ROMAN CATHOLICISM

The false religious organization which erroneously claims to be the only true church of Christ. It is ruled by an ecclesiastical hierarchy of bishops, archbishops, cardinals, with the pope at the top. Its headquarters is the Vatican in Rome, Italy. "Roman" describes the fact that this denomination is headquartered in Rome. "Catholic" means universal and points to the RCC's claim to have authority over all Christians throughout the world.   There are over 1.2 billion Catholics in the world today.
The Catholic Church in the United States claims roughly 22 percent of the population. In 1988 there were a reported 53 million members. Catholic membership figures are considerably misleading, though, in that they count as members every person who has been baptized Catholic, including millions of people who were baptized as infants but who are not practicing Catholics. In 1988 there were a reported 53,000Rise of the Roman Catholic Church 300-500 A.D. 
The Lord Jesus Christ began the first church (eklessia) during His ministry on the earth.  Soon after He ascended to the Father, grievous wolves and false teachers entered into these eklessias and pulled as they could the doctrine and standards away from what the Lord instituted.  It wasn’t long until the majority of “Christians” were weak, wrong, and wicked.

There were ten major persecutions of the Lord’s churches in the period of 64 a.d. to 305 a.d..  Nero (64-68) killed Peter and Paul.  Domitian (81-96) killed thousands of believers and banished John to Patmos.  Trajan (98-117)  was the first to pass laws against Christianity.  Pius (137-161) killed Polycarp, a disciple of John.  Marcus Aurelius (161-180) thought Christianity to be superstition and had Justin Martyr beheaded.  

Severus (193-211) killed Origen’s father.  Thracian (235-238)  commanded that all Christian leaders be killed.  Decius (249-251) determined to exterminate Christianity.  Valerian (253-260) killed Cyprian.  And, Diocleation (284-305) spent ten years hunting down Christians to torture and kill them.  
After these persecutions of the Lord’s churches began a period of mixing of the pagan religions (along with the false teachings already dominating) with true biblical Christianity.  This all began under the mastermind of Constantine, the emperor of Rome.   The mixture involved:  1) a gradual change in church government, 2) a joining of church and state, 3) worship became elaborate and ritualistic, 4) ministers became priests, 5) membership not requiring regeneration 6) centralizing power into five major cities (Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria), 7) and finally the proclaiming of Leo being the first pope (church and state leader).
The Pope acts as Jesus Christ (Vicar) when he sits in St. Peter’s chair (throne) in the Vatican’s church building.  What he states is considered church doctrine there; it is called ‘ex-cathedra’.

Listing of the major “ex-cathedra” pronouncements:

1.  Prayers for the dead .....300 AD
2.  Making the sign of the cross .....300 AD
3.  Veneration of angels & dead saints .....375 A.D
4.  Use of images in worship .....375 A D.
5.  The Mass as a daily celebration .....394 AD
6.  Beginning of the exaltation of Mary; the term, "Mother of God" applied at 

     Council of Ephesus .....431 AD.
7.  Extreme Unction (Last Rites) .....526 AD
8.  Doctrine of Purgatory-Gregory I .....593 AD
9.  Prayers to Mary & dead saints .....600 AD
10. Worship of cross, images & relics .....786 AD
11. Canonization of dead saints .....995 AD
12. Celibacy of priesthood .....1079 AD
13. The Rosary .....1090 AD
14. Indulgences .....1190 AD
15. Transubstantiation-Innocent III .....1215 AD
16. Auricular Confession of sins to a priest .....1215 AD
17. Adoration of the wafer (Host) .....1220 AD
18. Cup forbidden to the people at communion .....1414 AD
19. Purgatory proclaimed as a dogma .....1439 AD
20. The doctrine of the Seven Sacraments confirmed .....1439 AD 
21. Tradition declared of equal authority with Bible by Council of Trent…1545 
22. Apocryphal books added to Bible .....1546 AD
23. Immaculate Conception of Mary .....1854 AD
24. Infallibility of the pope in matters of faith and morals, proclaimed by the 

     Vatican Council .....1870 AD
25. Assumption of the Virgin Mary (bodily ascension into heaven shortly after 

      her death) .....1950 AD
26. Mary proclaimed Mother of the Roman Catholic Church .....1965 AD

(The above list of Roman Catholic inventions is taken from Scriptural Truths for Roman Catholics by Bartholomew F. Brewer, former Roman Catholic priest). 

What are some of the major differences between Catholic churches and independent Baptist churches?

