REVELATION 19

THE BRIDE

&

THE ARMAGEDDON
PASTOR DAVID WARNER

FAITHFUL BAPTIST CHURCH

OMAK,    WASHINGTON

THE GROUPS IN HEAVEN AFTER THE RAPTURE
1.  Much People: probably Tribulation martyrs

4.  24 Elders: 12 apostles and 12 prophets (Jacob’s sons?)

(see 18:20)

4.  4 Beasts: see 4:6-9 for description

6.  Great Multitude: angels? (5:11), but “waters” refers to many 

peoples or nations (Christians)

7.  Wife of the Lamb:  different than the “great multitude”. See

Hb 12:22-24 for the many groups in Heaven and the differentiating of the Bride (church).  Oriental custom in marriage is to first have the “Betrothal” stage where the two were legally married when the “dowry” was paid by the groom, but they would not “come together” until each had made preparations (bride, herself;  groom, the home).  When preparations are finished (about 1 year usually) then the groom escorts the bride to the home with many people celebrating along the way there.  After the “consummation” at home, the wedding feast begins and usually lasts many days.  This relates perfectly to Christ (the Groom) and the Church (His bride):  espousal begun when He paid the dowry (His blood/death); since then the church (bride) should be preparing herself for the consummation; and the Groom is preparing her home in Heaven; the procession or escorting will occur right after the Judgement Seat of Christ, and the consummation will take place; then the Marriage Supper of the Lamb celebration will begin for days, months, years (?).  See Eph 5:23-27 (Groom loved her, dowry paid, preparation for consummation); also, see 2Co 11:2 (espousal period, pure presentation of the bride).  In both of these passages, the “local” type church is indeed the bride, not all of the saved.  Some have described the Millenium as the “honeymoon” period, and the Eternal State as the living happily forever after at their home.

9.  Those Called to the Marriage:  These are invited guests to the marriage ceremony, but surely are not the bride herself.  It is a blessing to be in this group too.  It is apparent from this that there will be some who are not invited.  The “pool” to choose guests from is the “saved”.  The 4 groups of saved peoples at the Marriage Supper will be:  the bride, the invited guests (non-carnal non-church Christians), the friend of the Bridegroom (Jn 3:29) (O.T. saints), and those not invited (who will be outside the doors, where there will be darkness and gnashing of teeth (parables of Matthew). This last group are probably carnal Christians.  

ARMAGEDDON
11-16.  The Victor described:  White horse (power, battle); Faithful & True (just like He had said He would do); eyes a flame of fire (judgement by what He sees);  many crowns on His head (from the saints, or representing His being King of Kings);  special name (Word of God?);  vesture dipped in blood (His blood);  sharp sword (His Words of prophecy and pronouncement);  name on His clothing as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.  We will be with Him at this time (14).

17-21.  The Losers defeated:  Vulture fest (17, 18); Massacre Supper (vs Marriage Supper); the battle scene (19) at Jerusalem, the Beast (AntiChrist) and the kings and their armies, all gathered to destroy God’s people; the doom – Beast and false prophet (20) are the first to go to the Lake of Fire, and will be there alone for 1000 years!;  the kings and their armies are killed because of what Jesus Christ commands to happen (21).
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