CALVINISM

It is a religious “philosophy” that is rooted in the doctrine of the “sovereignty of God”.  It teaches (John Calvin & Presbyterianism) that the Sovereign God should not be limited by the will of man, and thus has made the decision on who will be saved and who will be damned.  The great error of Calvinism centers around the Bible teaching on “predestination”.

Calvinism’s philosophy can be summarized in “5 points”.  These 5 make the acronym of “TULIP”.

1.  Total depravity of man:  Man is not capable of “choosing” Christ for salvation, thus God overpowers man to allow this.

Refutation –( John 1:11,12) He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name…  (also, Jn 3:15,16,36, 5:24, 6:40, 7:39,12:36,20:31)

2.  Unconditional election:  Man is “elected” to salvation totally separate from his own will, thus no conditions need to be met.

Refutation –(2Pe 3:9) The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  (also, Jn 3:16,4:14,12:46, Acts 2:21,10:43, Ro 10:13, Rv 22:17)

3.  Limited atonement:  The death of Jesus Christ was limited in application to only the ones that God would choose, and not to all men.

Refutation –(Heb 2:9) But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. (also, 1Ti 2:6, 1Jn 2:2, Is 53:6, Jn 16:9, 2Pe 3:9, 1Ti 2:4)

4.  Irresistable grace:  Those who are chosen (elected, predestinated) to be saved cannot resist this, and thus do indeed get saved.

Refutation –(Rv 22:17) And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come. 
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And let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. (also, 2Pe 2:1, Jn 6:40, Acts 7:51, Hb 10:28,29; Gn 6;3)

5.  Perseverance of the saints:  Those who are indeed born again will continue living (persevering) “godly” lives till the end (Lordship Salvation).

Refutation –(Mt 26:56) But all this was done. that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.  Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled. (also, Jn 6:66, 1Co 3:1, 1Ti 1:6,19,5:8,6:10)

The Westminster Confession (adopted by the Presbyterians in 1648 as a confession of faith):  "By the decree of God ... some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and OTHERS FOREORDAINED TO EVERLASTING DEATH. These angels and men, thus predestinated and foreordained, are particularly and UNCHANGEABLY DESIGNED; and their number is so certain and definite, THAT IT CANNOT BE EITHER INCREASED OR DIMINISHED. ... they who are elected ... are effectually called unto faith in Christ ... NEITHER ARE ANY OTHER REDEEMED by Christ, effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, BUT THE ELECT ONLY." 

Predestination

Refutation of the Calvinist’s doctrine on “Predestination”:

The word (and subject) “predestinated” appears 3 times in the Bible.

Ephesians 1:5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will….

The believer is predestinated to the “adoption of children”.  Whoever believes will automatically become adopted children of God…part of His family.

Ephesians 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
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 purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will…

Every believer is predestinated to an “inheritance” according to God’s purpose and will.

Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Every believer is predestinated by God to automatically be conformed to the image of His Son.  This for sure occurs when we are changed from mortal to immortality.

Election

The act of choosing one out of several.  Another term would be the “chosen ones”.  What does this mean?  We are elected, or chosen, to the same things that we are “predestinated unto”.  There are numerous passages dealing with election.  Here are a few of the more difficult ones.

Romans 9:10-16 talks about Israel mainly.  The concept is that God has elected (chosen) certain positions for people in regards to their heart for Him (Jacob vs. Esau).

Rom 11:5-7  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.

The election of “grace” deals with being chosen to receive the grace of God if you would open your eyes and see, believing the truth. 

Col 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

Again, the elect (chosen) of God are the saved;  and they are chosen for conformation to the image of 
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Christ, which involves these attributes here.

1 Peter 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

Elect (chosen) unto obedience and Christ’s blood atonement applied to us.  He chose that those who would believe would have this happen.

2 Peter 1:10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

God wants us to know for sure that we are the “elect”, the chosen ones, those predestinated unto all His inheritance for His children.

2 Thess 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, God has already, before time began, to be “chosen” to be saved a certain way:  through sanctification of the Spirit via belief of the truth.  We are not chosen to salvation.  

Dangers with Calvinism

Carefree life:  It is totally up to God to save us, and there is nothing that we can do about it, so why not live it up and make the best of it.  CAREFREENESS
Covenant Theology: where the covenants with Israel are transliterated to with America today…Amillenialism (kingdom is now on earth).  PRIDEFULNESS
Anti-Missionary attitude and practice:  if people will be saved regardless of  what man does, then what is the empetus?    
LAZINESS
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The attempt to persevere till the end:  really never knowing for sure if you are saved until the end, thus trying to let “holiness” be your proof of your salvation.

Works based salvation  = CRAZINESS
View of God as unfair: He is creating someone to spend eternity in Hell without any chance of salvation.   Distant relationship to God  = LONELINESS
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