The church was established by the Lord Jesus Christ with the calling of His disciples.  The Catholic church was established by Constantine and others in the 4th century with the proclamation that he had become a Christian and that there would be a state religion involving Christianity and the existing pagan religions.  Their church is a visible, universal, and only true one; whereas the Lord’s churches are visible local independent ones.  
There are numerous other differences between the Lord’s churches and the Catholic churches.  The Lord’s churches are biblically based with the final authority for all truth and practice being the Holy Scriptures.  The Catholic church is steeped in tradition and philosophies of man and uses a system of mixing these with the Scriptures to produce their final authority.  The Lord’s churches require for membership that a person be born again (repentence plus faith in Christ’s atoning work on the cross plus nothing) and scripturally baptized (immersion of a repentant born again person by one of the Lord’s churches).  The Catholic church teaches that one must be simply baptized by a Catholic official and he is “incorporated into the crucified and glorified Christ and is born to a sharing of the divine life”.  Their baptism consists of sprinkling of water on the candidates’ head, and the candidate can even be an infant.  The Lord’s Supper in the Lord’s churches is given only to members of that local church, is only symbolic, and is a memorial not a part of salvation or sanctification.  The Catholic church teaches that it is only for members of the universal ‘true’ church, the elements actually become the body and the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that it is a necessary step or sacrament in salvation.  The type of government in the Lord’s churches is the “democratic administration of Christ’s laws by the local church under pastoral leadership”.  The Catholic church’s government is a complex hierarchical system of the pope (vicar of Christ) at the top, levels of bishopric below him, and then finally down to the man in the pew.  This is an autocracy not a democracy.  The officers in each of the Lord’s churches are always one or more pastors (elder, presbyter, bishop), and when desired by the pastor, a deacon(s).  These are the only officers of the church portrayed in the Bible.  The Catholic church has a multitude of officers (being universal) including the top level at the Vatican, national arch bishops and cardinals, state and regional bishops and clergy, all the way down to the local “parish” and the priest and several assistants.  
The mission of the local, independent, unaffiliated, Lord’s churches is to carry out the command of Matthew 28:19,20 to reach, preach, and teach the whole world what Christ has commanded.  The Catholic church’s mission is none other than to dominate the whole world by bringing it under subjection to their system of rule.  History has proven this to be the case as one looks at all the popes and what their missions while in office were (pope Innocent III, pope Gregory VII, etc.).  One’s mission is to evangelize out of love; the other’s is to proselytize out of force. 
The Catholic church is affiliated with almost all religions, including virtually all of the Christian denominations.  Lutherans, Presbyterians, Church of Christ, Pentecostals, Evangelical Free, and even most Baptist denominations, to name just a few, have fellowship with the Catholic church.  The Catholic church is the predominant “religion” in most countries (though, Muslimism is second and growing).  There is also many affiliations with governments and social organizations throughout the world.  The Lord’s churches are characterized by being very narrow on who they are affiliated with.  The usual case is a friendly fellowship with other of the Lord’s churches that are of like practice.  The Lord’s churches do not affiliate with any non-Biblical organization and definitely not with the government.  This carefulness in affiliations has kept the Lord’s churches small in number but unchanging in doctrine over the past 2000 years.There is a difference between the holy and the profane.  The Lord’s churches and the Catholic church differ on almost every area of consideration one can think of; including its history, definition, membership, baptism, communion, governing, officers, mission, worship, women, financing, and affiliations.  It is ridiculous to say that Catholics and independent Baptists are similar.  
What are some of the major errors of Roman Catholicism?

Sacramentalistic Salvation
“After baptism a person is considered to be born again and part of the body of Christ, the Church. Spiritual life is received at baptism, supposedly. This new life is said to be nurtured and kept alive through Confirmation, Mass, Penance and the other sacraments of the Catholic Church. To sum up the Roman Catholic doctrine of salvation we will use the words of another of their theologians: The seven sacraments are the necessary means established by Christ through which His redeeming, life-giving, sanctifying grace is imparted to individuals' souls. You must centre your life upon the sacraments established by Christ if you want to save your soul. . Accept the sacraments with deep faith, and love them as necessary means of salvation. ... The sacraments are the source of your real life, the divine life that will unite you with God in this world and in eternity. Let nothing make you think that you can get along without the sacraments. Without them your soul must die. ... If you don't receive the sacraments at all, you don't receive grace. If you don't receive them properly, that is, if you receive them seldom and with little devotion, you receive less grace” (L.G. Lovasik, The Eucharist in Catholic Life, pp. 14,15).
The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Jesus purchased salvation and has given it to the Church for distribution to men through the “sacraments”.  They state that the “sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give grace”. “In Baptism we are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit…it is in the baptismal water that we are reborn to a new life, that life in the Spirit who makes us children of God”.  “In Confirmation the baptized receive the Spirit poured out on the apostles at Pentecost…”.  Through the observance of the Eucharist, the participants are thought to receive spiritual nourishment and blessing.  Penance is the act of confessing sins to a priest and doing good deeds and various rituals according to the instruction of the priest in order to show sorrow for having sinned and to help make restitution for the sin.  It involves a systematic ritual of “praying the rosary” (repeating 10 “Hail Mary’s” and 1 “Our Father” series a total of 15 times.  [Eph 2:8,9; Ro 4:3-5]. Through Marriage within the Holy Catholic Church, the members are “strengthened with ever new graces against the difficulties of life”.  In Holy Orders, special graces are given for enterring the priesthood or the nunery.  And, finally, in Extreme Unction,  in the Roman Catholic ritual for the dying, the priest anoints the person with oil, makes signs, and pronounces blessings over him. The dying person is to make last confession of his sins at this time and can take the Eucharist. When it is received with sorrow for the sins of our whole lives…’it’ should complete the process of necessary purification.  But if a man…is still not perfectly purified at the moment of death, God will still cleanse him in another way, for nothing defiled can enter heaven…This is the function of Purgatory, to complete the process of purification, of transformation into Christ”. 
Quotes taken mostly from “The Catechism of The Catholic Church, 1992”
Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

Acts 10:43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

Rom 4:4-5  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

"If anyone says that justifying faith is nothing else than confidence in divine mercy, which remits sins for Christ's sake, or that it is this confidence alone that justifies us, LET HIM BE ANATHEMA" (Sixth Session, Canons Concerning Justification, Canon 12).

