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COMMON VIEWS:

1. An experience to be “sought after”.  It occurs after salvation.  Visual manifestations of it occur such as speaking in tongues.  Pentecostals and other “Holiness” denominations teach this.  But, “they” were suppose to “wait” for “it”, not “seek” after it.  Something is definitely wrong in all this.

2. An experience that occurs at salvation.  Baptized into Christ, i.e into His body, which is the body of all the saved, the Church.  This fits well with the “universal, mystical, invisible, body of Christ Church” theory.

3. And, there is a very “uncommon” view.  We will speak on this later.

THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER:

***Acts 1:4-5 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

***Luke 24:49-51 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued  with power from on high. And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

***John 14:16-18 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even  the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

***John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not  come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

Also see:  John 14:26; 15:16; 16:13-15; 1 John 2:27; Acts 2:32-33 

We learn from these passages that the Father promised to send the Church the Comforter, i.e. the Holy Spirit.  The actual sending of Him will be called the “baptism with the Holy Ghost”.  It would give “them”, the Church, “power from on high”.  The Holy Spirit already dwelleth “with them”, i.e. personal indwelling, but soon would be corporately “in them”.  Jesus Christ had to leave them in order for Him to be sent.  He was to be Christ’s representative, administrator, empowerer, to the Church.  Thus, the baptism with the Holy Spirit and the sending of the Comforter cannot be two separate events!  So, “seeking” this baptism over and over again would be the same as the Father sending His promise over and over again. This just doesn’t allign with Scripture or logic.

RECEIVING THE HOLY GHOST:

***John 7:39(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;   because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

The “giving” of the Holy Ghost was accomplished at Pentecost.  He was given to the Church to empower her.

***John 20:21-22 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

This verse clearly shows that the “receiving” of the Holy Ghost for the 11 apostles was before the day of Pentecost.  Jesus Christ then ascended up to the Father, and about 6 days later the day of Pentecost occurred.

***Acts 2:37-38 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ  for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The Church had just been empowered by the Holy Ghost on this day of Pentecost, and the Senior Pastor Peter began preaching to the crowd that witnessed it all.  These lost people when saved would receive the “gift”.  And, subsequently, all who would then believe from this time forward would immediately “receive the gift” of the Holy Ghost.

***Acts 8:14-19 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and 

they received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.

These folks in Samaria heard and believed the gospel and thus were saved.  But, they did not know about the Holy Ghost.  They needed to be taught about Him and then shown dramatically that He did come and indwell each of them.  There was a delay here until it could be shown through a “sign” that something unique had truly happened.  Thus, there was the drama of laying on of the hands.  These newly saved folk were not yet part of a Church body there in Samaria.  When one was properly organized, it would automatically have the corporate indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

***Acts 19:2,5,6 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And  when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

Here, as in Acts 8 with the Samaritans, the Greek folks were saved but had not received the Holy Ghost.  He had to be given in a special way so that they would indeed know that it indeed happened.  We know today because the Scriptures say so, they didn’t have this yet.  This occurrence was accredited via laying on of hands and the tongues and prophesying.  

***Acts 10:44-47 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

The Gentiles even were getting saved, which astonished the Jews.  The indeed received the gift of the Holy Ghost also.  He was poured out on them and fell on them.  Some believe this to be a similar event to the day of Pentecost and it was the accreditation of the Church having now the power of the Holy Ghost corporately.  These teach that this also happened to the Samaritans in Acts 8, the Romans in Acts 10, and the Greeks in Acts 19.  I believe that the baptism occurred one time, and that to the Church at Jerusalem.  This power was then transferred through the Scriptural beginnings of new Churches in these areas.

Every reference to the reception of the Holy spirit after the book of Acts is in the past or fulfilled tense (Ro 5:5; 1Co 2:12; 3:16; 6:19; 12:13; 2Co 1:22; 5:5; Ga 3:2; 4:6; Eph 1:12-14; 2:22; 4:30; 1Th 4:8; 2Th 2:13; 2Ti 1:14; Titus 3:5,6; 1Pe 1:2; 1Jn 2:20; 3:24; 4:2).  Thus, after the time period of Acts, all saints apparently personally received the Holy Spirit right at salvation, with no waiting period for the signs of accreditation to take place.  

THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLING IN YOU

***Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

***John 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know  him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

The Holy Spirit indwells the believer at salvation.  The Romans here already had Him indwelling.  But, some did not receive Him at salvation (the O.T. saints, the N.T. saints prior to Jesus Christ’s ascension, and the N.T. saints who had not been in an area where there was an “accreditation” to the Holy Spirit being given to believers.  John 14 speaks of the saints that possibly had the Holy Spirit in them personally (with you), but not yet in them corporately.  This corporately would take place in Acts 2.  Otherwise, what does it mean that “He dwelleth with you”?  Maybe, in the personage of Jesus Christ.

THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT:

[there are 6 direct references to the baptism with the Holy Ghost]

The Gospels’ reference (this is basically 4 different writers account of the same statement by John the Baptist).

