loosely based on the Bible.  “If it feels good then it must be good” seems to be their motto.   The Devil wants to bring in confusion about salvation, the operation of the Holy Spirit, and where we are to find the truth of God.  And, he has done a lot to bring all these dangerous heresies into sound Bible believing Baptist churches today.  We Baptists do need to beware!