"If anyone says that the justice received is not preserved and also not increased before God through good works, but that those works are merely the fruits and signs of justification obtained, but not the cause of its increase, LET HIM BE ANATHEMA" (Sixth Session, Canons Concerning Justification, Canon 24).

"For it is the liturgy through which, especially in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, 'the work of our redemption is accomplished,' and it is through the liturgy, especially, that the faithful are enabled to express in their lives and manifest to others the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church" (Vatican II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Introduction, para. 2).

"... [Christ] also willed that the work of salvation which they preached should be set in train through the sacrifice and sacraments, around which the entire liturgical [ritualistic] life revolves. Thus by Baptism men are grafted into the paschal mystery of Christ. ... They receive the spirit of adoption as sons" (Vatican II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Chap. 1, I, 5,6, pp. 23-24).

"In a wholly singular way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope and burning charity in the Saviour's work of restoring supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace" (New Catholic Catechism, 968). "... Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us gifts of eternal salvation. ... Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix" (New Catholic Catechism, 969).

In a nutshell, we know the sacramental way of redemption is wrong because it is entirely foreign to the teaching of the Lord's Apostles. The examples of salvation in the book of Acts show people being saved by exercising faith in Jesus Christ (Ac. 10:43: 11:16-18; 14:27; 15:9-11).           When the Philippian jailer asked Paul and Barnabas what he needed to do to be saved, they told him, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Ac. 16:30,31).             "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But TO HIM THAT WORKETH NOT, BUT BELIEVETH on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness WITHOUT WORKS" (Ro. 4:4-6).           "And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work" (Ro. 11:6). 
I John1:7b ...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

Acts 16:31b...believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 

Romans 3:24 - 28 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

Catholics are not saved if they believe Catholicism!
Catholics will then spend eternity in Hell because of ‘being a Catholic’!

PAPAL POWER
Rev 17:1-6,9,15,18

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

KJV

9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

Catholic Authority
Church tradition is “as” authoritative as the Holy Scriptures. This is why there are so many heretical teachings in Catholicism; because their tradition, whatever a pope or “the council” think to be important, is proclaimed as fully true and fully authoritatitve, when it is not at all.
Prov 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
Who has spiritual (religious) authority here on Earth?  God.  But, also His churches –

Matt 18:17-18 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Solo Scriptura?
"Do we get from the Bible alone all our knowledge and certainty about what God has told us? No, there is also Sacred Tradition … What is tradition? The Word of God handed on to us by the Apostles in their preaching and by their successors in the church to the present day … Do you have to believe in tradition? Yes … we are obliged to accept all the truths contained in the Bible and Tradition…" - Catechism, pp. 9,10.

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

“It is not from sacred scripture alone that the Church draws her certainty about everything which has been revealed. Therefore both sacred tradition and sacred scripture are to be accepted and venerated with the same sense of loyalty and reverence. It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, sacred scripture and the teaching authority of the Church. ... are so linked and joined together that one cannot stand without the others. ... Sacred theology rests on the written word of God, together with sacred tradition, as its primary and perpetual foundation” (Vatican Council II, "Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation"). 

Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture, then, are bound closely together and communicate one with the other. 

As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, "does not derive her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy Scriptures alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honoured with equal sentiments of devotion and reverence.

Catechism, 1994, pg. 80,82
Mark 7:9,13 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.     Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.

The task of interpreting the Word of God authentically has been entrusted solely to the Magisterium of the Church, that is, to the Pope and to the bishops in communion with him.  Catechism, 1994, pg. 100
At the Council of Trent it was put into law that whoever “rejects” the 12 apocryphal books as being equal with the other 66 books, “let him be anathema”.

Prov 30:6 Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.
Do many ‘churches’ say they base their beliefs and practices totally on the Bible?  Yes.  But, they believe that the Bible they have has mistakes… needs corrections.  Thus, some of what they believe and practice is based on ‘guessing’, for they don’t have something they can totally rely upon…this is not a ‘solo scriptura’ position!
The power of the Pope

Who is the most influencial and powerful man on the planet right now?  The Pope.

1.1 billion Catholics would vote this, for sure.  How many Catholic nations are there?  Many.

Just how dedicated are these nations, these people, to their ‘papa’?!

"Does Jesus require us to follow the Pope in matters of religion? Yes, because obedience and loyalty to the Pope are among the chief requirements of Our Lord's plan for unity … Can the Pope make an error when teaching religion? Not when he is speaking solemnly (ex cathedra) as head of the church. Then he has that special protection from error which God gives as a spiritual safeguard for all the members of the church" - A Catechism for Adults, William Cogan, 1975 Edition; ACTA Foundation, Chicago, 1975. 

