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Time period (19:1) – after the fall of Babylon the Great.
Festive (19:1,3,6,7) – praise, Alleluia

Great crowd present (19:6) – a great multitude, many waters = a bigger group than the Bride;  waters typify many nations.  Heb 12:22-23 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

The crowd has gathered in the Heavenly New Jerusalem and involves myriads of angels, the General Assembly (vice the Lord’s Assembly, church; it is NT saints that were not in the Bride but lived righteously), the Church of the Firstborn (Jesus Christ’s), God the Father, and O.T. saints (Jn 3:29).

Marriage time  (19:7) - Oriental custom in marriage is to first have the “Betrothal” stage where the two were legally married when the “dowry” was paid by the groom, but they would not “come together” until each had made preparations (bride, herself;  groom, the home).  When preparations are finished (about 1 year usually) then the groom escorts the bride to the home with many people celebrating along the way there.  After the “consummation” at home, the wedding feast begins and usually lasts many days.  This relates perfectly to Christ (the Groom) and the Church (His bride):  espousal begun when He paid the dowry (His blood/death); since then the church (bride) should be preparing herself for the consummation; and the Groom is preparing her home in Heaven; the procession or escorting will occur right after the Judgement Seat of Christ, and the consummation will take place; then the Marriage Supper of the Lamb celebration will begin for days, months, years (?).  See Eph 5:23-27 (Groom loved her, dowry paid, preparation for consummation); also, see 2Co 11:2 (espousal period, pure presentation of the bride).  In both of these passages, the “local” type church is indeed the bride, not all of the saved.  Some have described the Millenium as the “honeymoon” period, and the Eternal State as the living happily forever after at their home.

Bride made ready  (19:7) – she has had 2000+ years to get ready for this wedding!  Each church has a good number of years to prepare the members.  Purity and devotion are key in preparing for this.
Clothing of each member of the Bride (19:8) – not everyone is going to be “granted” this.  How “white and fine” you are is how righteous you were.  It is the righteousness of the “saints”, not Christ’s imputed righteousness.

Written invitations (19:9) – He was told to specifically “write” this down.  A bride is not “called” or invited to their own wedding.  They are well aware of it to say the least.  Guests are “called”.  Not everyone is invited; just those special to the groom or the bride.  The focus here is not on the Bride, but on those called;  it is a special priviledge to be in “this” group!   Just think how special it is to be in the Bride!!!  It may be deduced that not everyone will indeed be called.  Attached with the wedding ceremony was the Marriage Supper;  the Groom is giving it.  It may be hard to believe, but the writer assures us that it is true.

Groom’s description  (19:11-21) – name #1 Faithful & True (11), #2 special name (12), #3 Word of God (13), King of Kings and Lord of Lords (16).  He is on a white horse, powerful, and coming for vengeance on His Bride’s enemies.  His eyes are a flame of fire (judgement, intense); He is wearing “many” crowns on His one head (crowns that were laid at His feet); His vesture is completely blood red (from His own blood) (13); He is accompanied by His armies (maybe us, vs Trib martyrs)(14); He speaks sharply the previously written Word of God (15); and He completely destroys the enemies (19-21).
The Bride’s adornment (21:2,9+) – This all occurs right after all wickedness is destroyed and the new heavens and the new Earth are made.  This may actually resemble the Bride walking down the aisle for all to see her beauty, the adornment.  The New Jerusalem is the adornment of the Bride.  It is “as a” Bride, but is not actually the Bride herself.  This is what is put on the entire Bride. She will have glitter, and sparkle, gold, precious jewels;  all done “for her Husband”.  The Groom went away to prepare her this place for her (Jn 14) and has been doing this for over 2000 years.  How splendid it will be!   Some say this will be the eternal “home” for the Bride…both are correct.  We see in 21:9 that the Bride is indeed the Lamb’s wife.  Christ did not marry a city, but the people that will dwell in that city (21:9,10).  To see this awesome adornment, they had to get to a good vantage point for the immense size of it all.  This is the Bride’s adornment, and noone else’s!  The city is for her!  The city slowly descends from Heaven and then comes to the new Earth…what a sight.  It is full of light and is crystal clear jasper (21:11).  The buildings and streets of it all were transparent gold (21:18).  The Groom is the light of it all, literally (23).  Its walls are 144 cubits high (~220 ft. tall).  The wall’s foundations are 12 and are based upon the 12 apostles, who helped build the churches.  Its footprint is ~1500 miles square; and also goes up in the sky 1500 miles!  Its gates are 12 in number and have 3 on each side spaced out about 500 miles between each other;  each gate is a gigantic pearl (21:21).  The gates are named for each of the tribes of Israel, and may be present to allow folks from those tribes into the city.  Walls and gates speak of a design to keep out certain groups.  The nations walk outside of it (21:24).  Only saved folk can be in it (of course)(21:27), but this is clarified some in 22:14,15:  obedient children can enter it, but disobedient ones may not…and are probably kept far away from it.
The Bride’s invitation  (22:17) – The Holy Spirit is the current administrator for the Bride.  They both are to be calling to others to “Come”, and drink of what is in this beautiful city.  We are to invite both the saved and unsaved to this great and glorious place.  Are we doing that??!!
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