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BAPTISM:    The water that divides
MEANING  [symbolism]

A symbol not a sacrament.

1. “’Like’ Christ, ‘likeness’ of His death, ‘like’ figure” (Ro 6:4,5, 1Pt 3:21).

2. An answer of a good conscience (1Pe 3:21).

3. To fulfill righteousness and to please the Father (Mt 3:15, Mk 1:9+):Why did Jesus walk some 60 miles past many bodies of water to get baptized by John?  John’s baptism was sanctioned by God the Father (Mt 21:23, Mk 11:30). Jesus Christ was fulfilling the righteousness of His Father and sufferred it to be so. He set the example for us. 

4. Importance: obeys Great Commision, follows Christ’s example (Mt 3:16), public testimony of changed life, admission into the local church body.

Baptismal regeneration refuted: Mk 16:16 damning words are believeth not; Jn 3:5 physical birth; Act 2:38  for = because of; Tit 3:5 by the Holy Spirit; 1 Pe 3:21 figurative of the gospel

You are what you are baptized.

MEMBER  [subject]

1. Must first be a believer, born again, saved :

Ethiopian (Act 8:36+), Paul (Act 9:6,18), Commission order (Mt 28:19), Church plan (Act 2:41),Corinth church followed this (1Co 12:13) (The One Holy Spirit saves by sealing and then compells us to be baptized only one way and then added to only one local church body).
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2. Must be repentant, ready to change life (Lk 3:7, Ro 6:4).

3. Must be submissive (see “mandate” section).

4. Baptist history shows long exhortation periods in front of the church body, dressed in white, then publically performed. Very serious, and shows the member’s desire to be like Christ, and displays to all. It also shows almost 2000 years of martyrdom for mainly one simple statement: only saved sorrowful sinners can be baptized.

MODE [style]

1. Immersion of whole body in water, not sprinkling our pouring water on the head:  “in” (Mt 3:6), “out of”(Mt 3:16), “into, out of” (Act 8:38,9), “much water” (Jn 3:23).

2. Pictures well the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord.

3. Baptidzo: greek word that means to plunge, immerse, submerge and to come out different (cucumber to pickle). “Rantidzo” means to sprinkle, and “keo” means to pour. 

Forward or backwards? backwards shows burial.  “Trine”? buried only once.

4. The Catholic Encyclopedia states:“The most ancient form ‘of baptism’ usually employed was immersion…in the Latin church immersion seems to have prevailed until the twelfth century…after that time it was found in some places as late as the sixteenth century. Infusion or aspersion, however, was a growing custom in the thirteenth century and eventually prevailed. 

The Greek Orthodox church still practices baptism by immersion.
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Who practices immersion today? Brethren (Darby), Church of Christ, Pentecostal, Nazarene, 7th Dayers.

MANDATE [superior]

The question is who has the authority to baptize?  So, to whom was the Great Commision (Mt28:19,20) given to?  a) the 11 apostles? they are all dead now; b) individual Christians? they then must fulfill all of Mt 28:19,20, not baptized unto Paul or Bill, etc. (“Se” baptism);  c) the local church body? “ye” is plural; see Jn 20:19,21; Act 1:1-8; 1Co 11:2 says the church is to keep the ordinances.

1. Baptism is the door to church membership (Act 2:41, 1 Co 12:13). It keeps guard. You are what you are baptized. The bible and history proves this.

2. The true Lord’s churches (see lesson on “church”) are the only authority spiritually here on earth, and thus the only agency able to baptize scripturally. John the Baptist passed on this authority, Jesus began building His church in Jerusalem by it, and it has been spreading ever since to what today are called “Baptist” churches (though not all baptist churches are the Lord’s churches). (Mt 28: 19,20, Act 2:41). The pastor is the leader but the authority to baptize is found in the church body.

3. Open or closed baptism:  
open = just need to be saved and baptized by anyone (breeds ecumenicism.  

close = saved and baptized by an evangelical church (alien immersion). 

closet = saved but baptism is never checked on, trust whatever they say.
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closed = saved and only accept scriptural baptism (those baptized by a Baptist church of like faith, i.e. one with authority to).

Accepting “alien” immersion is dangerous: declares doctrinal agreement with the group (the major doctrines of a group is summed up in its teaching on baptism); it breeds confusion, all these different beliefs in one body, how can two walk together unless they be agreed?!; promotes the one world religious system.

History shows baptist groups rejected “alien” immersion (most practiced immersion in distant history).

Closed baptism protects the church body from unregenerates, ecumenicism, and schizms.

If someone feels strong enough about joining a church then submitting to their baptism shouldn’t be a problem!! 

If you let Catholics, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Church of Christ’s, etc, into your local body then what praytell are you??? definitely not Baptist!!!  This baptism over 50 million died for. Will you?
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