John17:11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, namely, and as pastor of the entire Church, has full, supreme and universal power over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered. The pope, when sitting with the “college of Bishops” exercises “infallability” in his pronouncements and they “must be adhered to with the obedience of faith”.  The Gospel has been “entrusted it to blessed Peter, the key-bearer of heaven, and to his successors who are Christ’s vicars on earth, so that they may distribute it to the faithful for their salvation.” " (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, p. 344)

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his office, when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful--who confirms his brethren in the faith--he proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals. ... The infallibility promised to the Church is also present in the body of bishops when, together with Peter's successor, they exercise the supreme Magisterium," above all in an Ecumenical Council. ... This infallibility extends as far as the deposit of divine Revelation itself.  Catechism, 1994, pg. 891
The priesthood is taken from the Old Testament teachings.  The Catholic priests are said to take the place of God and Christ, being called Lord, Father, and Melchizedek.  The priests are supposedly responsible for mediating between God and man.  And, the priests are said to have the power to forgive sins.  Catholic doctrine teaches that “one who desires to obtain reconciliation with God and with the Church, must confess to a priest all the unconfessed grave sins he remembers after having carefully examined his conscience”.

Matthew 23:9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

One who desires to obtain reconciliation with God and with the Church, must confess to a priest all the unconfessed grave sins he remembers after having carefully examined his conscience. The confession of venial faults, without being necessary in itself, is nevertheless strongly recommended by the Church.  Catechism, 1994, pg 1493
Mark 2:7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?

In ancient times, there was a man named Nimrod, who was the grandson of one of Noah's son named Ham. Ham had a son named Cush who married a woman named Semiramis.Cush and Semiramis then had a son named him "Nimrod." After the death of his father, Nimrod married his own mother and became a powerful King. The Bible tells of of this man, Nimrod, in Genesis 10:8-10 as follows: "And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad,and Calneh, in the land of Shinar." Nimrod became like a God to the people and Semiramis, his wife and mother, became the powerful Queen of ancient Babylon.  Through Nimrod, the power of the Pope was established, and through Semiramus, the power of Mary was established.  It has been going strong ever since.  In 50 A.D., Nero tried to control all of Christianity (conform or be killed).  Then in about 350 A.D.,  Constantine set up a Rome controlled church-state-pagan mix of Christianity which was the seed for the RCC.  This mixture has continued today as the Roman Catholic Church, headed by the successors to Nimrod and Semiramus… the Pope and their Mary.
The One Universal Church

1 Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
This is the ‘theme’ verse used by ‘catholics’ to support their universal church heresy.  
It is “universal”, or “Catholic” [99/114  occurrences in Bible clearly “local” and “visible”].  They state that “it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the fulness of the means of salvation can be obtained…and it is the establishment “on earth the one Body of Christ in to which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way to the people of God”. Furthermore, "The Catholic Church believes, professes and proclaims that no one living outside the Catholic Church, not only pagans, but both Jews, heretics and schismatics, can become partakers of eternal life, but will go into eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels unless before the end of life they become members of it [the Catholic Church]" (Council of Florence, 1439, "The Decree for the Arminians").   
They teach that it was founded upon Peter, the first “pope”, and that it is the only true church [no resemblence to the first church, but resembles the “whore” of Revelation].  Furthermore,  “This is the sole Church of Christ which in the Creed we profess to be one, holy, catholic and apostolic, which our Saviour, after his resurrection, entrusted to Peter's pastoral care. ... This Church, constituted and organized as a society in the present world, subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by the bishops in communion with him” (Vatican Council II, p. 329).  
Matt 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Rev 17:1-2 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.

[The Lord’s churches continued through the Dark Ages despite enormous Catholic persecution: see The Trail of Blood, or Baptist History by GH Orchard]

The Second Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism explains: "For it is through Christ's Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help toward salvation, that the fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained. It was to the apostolic college alone, of which Peter is the head, that we believe that our Lord entrusted all the blessings of the New Covenant, in order to establish on earth the one Body of Christ into which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way to the People of God."

Basing itself on Scripture and Tradition, the Council teaches that the Church, a pilgrim now on earth, is necessary for salvation ... thereby affirmed at the same time the necessity of the Church which men enter through Baptism as through a door. Hence they could not be saved who, knowing that the Catholic Church was founded as necessary by God through Christ, would refuse either to enter it or to remain in it.  Catechism, 1994, pg 846
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

There is no offense, however serious, that the Church cannot forgive. ... Christ who died for all men desires that in his Church the gates of forgiveness should always be open to anyone who turns away from sin.  Catechism, 1994, pg 982
Mark 2:7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?

How is Catholic ecclesiology different than Protestant ecclesiology?

Is the Catholic church still trying to ‘universally’ control the world and all Christians?

The Catholic church is becoming more ecumenical-friendly:  fellowshipping with Protestants and non-denoms;  using CCM;  allowing charismatica.

Should we be concerned about the Pope and the Catholic church’s power, prestige, influence, effect?....

Are Baptist churches apostating?

Rev 18:3-7

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.

6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.

7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.

16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!

17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. 