***Matt 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

***Mark 1:8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

***Luke 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

***John 1:33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the  Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

We see in the above 4 references, that there is a similarity made between “water baptism” and “Holy Spirit baptism”.  It is made to help us understand the “immersing” of something.  So, it is true, that in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, there is an immersing of something/one in the Holy Spirit.  Also, we see that as the water was not the one doing the immersing, also here, the Holy Spirit is not the One doing the immersing…it is directly from the Father.

A more specific reference to the timing of the “Baptism”.

***Acts 1:5,8 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

The day of Pentecost was about 6 days away from the day that Jesus Christ commanded the Church and then ascended to the Father (see Mt 28, Mk 16, Lk 24, Jn 20).  It was very clear that it was going to be a very special day for the Church indeed.  They were commanded to preach the gospel to every creature.  They had received the Holy Spirit already (about 6 days ago; see Jn 20:22).  Why did they have to wait for the “baptism” with the Spirit?  They had personal power, but lacked corporate power!

A look back in the past on this “Baptism”. 

***Acts 11:16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized  with the Holy Ghost.

The first five references above are “contemplative”; i.e “Ye shall be baptized”, “He shall baptize you”.  But, this last verse, Acts 11:16, is “reflective”, showing that this baptism had already occurred.

The Spirit shall “come upon” them.  The folks there were the Church body at Jerusalem.  It came upon “them”, corporately.  The phrase “baptism with the Holy Ghost” (or anything close to this) is not mentioned anywhere in Scripture beyond this point.  It had indeed occurred, one time, and needed not to be repeated.  There were some remotely similar occurrences in Acts 8,10, and 19, but these were giving of the Spirit to persons, not a Church (the folk in these passages were not a Church body yet).

The “baptism” in 1Co 12:13 is speaking of water baptism.  

***1 Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;  and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

Earlier the verses spoke on the fact that Jesus Christ was the one who they were baptized “by”.  Here, this baptism must be somewhat different, for it is the Holy Spirit who is the baptizer in this instance.  The Spirit is definitely the one Who leads us to be baptized in water and then thus added to that local body of believers.  This is the only baptism that makes sense here.  The Spirit is the One also that leads us to be saved.  He is now the active “force”  of God in the affairs of men on the Earth.  

Some key points to look at:

***It was to take place, did (in Acts 2), and was looked back on (Acts 11), and then never specifically mentioned again.

***All the references for this baptism are in the “plural” tense, thus meaning a “collective” baptizing, i.e. the Church body.

***It is the Holy Spirit’s “coming upon” those assembled in Jerusalem at the time of Acts 1:8.

***The 11 apostles had already personally received the Holy Ghost, but had not yet had the “baptism” with the Holy Ghost.

***We are not “baptized” into the family of God but “born” into it!  So, salvation is not when the baptism occurs(ed).

***The baptism with the Spirit gave the Church (and all future Churches) power to witness and to specifically fulfill the command of the Lord Jesus Christ that He gave His Church (Mt 28, Mk 16, Lk 24, Jn 20, Acts 1).

***This “empowering” by the Holy Spirit only had to occur once, because all future “true” Churches would have this “power” passed on to them via the proper “commissioning” of a new Church.  Churches without this commissioning, do not have the empowerment by the Holy Ghost.  Though, many of these Churches are the ones accusing “us” of not being a “Spirit filled 

Church”.  Go figure!

***The baptism with the Holy Ghost is not a repeatable event ( thus, not to be sought after), and it did not occur at salvation of anyone.  It occurred once, and was for the Church, not the individual.

ACCREDITATION AND AUTHENTICATION:

In Ex 40:1 the Tabernacle was just completed and then the presence of the Lord (via the Holy Spirit)filled the tabernacle andwas the Lord’s authentication and accreditation of the Tabernacle as His new place of presence, worship and service (just like the Church at Pentecost).

Again, in Solomon’s day, the Tabernacle was replaced by the new Temple that was built by Solomon’s men.  When the ark of the covenant was placed in it, the cloud filled the house of the Lord, it was filled with God’s glory (1Ki 8:10,11).  The Lord authenticated this Temple as His new place of presence, worship and service (just like the Church at Pentecost)

The Millenial Temple will go through a similar authentication (Ez 43:4,5).

The New Testament “House of God” likewise went through a similar authentication and accreditation as being the Lord’s new place of presence, worship and service.  Again, the Lord’s glory (the Holy Spirit’s presence) was shown outwardly, this time by rushing wind and cloven tongues of fire. They would not know otherwise, for it might be unnoticable to them.  Just like Jesus Christ accreditating Himself, His apostles, and the “Word” which they preached, with “signs and wonders” (Mark 16:20).  The empowerment of the Church with the Holy Ghost needed to be believable or the weak in faith Jews, etc., would doubt and probably not accomplish the task at hand, reaching the whole world with the gospel!  

This event had the Holy Spirit assume the position as the Administrator of the Lord’s Churches.  Jesus Christ obviously was that Administrator while on Earth, but He left and told the disciples (His Church) to wait until the Comfortor came.  Jesus Christ is Head over all of His Churches today by this very reality of the Holy Spirit being in His stead as the Administrator.

The Church then passed on this “power” with each subsequent Church that was “birthed” out of her.  The Holy Spirit only had to be essentially once given and then spread one by one to each new Church…all the way to our Church!
