THE CALLING OF GOD FOR YOUR LIFE

What is a ‘calling’?
It is God’s ultimate plan for you here on Earth.  
It is what He has chosen for you to do full time for Him through one of His churches.

Rom 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

The phases of the ‘calling’
Petrification – scared at finding out God’s call;  you feel a tug and it makes you uneasy; you say no to God to a certain area (i.e. public speaking, Africa, teaching nursery, etc).
Pondering – not that afraid anymore; actively thinking about what it might be; considering some areas; done some research on an area (i.e. a certain mission field, evangelism methods, leadership training course, etc).

Pursuit – actively pursuing this (i.e. training, OJT, planning, excitement).

Positioned – you are actually doing what it is that God has specifically called you to; the ultimate position for you (i.e. pastor, deacon, children’s teacher, helps ministry, evangelism leader, church secretary, etc).
Gifts and callings:

God is definitely going to call you to something that you have been gifted in (i.e. a pastor will have the gift of pastor-teacher, a teacher would have the gift of teaching, a deacon would have the gift of ministering, etc.).

They both are intricately tied together.

Rom 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

1 Cor 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

1 Peter 4:10-11 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Your spiritual gift(s) are given at salvation, thus your calling is present then also.  Most feel that God has called them yet…the truth is that they haven’t realized the call yet…some have been saved 20+ years and still are totally ignorant of what their call is.  This ought not to be…

Famous responses:

Jonah’s Jaunt

Jonah 1:1-3 Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

Peter Principle

John 21:2-3,15 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.             So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

Moses’ Murmurs

Ex 4:1,10 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.

And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.

Gideon’s Gall

Judg 6:11-17 And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me
Saul’s Surrender

Acts 9:4-6 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Samuel’s Seriousness

1 Sam 3:10 And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.

Isaiah’s Interest

Isa 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

Calling categories:

~ Pastor/Missionary/Evangelist/Church Planter

~ Missionary helper (all the above;  2nd man; team)

~ Teacher (children, adults, homeschool, college, discipling)

~ Evangelism (leader, main focus)

~ Administration (secretary, organizing, planning)

~ Leadership (ruling, overseeing of ministries)

~ Ministering (servanthood, deacon, helps)

~ Encouragement (faith, hope, charity, mercy)

Calling specifics:

~ Where (this church, others, overseas)

~ Length (how long in one of these places)

~ Spectrum (all the possible positions within the category)
~ Excel (max out your effort in this area)

Calling questions:

How sure are you that you are right in the center of God’s will in regards to God’s call in your life?  (1-10)

What calling phase are you most likely in?
What is the most obvious spiritual gift that you have?

How sure are you of having it? (1-10)

How scared are you of finding out the call of God? (1-10)

What excuses do you come up with for not being called to a certain category?

Rank these calling categories in order of how likely you are to be called therein.
Are you actively involved in the top two that you ranked?

Which calling example best fits you?

Are you a real detail oriented, organized, computer-using person? (1-10)

Would you really like to spend a lot of your free time out soulwinning? (1-10)

Do you find yourself sometimes ‘dreaming’ about being a pastor? (1-10)

How much do you love teaching? (1-10)

How much are you burdened for missionaries?  (1-10)

Do you dream of someday serving God on a foreign field? (1-10)

How much do you feel comfortable being in a leadership role? (1-10)

Do you receive great fulfillment out of helping others behind the scene? (1-10)

How much do others tell you that you are a kind, loving, merciful person? (1-10)

What specifically do you think God is preparing you to ultimately do for Him?

How sure are you of this? (1-10)

What are you currently doing in your church that perfectly alligns with God’s calling in your life?

Do you feel that you are doing all you can to serve in your church? (1-10)

Calling reality:

Quit fighting God’s call.

Realize the wide range of possibilites.

Think outside of the ‘box’ (in your head).

Try and narrow it down some.

Get involved in lots of areas of ministry.

Be willing to start at the bottom.

Get all the training that you can.

Once you realize it, give it all you got.