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.
MARIOLOTRY

In the Gospel of St. John we read of the marriage feast at Cana. Here Mary emphasizes the  importance of Jesus, her son, and the words He speaks.  Realizing that the wine was gone, and that she herself could not do anything, she tells Jesus, the only  ONE who could do something. Mary then gives the servants A COMMAND, one that we all should  consider. “His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”  John 2:5.  This is the only recording in the Bible where Mary gives a command, so most certainly all Roman  Catholics should take heed to her words...”Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”   All good Catholics should heed Mary’s commands;  they should do whatsoever that Jesus Christ has said for them to do as found in the New Testament.  But, they will not listen to Mary’s only command; they follow the commands of the Papacy.
The Father of mercies willed that the Incarnation should be preceded by assent on the part of the predestined mother, so that just as a woman had a share in bringing about death, so also a woman should contribute to life. . . . Rightly, therefore, the Fathers see Mary not merely as passively engaged by God, but as freely cooperating in the work of man's salvation through faith and obedience. For, as St. Irenaeus says, she "being obedient, became the cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human race." Hence not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert with him in their preaching: "the knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith." Comparing Mary with Eve, they call her "Mother of the living," and frequently claim: "death through Eve, life through Mary." - - Second Vatican Council

Mary is a Christianizing of the ancient pagan worship of Semiramus, Ashtar, Isis, Astarte, etc..  

Pope John Paul II states that “Mary is the path that leads to Christ…make room ‘for Mary in your’ daily lives, acknowledging her providential role in the path of salvation”; this is the doctrine of Mary as Co-Redemptrix:

In “The Glories of Mary” it states: "…the Eternal Father … besides giving us Jesus Christ, our principal Advocate with Him, was pleased also to give us Mary, as our Advocate with Jesus Christ … He has placed the whole price of redemption in the hands of Mary, that she may dispense it at will .. [T]he way of salvation is open to none otherwise than through Mary .. No one is saved but through thee … Whoever asks and expects to obtain graces without the intercession of Mary, endeavors to fly without wings … [A]ll graces are dispensed by Mary, and … all who are saved are saved only by the means of this Divine Mother…".

In the Church of the Mother of God of Polish Martyrs in Warsaw, 

Poland, Mary is depicted as hanging on the cross holding the child 

Jesus.

Outside of the main Mary basilica in Rome (Santa Maria Maggiore) 

there is a large crucifix with Jesus hanging on one side and a 

crowned Mary hanging on the other.

Refutation:

Heb 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception states “let all the children of the Catholic Church…continue to venerate, invoke, and pray to the most blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, conceived without original sin” (PJP = Pope John Paul).

Refutation:

Luke 1:46-47 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Rom 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Rom 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

The doctrine of the Assumption states that Mary “was assumed body and soul into heaven shortly after her death” (PJP).  
Refutation:

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

The doctrine of the Perpetual Virgin states that “the Blessed Virgin had no child other than Jesus” (PJP) .  "The Church teaches us that [Mary] was always a Virgin - a Virgin before her espousals, during her married life and after her spouse's death" (Faith of Our Fathers, p. 138).
Refutation:

Ps 69:8-9 I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children. For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.

Matt 13:55-56 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?

Virginity before marriage is a virtue, but after marriage it is not a virtue (Heb. 13:4). In fact, to refuse the sexual union with one's marriage spouse is a sin because it tempts one's spouse to commit fornication (I Cor. 7:2-5).
The doctrine of Queen of Heaven states that “the Immaculate Virgin was exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things” (PJP) .

"…the Blessed Virgin can do whatever she pleases both in heaven and on earth … At the command of Mary, all obey, even God … God grants the prayers of Mary as if they were commands … Yes, Mary is omnipotent … for the queen by every law enjoys the same privileges as the king” (The Glories of Mary)
Refutation:
Jeremiah 7:17-19 Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces?

Jer 44:18-19 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the famine. And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men?

These are the only references to ‘queen of heaven’ in the Bible and they are a pagan reference that provokes God to anger!

Phil 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

The doctrine of the Mother of God is spoken of by Pope John Paul II:  “Mary is recognized and venerated as the true Mother of God and the Redeemer…she contributed effectively to our spiritual birth and to the development of the life of grace within us”.  Since the mother, then, should have the same power as the Son, rightly has Jesus, who is omnipotent, made Mary also omnipotent … whatever the Mother asks for, the Son never denies her" (The Glories of Mary).
Refutation:

John 19:26-28 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

John 2:3-4 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.

1 John 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.
The Catholic Mary symbolizes the following:
5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

*Forehead:  like the mark of the beast.  Very plainly seen.

*Mystery, Babylon the Great:  the mystery religions of the ancient pagans, stemming from Nimrod-Semiramus. A mystery being revealed.  The Satanic core was hidden all these centuries but now is revealed.  Lots of secrecy within the Vatican.  The occult.

*Babylon – where is Babylon?  Iraq.  It is more than just a city, but it surely has a headquarters.  This may have moved to Rome.

*Mother of Harlots:  Church history explains where all the major denominations came from…Rome!  Gave birth to the Protestant harlots.  They are extremely Catholic, but yet a little less abominable than their whorish mother, the RCC.  Most all so-called Christian groups out there have direct roots to big momma!

*Abominations of the Earth:  This woman is considered the mother of all the wicked things in the earth now.  Where did all these false doctrines come from?  Began with Nimrod and then spread in Ephesus, then Rome, and now Muslims, the cults, and the harlots all have much of her filth in their belief systems.

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

*Drunken:  50 million + saints (majority as Baptists); they lusted after their deaths; they were filled with madness.

*Blood – deleriously controlled by bloodlust of heretics (Baptists).  Over 50 million murdered!  The inquisitions and crusades.  Most torture equipment of yesteryear was designed and used by the RCC.  Most major wars have been highly influenced and directed by the RCC.

*Wondered:  John couldn’t figure out who this woman was…very mysterious.  

*Admiration – John couldn’t understand how something so wicked, widespread, and powerful could exist.  Just look back in history: the Devl’s Millenium…the Dark Ages.

Who else can this be but the RCC?  Ecumenicism hasn’t been guilty of all this over the centuries.  Only Rome has!  Ecumenicism surely will team up with this Great Whore though.  

CATHOLICISM

MAJOR ERRORS 
SALVATION BY WORKS

After baptism a person is considered to be born again and part of the body of Christ, the Church. Spiritual life is received at baptism, supposedly.  “Baptism makes people members of the body of Christ and of the people of God. It takes away their sins, makes them a new creation and the adopted children of Christ, and it is important to notice that all this is effected `by water and the Holy Spirit.' The Spirit is given in baptism, too.” [The Order of Baptism, an official Catholic publication published in 1969.]  This new life is said to be nurtured and kept alive through Confirmation, Mass, Penance and the other sacraments of the Catholic Church. To sum up the Roman Catholic doctrine of salvation we will use the words of another of their theologians:  “The seven sacraments are the necessary means established by Christ through which His redeeming, life-giving, sanctifying grace is imparted to individuals' souls. You must centre your life upon the sacraments established by Christ if you want to save your soul. . Accept the sacraments with deep faith, and love them as necessary means of salvation. ... The sacraments are the source of your real life, the divine life that will unite you with God in this world and in eternity. Let nothing make you think that you can get along without the sacraments. Without them your soul must die. ... If you don't receive the sacraments at all, you don't receive grace. If you don't receive them properly, that is, if you receive them seldom and with little devotion, you receive less grace” (L.G. Lovasik, The Eucharist in Catholic Life, pp. 14,15). [Titus 3:5, Ro 4:4-6, Eph 2:8,9, Ro 11:6]

CHURCH TRADITION = TO SCRIPTURE
Church tradition is “as” authoritative as the Holy Scriptures (Mk 7:6-13). This is why there are so many heretical teachings in Catholicism; because their tradition, whatever a pope or “the council” think to be important, is proclaimed as fully true and fully authoritatitve, when it is not at all.

It is not from sacred scripture alone that the Church draws her certainty about everything which has been revealed. Therefore both sacred tradition and sacred scripture are to be accepted and venerated with the same sense of loyalty and reverence. It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, sacred scripture and the teaching authority of the Church. ... are so linked and joined together that one cannot stand without the others. ... Sacred theology rests on the written word of God, together with sacred tradition, as its primary and perpetual foundation (Vatican Council II, "Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation"). 

Furthermore, their belief on the Bible is in error:  At the Council of Trent it was put into law that whoever “rejects” the 12 apocryphal books as being equal with the other 66 books, “let him be anathema” [Pr 30:6, Rv 22:18]. 

THE ONE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

It is “universal”, or “Catholic” [99/114  occurrences in Bible clearly “local” and “visible”].  They state that “it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the fulness of the means of salvation can be obtained…and it is the establishment “on earth the one Body of Christ in to which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way to the people of God”. Furthermore, "The Catholic Church believes, professes and proclaims that no one living outside the Catholic Church, not only pagans, but both Jews, heretics and schismatics, can become partakers of eternal life, but will go into eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels unless before the end of life they become members of it [the Catholic Church]" (Council of Florence, 1439, "The Decree for the Arminians").   They teach that it was founded upon Peter, the first “pope” [Mt 16:18, Lk 22:32], and that it is the only true church [no resemblence to the first church, but resembles the “whore” of Revelation].  Furthermore,  “This is the sole Church of Christ which in the Creed we profess to be one, holy, catholic and apostolic, which our Saviour, after his resurrection, entrusted to Peter's pastoral care. ... This Church, constituted and organized as a society in the present world, subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by the bishops in communion with him” (Vatican Council II, p. 329).  [The Lord’s churches continued through the Dark Ages despite enormous Catholic persecution: see The Trail of Blood, or Baptist History by GH Orchard]
PAPAL POWER

For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, namely, and as pastor of the entire Church, has full, supreme and universal power over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered" (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, chap. 3, 22, p. 344). The pope, when sitting with the “college of Bishops” exercises “infallability” in his pronouncements and they “must be adhered to with the obedience of faith”.  The Gospel has been “entrusted it to blessed Peter, the key-bearer of heaven, and to his successors who are Christ’s vicars on earth, so that they may distribute it to the faithful for their salvation.”  [Mt 16:19, 1Ti 2:5, Mt 23:9]
THE PRIESTHOOD

The priesthood is taken from the Old Testament teachings [1Pe 2:5,9].  The Catholic priests are said to take the place of God and Christ, being called Lord, Father, and Melchizedek [Mk 12:29, Mt 23:9, He 7:3].  The priests are supposedly responsible for mediating between God and man [1 Ti 2:5].  And, the priests are said to have the power to forgive sins [Mk 2:7].  Catholic doctrine teaches that “one who desires to obtain reconciliation with God and with the Church, must confess to a priest all the unconfessed grave sins he remembers after having carefully examined his conscience”.
THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS
The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Jesus purchased salvation and has given it to the Church for distribution to men through the “sacraments”.  They state that the “sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give grace”. “In Baptism we are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit…it is in the baptismal water that we are reborn to a new life, that life in the Spirit who makes us children of God”.  “In Confirmation the baptized receive the Spirit poured out on the apostles at Pentecost…”.  Through the observance of the Eucharist, the participants are thought to receive spiritual nourishment and blessing.  Penance is the act of confessing sins to a priest and doing good deeds and various rituals according to the instruction of the priest in order to show sorrow for having sinned and to help make restitution for the sin.  It involves a systematic ritual of “praying the rosary” (repeating 10 “Hail Mary’s” and 1 “Our Father” series a total of 15 times.  [Eph 2:8,9; Ro 4:3-5]. Through Marriage within the Holy Catholic Church, the members are “strengthened with ever new graces against the difficulties of life”.  In Holy Orders, special graces are given for enterring the priesthood or the nunery.  And, finally, in Extreme Unction,  in the Roman Catholic ritual for the dying, the priest anoints the person with oil, makes signs, and pronounces blessings over him. The dying person is to make last confession of his sins at this time and can take the Eucharist. When it is received with sorrow for the sins of our whole lives…’it’ should complete the process of necessary purification.  But if a man…is still not perfectly purified at the moment of death, God will still cleanse him in another way, for nothing defiled can enter heaven…This is the function of Purgatory, to complete the process of purification, of transformation into Christ”. [Tit 3:5-7, Jn 1:12, Eph 1:7, Acts 10:43, Ro 4:4,5; 11:6]

Quotes taken mostly from “The Catechism of The Catholic Church, 1992”

THE MASS
“By the consecration (by the Priest) the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought about…Who “Himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real and substantial manner: His Body and His Blood, with His soul and His divinity”.  “The Catholic Church has always offered and still offers to the sacrament of the Eucharist the cult of adoration, not only during Mass, but also outside of it, reserving the consecrated hosts with the utmost care…and carrying them in procession”.  It is not a “memorial” but a “re-sacrifice” of Christ again and again by the priest on the altar [Hb 9:24-28, Mt 26:26-28. 1Co 11:25,26].

MARIOLATRY
Pope John Paul II states that “Mary is the path that leads to Christ…make room ‘for Mary in your’ daily lives, acknowledging her providential role in the path of salvation”; this is the doctrine of Mary as Co-Redemtrix [Hb 1:3, Jn 14:6, 1Ti 2:5].  The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception states “let all the children of the Catholic Church…continue to venerate, invoke, and pray to the most blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, conceived without original sin” [Lk 1:46,47; Ro 3:10,23].  The doctrine of the Assumption states that Mary “was assumed body and soul into heaven shortly after her death”.  The doctrine of the Perpetual Virgin states that “the Blessed Virgin had no child other than Jesus” [ Ps 69:8, Mt 13:54-56].  The doctrine of Queen of Heaven states that “the Immaculate Virgin was exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things” [Jer 44:18,19 is the only reference to “queen of Heaven” in the Bible].  The doctrine of the Mother of God is spoken of by Pope John Paul II:  “Mary is recognized and venerated as the true Mother of God and the Redeemer…she contributed effectively to our spiritual birth and to the development of the life of grace within us” [Jn 19:26,27; 1Jn 5:7].

What does Catholicism teach?

A. The Church:  It is “universal”, or “Catholic” [99/114  occurrences in Bible clearly “local” and “visible”].  They state that “it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the fulness of the means of salvation can be obtained…and it is the establishment “on earth the one Body of Christ in to which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way t the people of God”.  They teach that it was founded upon Peter, the first “pope” [Mt 16:18, Mt 8:14], and that it is the only true church [no resemblence to the first church, but resembles the “whore” of Revelation].

B.  The Bible:  At the Council of Trent it was put into law that whoever “rejects” the 12 apocryphal books as being equal with the other 66 books, “let him be anathema” [Pr 30:6, Rv 22:18]. ].  Church tradition is of equal force as the Scriptures [Mk 7:6-13].

C.  The Pope:  The pope is taught to have, by reason of his office as “Vicar of Christ”, and as pastor of the entire”Church”, “full supreme and universal power over the whole church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered.  The pope, when sitting with the “college of Bishops” exercises “infallability” in his pronouncements and they “must be adhered to with the obedience of faith” [Mt 16:18, 1Ti 2:5, Mt 23:9].

D.  The Priests:  “One who desires to obtain reconciliation with God and with the Church, must confess to a priest all the unconfessed grave sins he remembers after having carefully examined his conscience” [1Ti 2:5, Mk 2:7, 1Jn 1:9, 2:1].

E.  Penance:  Being one of the Seven Sacraments, it is the act of confessing sins to a priest and doing good deeds and various rituals according to the instruction of the priest in order to show sorrow for having sinned and to help make restitution for the sin.  It involves a systematic ritual of “praying the rosary” (repeating 10 “Hail Mary’s” and 1 “Our Father” series a total of 15 times.  [Eph 2:8,9; Ro 4:3-5] 

F.  Purgatory:  “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation, but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” [2Co 5:8, Jn 5:24, Lk 16:22-26].

G.  The Mass:  “By the consecration (by the Priest) the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought about…Who “Himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real and substantial manner: His Body and His Blood, with His soul and His divinity”.  “The Catholic Church has always offered and still offers to the sacrament of the Eucharist the cult of adoration, not only during Mass, but also outside of it, reserving the consecrated hosts with the utmost care…and carrying them in procession”.  It is not a “memorial” but a “re-sacrifice” of Christ again and again by the priest on the altar [Hb 9:24-28, Mt 26:26-28. 1Co 11:25,26].

H.  Mariolatry:  Pope John Paul II states that “Mary is the path that leads to Christ…make room ‘for Mary in your’ daily lives, acknowledging her providential role in the path of salvation”; this is the doctrine of Mary as Co-Redemtrix [Hb 1:3, Jn 14:6, 1Ti 2:5].  The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception states “let all the children of the Catholic Church…continue to venerate, invoke, and pray to the most blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, conceived without original sin” [Lk 1:46,47; Ro 3:10,23].  The doctrine of the Assumption states that Mary “was assumed body and soul into heaven shortly after her death”.  The doctrine of the Perpetual Virgin states that “the Blessed Virgin had no child other than Jesus” [ Ps 69:8, Mt 13:54-56].  The doctrine of Queen of Heaven states that “the Immaculate Virgin was exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things” [Jer 44:18,19 is the only reference to “queen of Heaven” in the Bible].  The doctrine of the Mother of God is spoken of by Pope John Paul II:  “Mary is recognized and venerated as the true Mother of God and the Redeemer…she contributed effectively to our spiritual birth and to the development of the life of grace within us” [Jn 19:26,27; 1Jn 5:7].

I.  The Seven Sacraments:  The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Jesus purchased salvation and has given it to the Church for distribution to men through the “sacraments”.  They state that the “sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give grace”. “In Baptism we are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit…it is in the baptismal water that we are reborn to a new life, that life in the Spirit who makes us children of God”.  “In Confirmation the baptized receive the Spirit poured out on the apostles at Pentecost…”.  Through the observance of the Eucharist, the participants are thought to receive spiritual nourishment and blessing.  In Penance forgiveness is granted for post-baptismal sins through a prescribed act.  Through Marriage within the Holy Catholic Church, the members are “strengthened with ever new graces against the difficulties of life”.  In Holy Orders, special graces are given for enterring the priesthood or the nunery.  And, finally, in Extreme Unction, “when it is received with sorrow for the sins of our whole lives…’it’ should complete the process of necessary purification.  But if a man…is still not perfectly purified at the moment of death, God will still cleanse him in another way, for nothing defiled can enter heaven…This is the function of Purgatory, to complete the process of purification, of transformation into Christ”. [Tit 3:5-7, Jn 1:12, Eph 1:7, Acts 10:43, Ro 4:4,5; 11:6]

Listing of the major “ex-cathedra” pronouncements:

1.  Prayers for the dead .....300 AD
2.  Making the sign of the cross .....300 AD
3.  Veneration of angels & dead saints .....375 A.D
4.  Use of images in worship .....375 A D.
5.  The Mass as a daily celebration .....394 AD
6.  Beginning of the exaltation of Mary; the term, "Mother of God" applied at 

     Council of Ephesus .....431 AD.
7.  Extreme Unction (Last Rites) .....526 AD
8.  Doctrine of Purgatory-Gregory I .....593 AD
9.  Prayers to Mary & dead saints .....600 AD
10. Worship of cross, images & relics .....786 AD
11. Canonization of dead saints .....995 AD
12. Celibacy of priesthood .....1079 AD
13. The Rosary .....1090 AD
14. Indulgences .....1190 AD
15. Transubstantiation-Innocent III .....1215 AD
16. Auricular Confession of sins to a priest .....1215 AD
17. Adoration of the wafer (Host) .....1220 AD
18. Cup forbidden to the people at communion .....1414 AD
19. Purgatory proclaimed as a dogma .....1439 AD
20. The doctrine of the Seven Sacraments confirmed .....1439 AD 
21. Tradition declared of equal authority with Bible by Council of Trent…1545 
22. Apocryphal books added to Bible .....1546 AD
23. Immaculate Conception of Mary .....1854 AD
24. Infallibility of the pope in matters of faith and morals, proclaimed by the 

     Vatican Council .....1870 AD
25. Assumption of the Virgin Mary (bodily ascension into heaven shortly after 

      her death) .....1950 AD
26. Mary proclaimed Mother of the Roman Catholic Church .....1965 AD

(The above list of Roman Catholic inventions is taken from Scriptural Truths for Roman Catholics by Bartholomew F. Brewer, former Roman Catholic priest). 

The Catholic Church still affirms all these (false) doctrines (see the Vatican II readings) and so we might assume that most Catholics today are taught them and are trusting in them for salvation and spiritual growth.  The horror of it all is that everyone of these is contrary to scripture and will sink a person deep into Hell, no matter how “sincere” the ‘good Catholic’ was.  We must warn our dear Catholic friends and acquaintances of these errors and point them to the truths of the Bible.  Will you help warn the hundreds of millions who believe these lies?!

Rev 17:1-6

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

Rev 17:9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
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